Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



A 



^^y 



'f'f/<^ 



I.'. ■ 






■ -It- 



Office of Myer Stern, 

22-23 Bible House, cor. 

Ninth St. and Fourth Avenue, 

New York, February 1, 1895. 

On the 13th day of April next Temple Emanu-El will 
celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of its organization. It is 
but proper that an event of such great importance in 
the history of the Jews of this country should be fittingly 
commemorated, and the author purposes, in connection with 
the celebration of this Congregation, to issue a magnificent 
volume that shall contain a history of the rise and progress 
of this Congregation and a description of Salem Field 
Cemetery, its "city of the dead." 

The work will be beautifully printed and handsomely 
illustrated, nearly all the vaults, monuments, and fine pieces 
of cemetery sculpture being represented; a volume that 
anyone who is interested in the history of the Jews of this 
country, or in the past of this Congregation, or who has 
any beloved one interred in its cemetery, ought to be 
possessed of. 

It will be sold by subscription, at $2.60 per copy, and 
orders should be sent in at once, or given to my authorized 
agent, as the edition will be limited. 

Very respectfully yours, 

Myer Stern. 
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Temple Emanu-El, Fifth Av^enue and Forty-third St. 

New York, February 4, 1895. 
Mr. Myer Stern, Secretaiy Temple Emanu-El. 

Dear Sir : It is fitting that, in view of the fiftieth anni- 
versary celebration of our Temple, a history of the Temple 
Emanu-El should be published, and we are gratified to 
know that you have undertaken the work. The fact that 
you propose to embody a properly illustrated description 
of Salem Field Cemetery will make the proposed volume 
of peculiar interest to those who are bound with tender 
ties to our beautiful resting-place. 
Respectfully yours, 

Lewis May, President, 
Jas. Seligman, Vice President, 
Chas. L. Bernheim, Treasurer, 
Isaac Eppinger, ^ 

James H. Hoffman, 
M. H. Moses, 
Samuel M. Schafer, 
Louis Stern, 
E31ANUEL Lehman, 



>■ Trustees. 
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THE RISE AND PROGRESS OF REFORM 

JUDAISM. 



The Reform movement in Judaism is part of the world's 
history. The progress of enlightenment and civilization 
caught Religion on its onward march and held it fast ; so 
that to-day, while some of the arts and sciences are at a 
standstill because of the lack of adequate knowledge 
whereby they could be made immaculate, Religion — ethe- 
real, intangible — is still constantly striving to reach per- 
fection. Paradoxical as this sounds, it is nevertheless true. 
The mind of man, ever and anon, seeks to know the 
infinite, and he makes Religion the bridge by which he 
attempts to fathom Eternity. One hundred years ago the 
Age of Reason — misnamed, perhaps — was born. Liberal 
thought took the place of bigotry and fanaticism, and 
" with the process of the suns " life became more endur- 
able, and history began to chronicle heroism in which 
sword and spear had no place. 

The Israelite — always a forerunner in matters intel- 
lectual — also stopped to breathe. With the social barriei's 
cast down what possibilities were not his? With the 
political status changed what could he not accomplish in 
his own behalf ? The interrogation point was abroad ; 
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why should not the spirit of inquiry agitate the Jewish 
breast ? 

The son of Jacob paused and looked behind. With the 
pure teachings of Moses and the later prophets as a guide, 
his kindred was launched upon the world, to mingle with 
and become a component part of general humanity. But 
race hatred bred persecution, and the few fell into the 
hands of the many. Israel drew within herself, shunned 
the world, and lived apart. In her seclusion her religion 
became her all. The interpretation of the Law^ and the 
construction put upon the commandments tended tow^ard 
the upholding of the letter rather than the spirit. There 
was, perhaps, just cause for this. With the professional 
conversionist at the right and at the left, with material gifts 
offered for apostasy, with compulsory baptism of frequent 
occurrence, a fence was made around the sublime teachings 
of Israel's faith — a fence that in many instances obscured 
the light. The rabbis in those days — all honor to their 
memory — thought that Israel could best be kept together 
by means of minute observances, the outcome of precise 
interpretation of the Scriptures. Codes based upon the 
Thorah were written, and those in turn were annotated, 
commentaries and super-commentaries were added — all for 
the glory of God, The lines of demarcation were lost. 
The oral Law was accounted as binding as the written 
Law, and under the former, the whole of the commentaries, 
the ideas of the many epochs in which they w^ere indited, 



THE jRISE AND PROGRESS OF REFORM JUDAISM 3 

the individual explanations of ascetics and fanatics, were 
embraced. Medisevalism was responsible in a great 
measure for this peculiar interpretation ; when the 
Schulchan Aruch was codified, it presented, amid much 
that was admirable, much more that savored of ignorance 
and bigotry. But even in the Dark Ages, when persecution 
was the rule, the Jew rose above his compeers, and, when all 
relating to the Schulchan Aruch is said, it is nevertheless 
a monument to Jewish ethical teachings, despite its charac- 
teristic precepts. In the Ghetto, however, to live according 
to the tenets of the Aruch, even to the minutest detail, was 
possible. Existing apart, a community within a commu- 
nity, all forms, ceremonies, and customs could be faithfully 
observed. But with the dawn of a new era, it becomes 
almost impossible to follow many of these principles, 
and a change was imminent. To take his proper place in 
the world, Israel was forced to abandon much that was 
unessential. Conservative in all things, the Jew was most 
conservative in his religion. When the whole civilized 
world had light, however, he could not live in darkness. To 
other races the opportunity to throw oif a cramping yoke 
would have speedily recommended itself. Israel loved the 
past, despite its lash, and when reform became necessary, 
it was not accepted in a spirit of iconoclasm, but laid hold 
upon with a gradual grasp. Its ideas were conceived in 
enlightenment and fostered by reason. In our own day we 
know with what tenacity the Jew clings to every custom 
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of his childhood, even when he recognizes that they had 
their biiih in Cimmerian darkness. 

Reform was born to protect the spirit of the Law, to 
place the spiiit above the letter, to make the latter sub- 
servient to the former. The initiators of this movement 
loved their religion as deeply as their opponents of the 
so-called orthodox school. Because of their affection for 
Judaism they saw that conservation was imperative. The 
mode of procedure may have been drastic. In their enthu- 
siasm for a revival some of the exponents of the new 
school went to the extreme ; but that they were actuated 
by the best of motives none will deny. However we may 
differ with their methods, let us undei'stand that they 
sought to make the religious life of the Jews conform w^th 
the comparatively advanced civilization of the day, and 
this impulse was commendable. That they failed in their 
propaganda in some instances is no proof that progression 
was not a necessity ; it rather shows that the bulk of the 
people were not yet ripe for the change. To see that this 
is true we have but to cast our eyes about us to-day ; the 
same phenomenon, that of the difficulty of the reconcili- 
ation of the inner with the outer life, in all religious denom- 
inations, will become apparent. The moral law is eternal ; 
its translation into symbol is temporal, and furthermore, by 
reason of circumstances and suiToundings, it is different in 
certain localities. The men of Israel who w^ere at the head 
of Reform appreciated this condition, and sought to beau- 
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tify the faith of their co-religionists by bringing it into con- 
sonance, as far as their exposition of the Law of Moses 
would allow, with the everyday life of the people. For, 
after all, religion to influence aright must be a living 
organism and not a dead mechanism. The abolition of 
those forms and ceremonies that were not conducive to 
proper living, or that had, by reason of altered environ- 
ment, become meaningless, was of the highest importance 
to the spiritual welfare of Israel. When a ceremony lost 
its ethical significance. Reform would make it obsolete. 
Those thousand and one doctrines of the rabbis that for 
centuries were of no moral benefit to the Jew were better 
expunged from the code. In many instances these forms 
and ceremonies were harmful, inasmuch as their observance 
was degrading, to say nothing of the waste of time in their 
performance. 

Asceticism was never favored of Judaism. Life was 
always real, and a recluse was guilty of as many sins of 
omission as was the " Am Haaretz " of commission. The 
numberless ceremonial forms that had been grafted on 
to the main trunk actually hid the majesty of Jewish 
thought, and prevented the Israelite from seeing the 
beauty of his own religion. Because of this he fell back 
in certain lines in the race for advancement, and noble as 
might have been the motive for his slavery to the redun- 
dant interpretation of the Law, it was all unnecessary. His 
religious customs were mechanically executed, because he 
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no longer looked for the cause in which they had their 
origin. Day after day so many " Mitzvoth " must be per- 
formed in order that the Lord might "smell a sweet 
savor." If all ceremonies could have been life-giving and 
all Jewish conceptions invigorating there would have been 
no necessity for reform. Nothing is so pleasing as symbol, 
where a moral can be deduced, or where the concurring 
act will point an ethical lesson. Tlie Jewish Sabbath and 
festivals were not touched by the advocates of Reform, 
nor did they lay hands on any ceremonial that called a 
halt in man's onward march in order to cause him to 
become retrospective. No conception of Judaism that 
would lead to a better life was criticised. 

Just such regulations that were not binding, because of 
Israel's altered condition or by reason of the loss of their 
ethical force, were contemplated ; only such theories that 
were not warranted by ordinary intelligence were attacked. 
Israel could not live a double life, and the sacrijBce of the 
letter to the spirit, which permeated all worldly conditions, 
was not only essential, but obligatory. And the Reform 
movement meant even more. It was constructive in its high- 
est tendency, although destructive in puerilities. If it tore 
down useless bamers, it built up a conception of a Heav- 
enly Father that centuries of persecution had invested with 
all the faults and failings of human character. The Bible 
was not translated so as to be made intelligible to the new 
generation of Jews until the days of Mendelssohn (1729- 
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1786). With this translation, and the expositions thereon 
by Mendelssohn and his sympathetic coiifrereSj came a new 
era for Judaism. The liberal Israelite wavered whenever he 
repeated " L'Shannah Habaa Bernshalayim," or he did not 
say it at all. There was a future "Messianic Period," 
rather than a personal Messiah, in the minds of Jewish 
advanced thinkersl This, hoAvever, was theory for the 
present. The actual had come to pass. Divine worship 
was more decorous, peculiar synagogue ordinances were 
abandoned, and an occasional sermon in the vernacular was 
offered. This was a great stride for those days. Men- 
delssohn and his school builded better than they knew. 
Originally seeking the welfare of their own faith, they were 
the means of striking a blow at intolerance and fanaticism 
in whatever religious denomination such existed. Lessing.'s 
^' Nathan the Wise " grew out of Jewish Reform activity, 
and since those days hundreds of volumes have been 
written in the same strain as that inspired work. Syna- 
gogue decorum was but the thin end of the wedge. 
Reforms in daily Jewish life followed until a brighter 
view of Judaism appeared. With the successors of Men- 
delssohn a Jewish philosophy was brought to life that still 
portends well for the ultimate triumph of Jewish ideals. 
The wonder is all the more, because we find that many of 
the Reform pioneers were rigid observers of Schulchan 
Ariich legalism. 

A most important step in the progress of Reform was the 
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arrangement of the Tephillah. The prayers of the syna- 
gogue took the place of the sacrifices of the Temple, and 
from a very short ritual the Jewish prayer-book grew to enor- 
mous proportions. The leaders of Reform, believing in the 
Talmudic dictum, " Better little with devotion than much 
without devotion," rejected in a most reverential spirit 
much that had served a purpose at the time of its incorpo- 
ration in the liturgy, and such eliminations are still prac- 
ticed. Other prayers have been recast to suit times and 
circumstances, and modern compositions of more or less 
excellence have taken the place of those breathing a spirit 
of illiberality — child of a persecuting age. Sermons in 
the vernacular are delivered from eveiy pulpit in the civ- 
ilized world, and that which was an exception at the begin- 
ning of this centuiy is now the rule. In some synagogues 
in this country and abroad, Hebrew in the stated services 
has been almost entirely superseded by the vernacular, and 
two temples, one on this continent, and one in Europe, 
have altogether discontinued Saturday service, and hold 
divine worship on Sunday. Sunday lectures are delivered 
in many Reform congregations, primarily for the benefit of 
those who cannot attend the synagogue on Sabbath. 

Improvement in methods of teaching religion and 
Scripture history is another result of Reform. More or 
less scientific text-books are used, and regular sessions are 
held, whereas, before, the Cheder system was in vogue. 
Confirmation of children — girls as well as boys — is an 
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annual event in all Conservative and Reform Congrega- 
tions. Reform reached this continent as early as 1825, the 
Jewish community of Charleston, S. C, being the first to 
adopt it. Temple Emanu-El in 1845 joined the ranks, 
England followed in 1847, and from that time to this, 
every large city has its Reform contingent. Of the illus- 
trious names in the field of Reform, Mendelssohn, Jacob- 
son, Einhorn, Geiger, Hirsch, Holdheim, Mannheimer, 
Stein, Merzbacher, Wise, Adler, Kohlor, Gottheil, and of 
many others, much can be written. The fight that these 
men have made for what they considered to be the only 
intelligent expression of Judaism is matter of record. The 
obstacles they have encountered in the introduction of 
other modes of thought and other manners of worship 
would fill volumes. From the curtailing of the ritual to 
Sunday- Sabbath is a wide swath — ^the most important 
points of which were the introduction of the organ, the 
abolition of the second day of the festivals, and the 
uncovering of the head. Naturally, much inconsistency 
exists. Reform in one section is Orthodoxy in another. 
The organ is established in many noted Conservative 
shrines, and the head is uncovered in temples whose con- 
gregants are far from radical. Everything is not couleur 
de rose. 

The Reform wing of Judaism has honest critics on both 
continents. They complain that there is an absence of 
that earnestness among Reform rabbis to-day that char- 
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acterized the participants in the conferences of Augs- 
burg, Brunswick, Philadelphia, Leipzig, etc. There is 
to-day an inclination toward useless innovation, rather than 
an encouragement to gradual progression. The occupants 
of a number of Reform pulpits are drifting, consciously or 
unconsciously, into sensationalism, to the undoubted dete- 
idoration of our simple reverential spirit. The intellectual 
laity will have none of this, if it be in their power to ciy 
a halt. They rightly criticise the Refoim ministry for 
having no platform upon which to stand, and for not 
issuing a manifesto as to what constitutes Judaism. The 
rabbi is restive under the layman's touch — but the inquir- 
ing layman is entitled to a reply. The ciitics, of whom 
one in this country is the mouthpiece, are honest in their 
request, and are furthermore liberal, tolerant, and pro- 
gressive Jehudim. But far above idle innovation and 
love of novelty, Reform has been a great factor in Jewish 
development, and if the signs of the times be worth con- 
sidering, this movement, scarcely a century old, is destined 
to embrace within its folds all other divisions of Jewish 
belief. 

I cannot close this world's history on Reformed 
Judaism without quoting some sentiments so very ably 
expressed by the editor of the Menorah in his monthly 
issue of Febiiiary, 1895, on p. 69, on " What is Judaism?" 
He says : 

" Judaism, to fulfill its mission as the religion of human- 
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ity, must be adapted to the conditions of life, in order to 
become a living religion. This, however, cannot be accom- 
plished by one man, by one rabbi, by one teacher. It must 
be the work of the united thought, the united conviction, 
the united scholarship of the Jewish clergy throughout the 
land. Reforming at one's sweet will, instituting ceremo- 
nies which merely have the marks of a neighboring church 
from which they are borrowed, pandering to the clamors of 
a sensation-loving congregation, making capital for the 
rhetorical excellence of an individual at the expense of 
the life of Judaism, must be frowned down, and no one 
^Ise is more interested in frowning it down than the rabbis 
themselves. There is no question of the honesty and con- 
scientious convection of most of our rabbis, but the indi- 
vidual efforts are not infrequently made with a view to 
differ with the reforms instituted by the rabbi of a neigh- 
boring congregation. United conference, deliberation, and 
consideration are needed in order to establish an American 
Judaism which shall appeal to the hearts of tlie growing 
generation, and shall become a beacon-light to the Jewish 
church abroad, 

" Judaism's base, Judaism's fundamental root, need not 
be reformed, cannot be reformed. If it is anything at all, 
it must be as eternal as the heaven itself. The Jew who 
kneels at the walls of Jerusalem's temple, and prays for its 
restoration, the Jew^ who recites his ^ Sliemah Israel ' in a 
German, an English, a French, a Polish, a Russian, or an 
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Indian synagogue, confesses the same faith as the modera 
American Jew who sits in the temple without head cov- 
ering and reads his English prayer because he does not 
know the Hebrew. The Jew who no longer knows in 
America what a Talith, a pair of TefiUan is, who sits at a 
banquet table without inquiring whether the food has been 
prepared by a Jew, is as much a confessor of Judaism as 
the man who religiously observes the 613 commandments, 
if his belief in God as the Creator of heaven and earth, as 
the Father of man, who endowed His children with spirit 
from His Spirit, is implicit, if he feels himself in unison with 
his people in tlie past and present, to fulfill Israel's mission, 
by observing the moral laws of Moses, the prophets and 
sages, and glorifies the name of Israel's God by correct 
conduct and an exemplary life." 
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Fifty years have elapsed since the name of "Enianu-El" 
was formally adopted as a corporate title; and it is but 
meet and proper that the founding of the Congregation 
that bears this name and its histoiy to date shall be briefly 
sketched, as it will prove both pertinent and interesting. 

The Congregation Emanu-El is a child of German origin, 
and was nourished and raised at the fountain-well of Jewish 
theological science, according to the German interpretation. 

In the fourth decade of the present century there came 
to this country a number of Israelites from Germany, who 
seem to have been drawn together here by the liberal 
views which they held concerning religious affairs. They 
did not connect themselves with any of the existing Con- 
gregations already organized, for in their homes in Europe 
they had acquired a broader view of the requirements of 
their religion than obtained among their brethren here. 
They also took a deeper interest in the doings of their 
brethren who had not been blessed with the same liberal 
education as they had received, and conceived it to be 
their duty to lift them to a higher plane. 

They formed a society which they called the " Cultus 
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Verein, " or Culture Society, and held frequent meetings of 
which intellectual culture was the motive. In discussing^ 
the condition of their brethi*en who came from German- 
speaking countries, they concluded that it would be in line 
with their duty to their adopted countiy to better fit these 
newcomei*8 for their duty as American citizens by bring- 
ing them to a higher plane. The plan they deemed best 
suited for the purpose was to foi'm an organization where 
Jews of all shades of opinion could be brought together, 
all laboring for the common good, questions of ritual being- 
entirely tabooed. 

The members of the Cultus Verein had a hard struggle ; 
but, in spite of the difficulties which they had to combat, 
they worked earnestly and faithfully for eighteen months 
for the good and progress of the Jewish community, and, 
on the 6th day of April, 1845, when their society had 
thirty-three members, they called a general meeting, at 
which a resolution was passed, organizing themselves into 
a regular Congregation under the name of Emanu-El 
(God wath us). 

Arrangements were made for holding divine service, the 
ritual being altered to meet the views of the Congregation. 
A room was hired in a private dwelling-house, at the corner 
of Grand and Clinton Streets, and it was arranged for a 
synagogue ; the front seats were set apart for the use of 
men, and those at the back for the use of the women. A 
choir was established, of which the present honored vice 
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president, Mr. James Seligman, was chairaian, and he 
rendered valuable service as a member of the choir, 
singing lustily with the rest on eveiy Sabbath and 
holyday. 

Rev. Dr. Leo Merzbacher was engaged as rabbi and 
lecturer, at a salary of $200 per annum ; Mr. G. M. Cohn 
as cantor, at a salary of $200 per annum ; and Mr. W. 
Renau was engaged as secretary and sexton, at an annual 
salary of $150. 

The following is from the minutes of the first meeting 
of the Congregation : 

"general meeting of the cultus verein, held on 

APRIL 6, 1845. 

" To-day's meeting is called, in pursuance of a resolution 
of the Board of Directors of the Cultus Verein, for the 
purpose: First, to organize and establish the Congrega- 
tion ; second, to revise and adopt a constitution and by- 
laws, and for the election of officeiu" 

Section 26 of the constitution, as proposed, failed to be 
adopted. It provided for the sale of Eliahs (calling up to 
the reading of the Law of Moses), and the meeting resolved 
to have no such sales of privileges. 

Section 21 of the by-laws was so amended that the 
w^ife of a regular member, after her death, should be buried 
by the Congregation, free of expense to the family^ 
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even in cases where there was no seat in the synagogue 
rented for her. 

On a motion, a committee was appointed who were 
empowered to purchase and provide for every requisite 
article for the use of tlie synagogue. The committee con- 
sisted of Messrs. Rosenbourg, Dr. James Mitchels, Daniel 
Honigsberger, James Seligman, and Abraham Michelbacher. 
As the hour grew late, the meeting, on motion, adjourned 
to Sunday, April 13, 1845. Of all those present, James 
Seligman and Abraham Michelbacher alone are with us 
still, while Isaac Rosenbourg died but two years ago, and 
Dr. Mitchels within the past twelvemonth. 

The receipts at that meeting were as follows : 



Mr. Mtihlheiser, 
Dr. Mitchels, . 
H. Kling, 
B. Straus, 
I. Oppenheimer, 
Julius Baer, 
Bernard Baer, 
Gumbart Hellraan 
Mr. Gottschalk, 
J. Adler, . 
H. L. Cohen, 
H. S. Warshing, 
John Warshing, 
Laz. Goldstein, 
Henry Goldstein, 
G. Munk, . 
Dan. Honigsberger, 
H. Kranberg, . 
James Seligman, . 

Total amount 



$1 00 A. Michelbacher, 

62^ I. Rosenbourg, 

1 00 W. Felsenheld, 

25 Mr. Koshland, . 

25 E. Bluraenbaum, 

31}^ M. Wise, . 

Slj4 Cr. Eisgrau, . 

75 Mr. Lauber, 

15 Mr. Reutlniger, 

37 H. Meyer, 

1 00 Mr. Gottshalk, 

62 J^ I. Dittenhoefer, 

62J^ B. Kirsch, . 

S1j4 ^r* Bruckman, 

1 00 John Lehmaier, 

1 37 Mr. Wasserraan, 

62)4 Mr. Rosenbaum, 

1 00 Victor Burger, . 

1 00 N. Bacharach, 



2 
1 



e2% 

00 
62>^ 

siy2 

25 

75 

00 

75 

50 

00 

75 

75 

00 

62^ 

50 

75 

50 

75 

37^ 



of receipts, 



$28 25 
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Truly we have an evidence of the growth of our city 
and our community in Temple Emanu-El's rise from its 
modest hall, where the question of whitewashing the syna- 
gogue, for the sum of eight dollars, occupied almost a 
whole session, while recently the lecture and school rooms, 
together with new towers, etc., were reconstructed at a cost 
of eighty thousand dollars. 

The management of the Congregation was by two 
bodies : one called the directors, and the other an advisory 
board, styled " Verwaltungsrath." No president was 
elected. Each director acted as chairman, in turn, for 
four months. 

At the meeting held April 13, 1845, the following^ 
directors were chosen : Isaac Dittenhoefer (the father of 
ex-Judge Dittenhoefer), I. Rosenbourg, Dr. Mitchels, 
L. Goldstein, and M. Lehmaier ; as an advisory board^ 
I. Mulhauer, Dr. Bruckman, I. Stettheimer, and L. Hoiligs- 
berger. Dr. Leo Merzbacher was chosen minister, and 
G. M. Cohn, cantor. The minister is styled plain " Mr.'^ 
for some time in the records. The seats were made uni- 
form in price and were selected by lot. The price fixed 
was seven dollars for men and three dollars for women. 

The officers first selected were: I. Dittenhoefer, chair- 
man ; I. Rosenbourg, treasurer. This meeting was ad- 
journed to the following night. Then the question that 
agitated the members in attendance, Avas as to whether or 
not there should be a seal provided for the Congregation^ 
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and should it contain the name of the society in Hebrew 
and English ? 

This having been entrusted to one of their number, the 
next decision was to light the synagogue with gas. It was 
also decided to request Dr. Merzbacher that on such days 
as he does not preach, he shall expound the portion of the 
law for the day. 

The first general meeting of the members was 
held on May 4, at Fritz's Hotel, corner of Eldridge and 
Broome Streets. In the meantime, it was considered wise 
to purchase a burial ground, and Messrs. Rosenbourg^ 
Lehmaier, and Honigsberger were appointed a committee 
to conclude negotiations. 

At this meeting the salaries were fixed, the minister and 
cantor being given the liberal sum of $200 each, and the 
secretary and sexton (one officer), $150, with the distinct 
understanding that the congregation stood ready to 
increase these amounts if its circumstances warranted. 
No one can deny that Temple Emanu-El was true to its 
word. It increased, from time to time, the salaries of 
those who rendered them services, and their spiritual heads 
are, to-day, among the best paid ministers in the land, of 
any denomination. 

Temple Emanu-El has ever appreciated the importance 
of religious education, and one of the objects of its organi- 
zation was to enable the members to provide for the 
religious instruction of their young. Accordingly, at the 
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meeting on May 4, 1845, the minister, cantor, and sexton 
were required to take charge of the religious education of 
tlie children. Larger quarters were sought for school pur- 
poses and the school committee was directed to report a 
comprehensive plan. As an indication of the small begin- 
ning from which Temple Emanu-El arose, it is to be noted 
that the official record states that the expense of this 
meeting was one dollar. 

At a directors' meeting held a few, days later, it was 
resolved to engage Lawyer Towner to look after the con- 
tract for the burial ground, for the munificent fee of $10. 
It was also resolved, lest the paid officials of the Con- 
gregation should grow rich too rapidly on the perquisites 
of office, that the fees for marriage should be $2.50 to the 
minister, $1.50 to the cantor, and $1 to the secretary, 
bringing the expense of the nuptial ceremony to the large 
sum of $5, certainly moderate enough to meet the 
ability of the most humble benedict. Funerals, of course, 
are not such luxuries, so the tax for these was placed 
at $2 for the minister, with an additional dollar if an 
oration was required. 

At the next meeting of the directors, the cantor's salary 
was increased $50, because additional school work was 
given him. 

On May 26, Mr. Rosenbourg reported to a directors' 
meeting that the committee had closed the purchase of a 
burial ground, there being four lots at the corner of Grand 
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Street and Bush wick Avenue, Williamsburgh, at $150 per 
lot; $150 to be paid in cash and the balance on mortgage, 
at six per cent, the first year and seven per cent, subse- 
quently. 

At the same meeting it was reported that the temple 
furniture had been insured in the Mutual Safety Insurance 
Company for $400, at fifty cents per hundred. It was 
agreed to open the religious school on June 2. 

The Congregation evidently disliked to miss a pul- 
pit talk, for, on June 8, 1845, the directors notified Dr. 
Merzbacher that they were offended because he had failed 
to speak, and required him to notify them when circum- 
stances prevented his doing so. 

The members of Emanu-El, if conservative and close in 
their business methods, had high ambition, and did not 
wish to worship in a whitewashed hall any longer than 
they could possibly help. Tbey had a longing for a build- 
ing in keeping Avith the noble purport of their undertaking, 
but were conscious of their limitations. The directors 
therefore decided to advertise if some capitalists were will- 
ing to erect a building for the purposes of the congrega- 
tion, under certain conditions, and we therefore find a 
notice to that effect in the business columns of the New 
York Hemld of May 3, 1 845. 

At a quarterly meeting of the Congregation, held 
July 6, it was resolved to introduce German hymns into 
services, as w^as done in Germany, and the minister was 
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directed to arrange these, and also to report a list of 
prayei^s to be said on the high holydays. 

The first summer of the Congregation's history passed 
by without anything worthy of note; but as the winter 
<5ame on the need of heating the " temple " (as they already 
styled their humble quarters), became manifest, and it was 
resolved to put in a stove, a half ton of coal, and a barrel 
of wood, the two latter items, amounting to $5.68, being 
paid at the next meeting. 

On November 16, 1845, appears the first mention of 
any other Congregation. It is stated that a committee 
from Anshe Chesed Congregation (since become Temple 
Beth-El) was received to talk over matters of mutual 
interest. 

The directors evidently wished to reduce, the tax on 
matiimony, for, on January 25, 1846, we find them lower- 
ing the fees of the minister to one dollar and the cantor to 
the same amount, thus reducing the sum from five dollars to 
two dollars. 

In March, the record states, a proppsition was received 
from Simon and Moses Cohen offering to furnish to the 
congregation matzoths, passover bread, baked in accordance 
with the Jewish law. It was resolved, quite naturally, 
that the purchase of household supplies, even for matzoths, 
was not a matter for the Congregation, and therefore each 
member should procure his matzoths wherever he pleased. 

It appears that the members of Temple Emanu-El were 
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not pleased witli the manner in wliich Purim had been 
hitherto observed by their brethren. As the story of 
Esther was read in the synagogue, it was customary for the 
congregation to express by ejaculations and stamping its 
disapproval of Hamau's wickedness, and its delight at 
Mordecai's good fortune, as well as its unmistakable 
pleasure at the hanging of Haman and the enumeration of 
his disgraced sons. It cannot be said that such action is in 
keeping with the devout, reverent atmosphere that one 
should find in the synagogue, nor did it meet the aesthetic 
views of the new congregation. The directors therefore 
asked their spiritual guide, on March 1, how at the coming 
Purim they could conduct their service and themselves 
mit hirchliche hinsicht (with becoming churchly dignity). 

It was reported at this meeting that some Jew had 
left $35,000 for the benefit of emigrant Israelites by the 
establishment of schools, and that $30,000 was for a long 
time past available for a similar purpose; that both these 
sums were held in trust by the Portuguese Congregation, 
and that the other Congregations ought to take steps to 
obtain their shares. 

It will, perhaps, surprise many to hear that, as early as 
1846, an effort was made by the Jews of Ncav York to 
establish schools for the Jewish children of this city, under 
the patronage of the community. Yet such was the case, 
for we find that, on March 22, 1846, a conference Avas held 
between the directors of the Emanu-El Congregation and a 



24 TEMPLE EMANU-EL 

committee from the Talmud Thorali and Hebrew Institute, 
with this object in view. The directors, however, looked 
upon the project as impracticable, and therefore dis- 
countenanced it. 

Two other doubtless important matters transacted at 
this meeting were the abolition of the office of assistant 
director, and a resolution to whitewash the synagogue 
again. 

The first annual meeting of the congregation was held 
April 5, 1846. The receipts for the year were $1520.27, 
and the outlay $1509.77, leaving a balance of $10.50, 
against which there was an indebtedness of $278.25 for 
rent and salaries. It will be interesting in this connection 
to state that for the year 1893-4, the receipts were 
$77,923.78, and the disbursements $51,540.45, while the 
Congregation's investment account amounted to $110,000, 
and the general assets $28,809.97, a total of $138,809.97, 
not including the value of the Temple building, Salem 
Field Cemetery, and unsold pews. 

This gives evidence of the prosperity that has attended 
the secular affairs of Temple Emanu-El, while as a relig- 
ious body it rapidly foi'ged ahead and assumed, what it 
has since proudly maintained, tlie position of the first 
Jewish congregation of the land. Always in the van when 
duty called, no movement of any consequence has been 
undertaken by the Jews of this country but that the 
members of Emanu-El have been in the foreground. 



TEMPLE EMANU-EL 26 

When '^ war waged its wide desolation " Temple Emanu-El 
stood ready to aid the cause of the Union. No stauncher 
patriots than the brothers Joseph, James, and Jesse Selig- 
man were to be found in this broad land, and President 
Grant was warm in his eulogy of their aid and encourage- 
ment in those tiying times. 

During the Sanitary Fair, held in New York City for 
the purpose of raising funds for the wounded soldiers, 
the ladies of Emanu-El were active in good works. 
This patriotic feeling exhibited itself in the early days 
when, October 28, 1846, it was determined to celebrate 
Thanksgiving. 

The management was vested in the hands of five direc- 
tors, of whom each became chairman in his turn, each 
chairman retaining the office for a period of three months ; 
besides these there were four assistant directors. The first 
chairman chosen was Isaac Dittenhoefer. At the same 
time a committee was elected to assist Dr. Merzbacher in 
the consideration of reforms, and to decide about omitting 
and altering certain unsuitable and supei-fluous forms of 
prayer, such as Bame Madlikin and Yekumperkan. 

A choir was also organized, consisting of such members 
of the Congregation as possessed musical capabilities, and 
who rendered these services without remuneration. 

The next step of the Congregation was to procure a 
charter from the municipal authorities, and in this they 
speedily succeeded. 



26 TEMPLE EMANU-EL 

Another care of the Congregation was to keep a regular 
register of marriages and deaths, and this duty devolved 
upon the rabbi, Dr. Merzbacher, and is continued to this 
day by pur present ministers. 

Thus the young Congregation panted and struggled, and 
although it had to encounter such difficulties as want of 
members and limited resources ; and although it had to 
bear up against the jealousy and coolness with which the 
members of older Congregations regarded its development, 
its perseverance and energy were rewarded in the end. 
Gradually and surely the Congregation grew, and, whilst 
gaining strength internally, made rapid strides in outward 
extension. On October 11, 1847, the director proposed 
the purchase of a church building at 56 Chrystie Street, 
between Hester and what was then called Walker Street, 
now known as Canal. They said in their report that 
$15,000 was asked for the structure, but that $13,000 
would be an acceptable price. If. the building on inspec- 
tion by the committee proved to be well adapted to the 
needs of the temple, they recommended that $12,000 be 
offered for it. At the general meeting of the Congregation, 
held on the 17th of the same month, it w^as reported that 
the building was well adapted to the needs of the Congi-e- 
gation, and that they could have it at their price, $600 
being paid down at the signing of the contract, and $5400 
by the 1st of the following January, the balance remaining 
on mortgage at six per cent. A committee on subscription 
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was appointed and it was proposed to obtain the necessary 
$5400 from the members. The committee consisted of the 
following: Isaac Dittenhoefer, I. Ochs, A. Michelbacher, 

A. Rosenbaum, James Seligman, and L. Goldstein. They 
began work at once, and before the meeting had concluded 
had received subscriptions amounting to $3630, to be loaned 
without interest at periods ranging from one to two years. 
Of this sum, $1000 alone was subscribed by Mr. Ditten- 
hoefer, and $150 in diflfei*ent sums was donated outright. 
The balance needed was offered by the Zion Lodge, I. O. 

B. B., to which many members of the congregation 
belonged ; and their loan of $1700 was a very acceptable 
one. Mr. Kursheedt was engaged to attend to the legal 
work in connection with the transfer of the property, the 
services of Mr. Eidlitz were secui*ed as architect, for the 
purpose of making the necessary alterations, and the build- 
ing was taken possession of. 

The possession of the new place of worship awakened 
new energy and raised fresh desires for improvements in 
the form of divine service. An organ was bought to 
accompany the choir ; the triennial cycle of the reading of 
the Law, memorial service on the Day of Atonement, the 
annual confirmation of boys and girls, were gradually in- 
troduced, and old-fashioned, useless ceremonies, such as 
reading a portion of the Law by a so-called Bar Mitzvah 
boy, making a Mi-scheberach for one called up to hear the 
Law read, and eventually the calling up to the reading of 
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the Law, were abolished. Steps were also taken for the 
reconstruction of an elementary school, and on the 18th of 
October, 1848, under the superintendence of Dr. Merz- 
bacher, assisted by a number of teachers, it once more 
sprang into existence. By dint of great exertion it was 
kept up until the year 1854, when, overcome by insur- 
mountable difficulties, the undertaking had to be aban- 
doned. In its place a religious school was instituted, and 
the Sabbath and Sunday were set apart as days devoted 
to such instruction. From its commencement this school 
has become more and more flourishing and has served 
as a model for several other Congregations. 

The Congregation must have prospered to a certain 
degree, for we find that the minister's isalary was raised to 
$600, and the cantor's to $350. The former was, however, 
required to preach on each Sabbath and holy day, and also 
to prepare the children for their Bar Mitzvah, and to 
induct them into the Congregation of Israel, when they 
reached their thirteenth year. Confirmation, as at present 
conducted, had not yet been adopted. The minister was 
also required to be present at every service and to work 
out a new ritual under the direction of the Ritual Com- 
mittee. He was also to be present at the funerals of the 
members and of their wives, and to deliver addresses when 
required ; also to attend the obsequies of children of 
members, and if the deceased was over twelve j^'ears of age 
was to deliver a eulogy when requested, for which service 
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lie was to receive a fee of $1.50, with the proviso that in 
eveiy case he must be provided with a chaise, as carriages 
were then popularly denominated. 

It will show the conservative spirit of this Congregation 
when it is noted that, up to this time, the olden form of 
marriage certificate, printed entirely in Hebrew, had been 
used, and in May, 1848, Dr. Merzbacher proposed printing 
on the reverse side of each one, in neat typographic 
style, an English form of marriage certificate — thus not 
doing away with the okl, and giving the contracting 
parties the option of form — so that when framed, the 
English or the Hebrew would be uppermost, as tliey 
chose. 

In January, 1849, the minister had granted a ritual- 
divorce (which of course was not binding until a divorce 
had been secured in accordance with the law of the land) 
without the formal permission of the Congregation ; where- 
upon the trustees passed a resolution calling his attention 
to the fact that the performance of a marriage or granting 
of religious divorce by the minister was not a private act^ 
since he was the representative of the Congregation, and 
that he had no right to perform either ceremony without 
permission of the officers of the Congregation. 

In this new building an organ had been placed which 
was used in the service, and an organist was engaged at a 
compensation of $100 per annum. 

On March 11, 1849, a most important step in the 



TEMPLE EMANU-EL 31 

history of the Congregation was taken. The minister was 
directed to prepare a ritual in German and English. 

The first reference to any Jewish publication that 
appears in the minutes of the Congregation, excepting the 
announcement at the first meeting of the subscription to 
the Occident^ is that made on April 22,' 1849, when the 
thanks of the congregation were tendered to Mr. Isaac 
Dittenhoefer for acting as chairman for ten terms; the 
resolution to be published in IsraeVs Herald. This was a 
German periodical that had been established in this city, 
largely by the aid of members of the Congregation, by Mr. 
Isidor Bush, now of St. Louis, but which had only a 
fleeting existence, as on Mr. Bush's leaving New York for 
the West, the paper was given up. 

Up to this time it had been the custom in this temple, 
though a Reform Congregation, for the members to make 
offerings at the reading of the Law ; and on January 13, 
1850, it was agreed that the offerings be abolished, and 
that there be substituted therefor free will offerings 
during the j^ear, by the members, on such occasions as 
they saw fit to make them. 

On July 18 memorial services were held in the temple 
for the deceased President of the United States, Zachaiy 
Taylor. 

March 30, 1851, an important step was taken in the 
history of the Congregation by the purchase of twenty-five 
acres of land in East New York for cemetery purposes ; the 
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committee consisting of I. Rosenbourg, I. Dittenhoefer, and 
G. Shaefer. This laud, purchased for $3550, and to which 
other acres were added later on, has proved of great 
benefit to the Congregation in more ways than one. It 
formed the beginning of the magnificent " city of the 
dead" of the Congregation, styled Salem Field Cemetery 
which, thanks to the care and attention that has been 
bestowed upon it by careful management, has proved a 
valuable- investment and has become one of the most 
beautiful cemeteries of the many fine ones maintained upon 
Long Island. On January 24, 1852, steps were taken to 
finally inaugurate Salem Field Cemetery as a burial 
ground. As was never before the case with a Jewish 
cemetery, this was designed and laid out systematically 
with fine roads, well-ordered j^athways, and beautiful alleys, 
and was stocked with plants and flowers ; family vaults 
were built and neatly fenced in ; and, in fact, all that was 
possible was done to make the i)lace beautiful. To this 
day it presents the appearance of a lovely garden conse- 
crated to the Lord, and the name, " Salem Field Cemetery," 
has become celebrated. 

It appeai-s that at this time the health of the minister 
was not of the best, and that he was unable to perform his 
duties ^vith satisfaction to the Congregation. Still it w^as 
not in keeping with the character of the men that com. 
posed the Congregation to cast him upon his own resources, 
after the earnest service he had rendered them ; and so it 
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was proposed to elect him for life at the minimum salaiy 
of $300, to be arranged from year to year, as the finances 
of the Congregation warranted. These were not in very 
good condition, for the receipts for the year were $2909.20, 
while the outlay had been $3720.75, leaving a deficiency of 
$811.55. It appears that in September of the same year 
Dr. Merzbacher was so sick that it was not known when 
he would be able to lecture. Services were continued as 
usual, however, and sermons occasionally given by visiting 
ministers. Thus we have a record on September 9, 1851, 
of a letter of thanks to Rev. Mr. Henry for a lecture deliv- 
ered on August 30, which thanks were to be published in 
the Asmonean, the leading Jewish journal of that day. 

The Congregation suffering because of the minister's 
physical condition, through which the pulpit was occupied 
at intervals only, it was determined that its best interests 
required that someone be chosen who could fulfill the 
duties acceptably and regularly ; and therefore, on the 
10th of February, 1852, it was decided to declare the pulpit 
vacant at the end of the term of the present incumbent, 
and to advertise for candidates, the statement being made 
that this was done purely because of the physical condition 
of the minister and for no other reason. It was also 
decided to declare the position of the cantor vacant after 
the expiration of his term, as he had failed to give satis- 
faction to the Congregation, and repeated references are 
made in the minutes of admonitions sent to him, requiring 
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him to be more particular in the exercise of his duties. 
Rev. Dr. Merzbacher protested vigorously against the 
action in his case. He was reminded by the trustees that 
there were Congregations in Germany where there were 
more than one preacher. 

As for the readership of the Congregation, on July 23^ 
and 24, there appeared a candidate on probation, of whom 
a warm eulogium is entered upon the minutes, as uttered 
by the president, Mr. I. Stettheimer, who speaks of his 
fine intonation, his reverent tone, and his pure Hebrew. 
This was none other than the Rev. Adolph Rubin, who 
was shortly afterward chosen as cantor of the Congregation, 
and remained as such for nearly two score years, giving the 
fullest satisfaction from the moment of his entrance into 
the Congregation till the day of his departure from this 
world, and becoming attached warmly to the individual 
membei*s of which the Congregation was formed. 

On April 10, 1853, Mr. A. Michel bacher was chosen 
President of the Congregation, and from that day to the 
present time but one other, the present honored head, has 
occupied that important position. Mr. Michelbacher had 
long been identified Avith the interests of the Congregation, 
and his advent into his new office brought new life in the 
management. The Congregation at this time was not in 
a prosperous condition, and on May 1 a committee, con- 
sisting of Moses Schloss, Myer Stern, and James Seligman, 
proposed a plan to guarantee $4000 per year to meet any 
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deficit in the receipts of the Congregation. It was pro- 
posed to prepare two lists — one of members willing to pay 

« 

$40 per year instead of $15, and one willing to pay $25 ; 
in other ^vords to see if there were enough members willing 
to increase their dues in order that the Congregation should 
be enabled to properly carry on its affairs. This may 
have been proposed with a view to changing the quarters 
of the Congregation, when the expenses of course would be 
increased; for in November of the same year, it appears 
that the Congregation Beth Israel, having heard that the 
temple wished to dispose of its building, had considered 
the matter of purchase and were ready to make an offer 
thereon. The matter was discussed in all its bearings, for 
the members had long become dissatisfied with the loca- 
tion of the temple, which was not the most savory one, 
the quarter being even then little better than it is to-day ; 
and they therefore thought it wise to dispose of it and to 
erect a new building in a choice locality, if the members 
agreed thereto. For this purpose a special meeting was 
called, November 27, and a committee appointed to look 
about for a new building. This committee consisted of 
the following: Abraham Michelbacher, Lawrence Mack, 
B. Rothschild, Jacob Stettheimer, Martin Ditnian, and 
Myer Stern. On November 22 following, a committee was 
appointed from among the members to report to a special 
meeting of the Congregation with special reference to the 
removal — Moses Schloss, B. Rothschild, Myer Stern, M. 
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Ditman, A. S. Herniau, and S. Freedmau. At this meet- 
ing Mr. Stern reported on behalf of tlie committee that a 
very good offer had been made by the Congregation Beth 
Israel. The j^resident, however, advised against the same, 
unless $10,000 were paid down. He thought it to the 
interest of the temple to disi)ose of the building, but not 
unless $10,000 were subscribed toward a new structure for 
a number of yeai^s without interest. The matter was 
finally left to the trustees, who reported subsequently that 
the price offered was $17,500, leaving a i)rofit of $2500. 
'They had seen available plots between Fifth and Thir- 
teenth Streets, and between First and Third Avenues, for 
-from $10,000 to $12,000, and had plans for a building that 
-would cost from $20,000 to $25,000. The report showed 
"that taking into consideration the increased receipts from 
various sources, the indebtedness would be but $7000 more 
ihan at the present time. At the director's meeting of 
November 28, 1853, a committee from the purchasing Con- 
gregation w^as received, the matter was further discussed, 
^nd it was agreed to appoint a joint committee to meet in 
December and finally adjust matters. The committee con- 
sisted of Messrs. Schloss, Stern, and Stettheimer. At 
the trustees' meeting on December 15, it was reported that 
an agreement had been made to take the building ; and 
that a church in Twelfth Street had been offered for 
$30,000 and an annual ground rent of $500, which was to 
be reduced subsequently to $400, on a thirteen years' 
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lease^ with a renewal of forty-two years. They suggested 
that a committee be appointed to make a comprehensive 
plan for the conclusion of the business. This committee 
consisted of Messrs. Seligman, Stern, Stettheimer, Schloes, 
Ditman, Rosenfeld, and Mack. Messrs. Schloss, Rosen- 
feld, and Seligman were appointed a committee to ai'range 
with the minister for an improved ritual, and at the 
same time a committee was appointed to fi*ame a new 
constitution for the Conorreoration. 

On February 2, 1854, the old building was transferred 
to Congregation Beth Israel, and the new one passed over 
to Temple Emanu-El. 

Meanwhile considerable improvements in the order of 
service were pending. The Congregation had been long 
aware that many portions of the prayer-book, then in use, 
not only did not convey the idea of a prayer, disturbing 
rather than contributing to one's devotion, being tedious 
and unpleasant through continual repetition, but that there 
were even some expressing thoughts, desires, and wishes 
which contradicted the dictates of conscience of a man of 
education, and put a lie into the mouth of him who uttered 
the prayer. The custom hitherto in use, of omitting such 
portions of the prayer-book and of not reading them 
publicly during the service, was found inconvenient, and it 
was therefore decided to take measures for thoroughly 
remedying the evil. Accordingly, on the 1st of January, 
1854, a committee was elected to consider and determine 
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the revision of the prayer-book, in conjunction with Dr. 
Merzbacher, who was empowered to make the necessary 
alterations according to the decision of the committee. 
This was successfully carried into effect through the exer- 
tions of Dr. Merzbacher, who encountered inexpressible 
difficulties in the printing. Divine service according to 
the form of the new prayer-book was held for the first time 
on Passover, March 6, 1855. The ice was soon broken for 
further reforms, which were put into force in quick succes- 
sion. In June, 1855, the use of the scarf (tallis) was 
abolished, and in September, 1855, the celebration of the 
second days of all Jewish festivals was done away with. 

This j)rayer-book, with scarcely any alteration, is in use 
to this day, but will be legislated out of existence in the 
coming spring by the adoption of the new Union Prayer- 
book, being issued now by the Union of American Hebrew 
Congregations, in the preparation of which the ministers 
of the Congregation, Rev. Drs. Gustave Gottheil and 
Joseph Silverman, took an important part. 

For various reasons — very largely because of location — 
the Sunday school became reduced in numbers, till there 
w^ere but twenty-eight scholars, and it was deemed advis- 
able to discontinue it pending' the removal to the new 
building. 

On March 12, 1854, matters had progressed so far that 
the committee on invitation to the dedication of the new 
structure was appointed, consisting of Messrs. Schloss, 
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Rosenfeld, and Joseph Seligman, and the dedication exer- 
cises which took i)lace were extensively noticed in the 
daily press of that time. 

At the general meeting held April 18, the question 
of abolishing the second days of Passover, Pentecost, and 
Tabernacles was brought uj) by a letter from Dr. Merz- 
bacher. Considerable opposition was developed, and there 
was a general desire to get the views of absent members, 
so that, although the minister was supported by a vote of 
thirty-five to twenty-three, the matter was held in abeyance 
for consideration at a special meeting to be held six months 
later. The following year all the second days were done 
away with. 

This year marks a change in the Congregational man- 
agement. Theretofore, as it has been noted, there was a 
sort of Executive Council that managed the affairs of the 
Congregation. 

At the officers' meeting held April 23, 1854, the trustees 
were divided by lot into classes, and thereafter and since 
then the trustees have held office for three years. The 
choice fell as follows: for one year, Messrs. A. Michel- 
bacher, M. Schloss, and I. Stettheimer ; for two years, Joseph 
Seligman, M. Ostheim, and Isaac Bach ; for three years» 
Lazarus Rosenfeld, S. Schift'er, and Myer Stern. The last 
named gentleman was at the same time chosen as secretary 
to the board. 

The Congregation appreciated the important j)lace it 
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occiij)ied in Jewish life, and felt the need of affording the 
opportunity for religious instruction to those who for any 
reason were not attached to the Temple, as the trustees 
directed Dr. Merzbacher, on June 4, to give religious 
instruction to all persons of the Jewish faith above nine 
years, on Sunday mornings from nine to eleven o'clock. 

There long had been a desire on the part of the mem- 
bers of Emanu-El to have English spoken in the pulpit. 
Patriotic in all things, as we have repeatedly seen, they 
desired that the language of the land should be heard in 
their shrine, and February 4, 1855, Dr. Merzbacher was 
asked to spea,k in English at times, and a committee, con- 
sisting of Messrs. Myer Stern and A. Michelbacher, was 
appointed to secure an English lecturer. A few weeks 
subequently the minister gave his first English sermon. 
His physical condition was very poor, however, and on 
Api'il 8, 1855, a resolution was passed to advertise for an 
assistant minister able to speak English and German, and 
otherwise capable of filling the position. 

The Rev. Dr. Isaac M. Wise of Cincinnati, although 
but a couple of years in that city, had already laid the 
foundation there for what is now the Hebrew Union Col- 
lege, an institution that has sent into the world over two 
score rabbis, who are filling pulpits to-day in the leading 
Congregations of the land. In the interests of Zion's Colle- 
giate Institute, as the modest precursor of the Hebrew 
Union College was known, Rabbi Wise made a tour 
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through the Eastern States, lecturing in the principal syna- 
gogues and temples. He was extended a cordial invita- 
tion to speak in Temj)le Emanu-El, and did so on 
May 5, 1855. 

In October of the same year the residents of Norfolk 
and Portsmouth, Virginia, suffered severe losses, and 
appeals were sent broadcast tlirough the land. Always 
prompt to respond,- the membei's of Emanu-El contributed 
$395 to the fund being made for their benefit. 

In October, thanks to the initiative of Rabbi Wise, a 
convention of rabbis and laymen was held in Cleveland, 
Ohio, to adopt a platform for Refoim Judaism. One plank 
that the leader inserted was the following * 

" That the Talmud is acknowledged by all Israelites 
as the legal and obligatory commentary of the. JBible." 

This awakened opposition among many leaders of Re- 
form Judaism in the East ; although Dr. Merzbacher was 
present at the conference, he had arrived after the adoption 
of this part of the platform. Dr. Einhorn, then in Balti- 
more, published a vigorous protest against this utterance, 
and in Temple Emanu-El, Mr. Myer Stern moved that in 
reference to the adopted platform of the Cleveland Con- 
vention, we do not acknowledge that the Talmud is the 
legal and obligatory commentary of the Bible, which 
jaotion was adopted as the sense of the Congregation. 
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Rev. Dr. Einhoni, having rendered valuable service in 
practical advice, and in earnest and exalting lectures and 
sermons, one of which, delivered in the Temple on the 21st 
of June, 1856, induced the Board of Trustees to pass the 
following resolutions, and to show their appreciation by 
presenting him with a silver service, which the resolutions 
more especially explain : 

Tempo: Emanu-El, 
New York, August 3, 1856. 
At a regular meeting of the Board of Trustees the 
following preamble and resolutions were adopted by 
acclamation : 

Whereas, the Rev. Dr. Einhorn has so generously 
responded to an invitation extended to him by the above 
Congregation to deliver a sermon in their temple; and 

Whereas, said sermon was delivered on the 21st of 
June last, with all the eloquence and power both in lan- 
guage and argument which characterize the sermons of 
Dr. Einhorn, Therefore, 

Resolved: That the thanks of the Emanu-El Congrega* 
tion be hereby tendered to Rev. Dr. Einhorn for his kind 
and able manner in complying with the ardent wishes of 
this Congregation. 

Resolved: That we sincerely congratulate the Haar 
Sinai Verein of Baltimore, and our co-religious brethren 
throughout this country, in possessing such an able advo- 
cate of the true principles of Judaism in the person of said 
Dr. Einhorn. 
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liesolved: That this Congregation present Dr. Einhom 
with a service of plate, as a token of esteem and reward of 
merit, for his zeal and untiring efforts to promote and instill 
the true doctrine of our faith throughout the world. 

Resolved: That Mr. Myer Stern be appointed a com- 
mittee to make said presentation in the city of Baltimore 
on Monday the 11th inst., at sucli hour and place as will 
suit the convenience of said Rev. Dr. Einhorn. 

liesolved: That a coj^y of the above resolutions be 
transmitted to the Rev. Dr. Einhorn, and also be inserted 
in the Asirioiieari Sinai Israelite and Occident. 
It was tlien also further 

Resolved: That the thanks of this Congregation, and 
especially of this Board, be and are hereby tendered to our 
worthy president and his noble lady for their kind, liberal, 
and hospitable entertainment of Rev. Dr. Einhorn while 
our guest on his recent visit. 

By order of the Board, 

A. MiciiELBACiiER, Pres. 
, TiiEO. Stern, Sec. 

Demgemass fand am 11 ten August die tTberreichung 
des Ehrengeschenkes,* durch Herrn Myer Stern, Mitglied 
der Tempeldirection, statt, welcher hierbei folgende An- 
rede liielt : 

Rev. Dr.! Die Stunde ist herangenaht, die mir vergonnt, 
mich der angenehmsten Pflicht zu entledigen, die mir zur 

* Das Silber Service besteht aus einer Kanne, zwei Pocalen, und einer Platte. 
Jedes Stuck ist hOchst kunstvoll gearbeitet and trftgt die Inschrif t : ** Presented 
by the Emanu-El Temple, New York, to the Rev. Dr. D. Einhorn, as a token of 
esteem. August, 1856." Die Kanne tragt auch eine Abbildung des lierrlichen 
Tern pels. 
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Vollziehung nur immer aufgetragen werden konnte, und 
wenn ich Ihnen gestehe, dass icL, beseelt von den Geftihlen 
der innigsten Freude, ftir die Erftillung eben dieser Pflicht 
kaum Worte finden kann, so werden Sie mir gewiss Ihre 
giitige Nachsickt gerne zu Theil werden lassen. Indem ich 
mir erlaube, Ihnen in kurzen Worten die Veranlassung 
meiner jetzigen Mission und die eigentliche Bedeutung der 
gegenwartigen Handlung zu bezeichnen, wird es Ihnen 
schwerlich auffallen, mich einige Augenblicke iiber die 
hohe Aufgabe sprechen zu lioren, die dem heutigen Israel 
geworden, iiber Reform im Judenthume und fiir dasselbe. 
Wie jedes Jahrhundert die geistige und politische Freiheit 
der menschlichen Gesellschaft im Allgemeinen der Vervoll- 
kommung naher zu bringen berufen ist, so ist dies nicht 
minder der Fall mit dem Entwicklungsprozesse der ein- 
zelnen Nationen. 

Am unverkennbarsten tritt uns aber diese Wahrheit 
aus der Geschichte unseres Starames entgegen. Dem 
Kometen gleich, der Jahrhunderte nach seinem Ver- 
schwinden wieder in vollem Glanze am Firmamente er- 
scheint, so sehen wir auch Israel nach zahllosen Jahren des 
Druckes und der Erniedrigung, die ihm Geist und Leib fiir 
immer zu fesseln geschienen, neu hervortreten am Hori- 
zonte der Volker — im glorreichen Kampfe fiir Geistesfrei- 
heit, fiir Unabhangigkeit der Menschen — und Biirgerrechte 
vom besondern Glaubensbekenntnisse, fiir jene weltum- 
schliugende Ideen, die seiner gottlichen Lehre zu Grunde 
liegen. Wie der Phonix aus der Asche des eignen ver- 
westen Koi'pers jung und lebenskraftig sich erhebt, so hat 
sich aus der verdunkelnden Hiille von Mythen und Tradi- 
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tionen in voller Jugendkraft ein Judenthum vor unsem 
Augen erhoben, das uns in seineni unverwlistlichen Kerne 
die Nahrung der zukiinftigen Menschheit, wie in seinen 
Formen veranderliche Bewahrungsmittel fiir diesen Kern 
erblicken lasst und mit dieser Anschauung iiberall in un- 
serer Mitte ein neues, kraftiges Leben und Streben aiif 
religiosem Boden zur Reife bringt. Diese Geisteserhebung^ 
haben wir jenen erleuchteten Briidern zu verdanken, die 
mit jener hoheren geistigen Begabtheit, die Schein und 
Wesen wohl von einander zu scheiden weis, zugleicli den 
sittlichen Muth besassen, mit ihrer besseren I'eligiosen tTber- 
zeugung in die Welt hinauszutreten, das Morsche und Zer- 
fallene in den herkommlichen Zustanden offen darzulegen^ 
und auf die Mittel der Wiedergenesung fiir unseren dahin- 
siechenden Religionskorper hinzuweisen. Zu diesen Mann* 
em zahlen wir besonders Sie, Herr Doctor, der Sie alien 
Verfolgungen, Schmahungen, und Krankungen von Seiten 
der Baalsdiener zu Trotze nimmer sich abhalten liessen, als 
Apostel der Wahrheit aufzutreten, und wir als Gemeinde,. 
die wir den Geist des Fortschrittes in seiner vollen Erlos- 
ungskraft erkannt und uns bestreben, dem Judenthume 
einen Tern pel im Herzen zu erbauen — einen Tempel, worin 
Tugend, Rechtlichkeit, und Bruderliebe als Diener des 
Gottes Israels walten sollen. Wir drticken Ihnen unseren 
Dank fiir dieses Ihr heldenmiithiges Auftreten aus, so wie 
unsere voile Sympathie, als deren Zeichen ich Ihnen dieses 
Geschenk zu iiberreichen die Ehre habe. Moge dasselbe 
Ilmen zur Errinnerung dienen, dass es noch Manner in 
Israel gibt, die der heiligen Sache hilfreiche Hand zu lei- 
sten bereit sind, und gegeniiber den Dienern des Mammons 
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iind der Geistesverfinsterung Sie imraer voq Neuem mit 
muthiger Ausdauer rusten auf dem betretenen Pfade der 
Wahrheit, der endlich Sieg werden muss, und moge Sie 
Gott zur VoUziehung dieses Ihres hohen Berufes bis zur 
hochsten Stufe der irdischen Laufbahn wohl, kraftig, und 
siegesrauthig uns erhalten ! 

Auf diese Anrede wurde unsererseits ungefahr folg- 
endes erwiedert: 

Ich miisste, verehrtester Freund, die hohe Ehre, die mir 
Ihre musterhafte Gemeinde hat zu Theil werden lassen, 
wenig zu schatzen wissen, wenn ich mich nicht tief beschamt 
dariiber fiihlen sollte. Das prachtvoUe Ehrengeschenk, das 
Sie mir unter so schraeichelhaften Ausdriicken im Namen 
derselben iiberbracht, wie nicht minder die Erwahlung 
Ihrer Person zu solcher Sendung gewahrt mir eine Aner- 
kennung, welche meine schwachen Verdienste um die 
Sache des religiosen Fortschrittes weit iibersteigt. AUes, 
was ich in dieser Hinsicht ansprechen darf, das ist ein 
Antheil an den wissenschaftlichen und practischen Resul- 
taten der neueren Jiidisch-theologischen Forschung und der 
Titel eines ehrlichen Mannes, der zu der grossen heiligen 
Sache der Veredlung des Judenthums fest stand selbst zu 
einer Zeit, wo ihm statt der Lorbeeren — Dornen und Dis- 
teln dafiii* zu Theil geworden. Mein Anspruch ist, wie Sie 
sehen, von der Koketterie einer falschen Bescheidenheit 
weit entfernt, aber auf solche Kranze durfte ich nicht 
hoffen; solche Kronen wiirden hochstens dem geziemen, 
welcher fur die Jiidisch-religiose Entwicklung in den Ver- 
einigten Staaten das schon vollendet hatte, was meine 
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schwache Kraft kaum noch begonnen. Noch ist die gi'osse 

Masse fur die Regeneration Israel's niclit gewonnen ; noch 

ist in unserer eigenen Mitte eine voUstandige Aussohnung 

zwischen Lehre und Leben erst zu erstreben ; noch hat die 

Wahrheit nicht jene Siegestrophan errungen, die ihr ge- 

biihren imd ihren Vertretern gestatten, sich mit solchen zu 

schmiicken. Es ware fast eine Heiligenschandung, wenn 

ich eine Gabe, aus so edlen, frommen, und heiligen Gef iihlen 

entsprungen, fiir etwas Anderes nehmeil wollte, als ein 

Zeichen der Ermunterang, auf der betretenen Bahn muthig 

vorwarts zu schreiten und den zahh*eichen Hindernissen, 

die sich unseren geraeinsamen Bestrebungen noch entgegen- 

stellen werden, Trotz zu bieten ; als ein Zeichen der voU- 

komraenen (Tbereinstimraung mit jenen religiosen Grund- 

satzen, die ich in einer der seligsten Stunden meines Lebens 

in Ihrem heiTlichen Tenipel vor einer so herrlichen 

Gemeinde verkiinden durfte — in einfachen schmucklosen 

Worten und im vollen Vertrauen auf die Macht der reinen 

Gotteslehre, die, ohne Schmuck und oline Kiinstelei, in 

ihrem ureigenen Licbte strahlt und ztindet ; als Zeichen 

endlich des innigen Bundes zwischen zwei Gemeinden, die 

durch den gemeinsamen Protest gegen die Clevelander 

Beschliisse eine That von grosser Tragweite vollzogen, und 

deren ferneres Zusammenstehen im heiligen Kampfe nicht 

verfehlen w^ird, fiir die Saclie der Reform — vielleicht schon 

in wenigen Jahren — grosse Erfolge zu erzielen. Und in 

diesem Sinne ist es mir allerdings gestattet, auf dieses 

Pfand der Liebe und Achtung mit Stolz und Jubel, ja mit 

den schonsten Hoftnungen fiir die glorreiche Entfaltung 

unseres Lichtpanier's zu blicken ; denn es wird mir immer 
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von Neuem unter gottlichem Beistande die Kraft befliigeln, 
den Muth entflamraen, und den leuchtenden Gedanken ins 
Herz rufen : " Emanu-El — Gott rait uns ! " Es wird in 
gleicher Weise auch nach Aussen hin einen hochst giins- 
tigen Einfluss iiben als ein glanzendes Zeugniss, dass die 
jtidische Intelligenz Amerika's fiir immer den Stab ge- 
brochen iiber das talmudisch verkrlippelte Judenthum und 
das Judenthum des Geistes, des Prophetenthums zu ihrer 
Devise erkoren, dass in dieseni Lande, welches man ausser- 
halb ganz und gar in zeitliche Interessen versunken glaubt, 
noch helle Augen leuchten und begeisterte Herzen schlagen 
fiir die grosse Zukunft unseres Stammes, ein Zeugniss, dass 
unserem Lager viele jetzt noch Schwankende und Un- 
schliissige, und selbst von jenseits des Oceans gar manchen 
wackeren Kampfer fiir unsere religiosen Interessen zufiihren 
wird. Ja, wenn ich bedenke, wie der heutige Tag, der 
zehnte Ab, der fiir raich zu einera so hohen Ehrentage ge- 
worden, derselbe ist, an welchem ich vor zwolf Monden den 
Pilgerstab ergriffen, urn iiber den Ocean zu ziehen, in der 
Hoffnung dort ein Asyl zu finden, fiir die geknechtete 
Wahrheit dort aufpflanzen zu diii'fen das in den Staub 
getretene Banner der Gotteslehre, so kann ich, jetzt von der 
Liebe zweier, so vortrefflicher Geraeinden begliickt, nicht 
anders, als mit Jacob rufen : " Ich bin zu geringe, O Herr, 
der Gnade und Treue, die Du an deinem Knechte gethan ; 
denn mit raeinem Stabe zog ich iiber den Jordan, und nun 
bin ich zu zwei Lagern geworden." So sei denn die Stunde 
gesegnet, in welcher wir Sie, den Sendboten einer so edlen, 
erleuchteteu, und hochstehenden Korperschaft, in unserer 
Mitte begriissen durften und die Bitte niir gestattet, Ihren 
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ehrwuixiigen Comraittenten in meinem Namen die Versich- 
erung gebeu zu woUen, dass ich es als eine heilige Aufgabe 
betrachteu werde, mit dein stolzen Triumphe den Sie mir 
bereitet, Kapital zu machen — fur's Judenthum, dass die 
Geftihle meines innigen Dankes nur von der Bewundeining^ 
Ihres unvergleichlichen Edelrauthes iibertroifen werden 
konnen und dass das Andenken an den heutigen Tag^ 
meinem Herzen insolange in flammenden Ziigen einge- 
graben bleiben ^vird, als seine Pulse noch warm schlagen 
fur die grosse Mission Israel's, d. h., bis zum letzten Odem- 
zuge! 

The Congregation flourished and prospered happily and 
peacefully until, on the 21st day of October, 1856, a catas- 
trophe occurred which deeply shocked all the members 
and very many non-members of the Congregation and 
plunged them in indescribabre and heartily-felt sorrow. 
On the last day of the Feast of Tabernacles (Shemini 
Atzereth) Dr. Merzbacher preached as usual; hi» 
text and theme was the benediction of the priest, and 
he concluded his sermon with the dispensation of that 
blessing. He left the house of God, and on his way 
home a sudden attack of congestion of the lungs over- 
came him ; he fell, and never spoke again. His funeral 
was the most affecting and imposing that had ever been 
seen in this city. The Congregation knew and knows still 
the value of such a spiritual leader, and cherishes his 
memory to this day with feelings of the tenderest respect. 
On the anniversary of his death memorial lights are placed 
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in the temple and the Congregatioa in unison recites the- 
Kaddish. They erected a costly and elegant monument 
over his grave, and on every anniversary of his death his 
memorial is solemnized during the service. 

Mr. Lewis May was the chief marshal of the day ; and 
Rabbis Einhorn, Raphael, Isaacs, Henry, and Fischel, Dr. 
Friedlein, and Mr. Robert Lyon, representing all the various 
Congregations, etc., participated. The Constitution and 
Grand Lodge, the District Grand Lodge, and the various 
lodges of the Independent Order B'nai B'rith were fully 
represented, while every Jewish institution had one or 
more representatives present. 

After the lapse of the first days of deep sorrow, the 
most important care of the Congregation was to consider 
the election of another spiritual leader to occupy the place 
so suddenly vacated. The choice fell upon Dr. Samuel 
Adler of Worms, circuit rabbi of Alzey, who accepted 
the engagement offered him. On the Sabbath before 
Passover, 1857, he preached his initiation sermon and 
entered upon the spiritual inheritance of his immortal 
predecessor. Where the path was so smoothed, and with 
the foundations so well prepared, further progression was 
comparatively easy; and the work of progress was 
continued. 

The attention of the Congregation was next turned to 
the school of religion, which was but poorly attended. 
It was very deficiently supplied with schoolbooks in 
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the Eoglish language, which were the only ones that the 
children could underatand properly. A "Bible History," 
abridged from Emanuel Hecht's manual, and a " Guide to 
Religious Instruction for Jewish Children," were drawn 
up, and arrangements were made for their translation 
into English. These works have since been published 
in several editions and have been adopted in numerous 
schools throughout the country. 

The number of scholars increased gradually until at 
last it reached nearly three hundred. These were divided 
into seven classes, and received instruction from seven 
teachers, who, being members of the Congregation, nearly 
all rendered their services without remuneration. With the 
progress of the religious school, the number of candidates 
for confiimation, in which formerly but few took part, 
increased considerably, and it soon grew into an institution 
dear to the hearts of both young and old. 

Although Dr. Adler came up to the highest anticipa- 
tions of the membei*s, there remained the same desire to 
hear the vernacular in the pulpit, which found expression in 
April, 1856, in a resolution to engage an English lecturer. 
In December a committee, consisting of the president and 
Mr. Myer Stern, were sent to arrange with Mr. R. J. De Cor- 
dova to deliver English addresses every fortnight, the topics 
to be selected after consultation with the minister. These 
lectures were delivered on Sabbath morning, but were subse- 
quently given after the regular service had been concluded. 
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In fact, the English lecture seemed disagreeable to the 
minister and to some members of the Congregation, and 
signs of discord appeared from time to time. There was a 
sentiment on the part of many that the lecturer ought to be 
a theologian, and although Mr. De Cordova was re-elected 
for several years this feeling existed nevertheless. Com- 
plaint was made by some that his addresses were not of a 
particularly religious character, but treated largely of secular 
matters, handled by the inimitable lecturer in delightfully 
interesting style. It was for this reason that it was decided 
to hold the lecture after the Sabbath service, instead of 
assigning it to the position usually accorded the sermon ; 
and in May, 1861, when Mr. De Cordova was re-elected 
it was on condition that his addresses be submitted 
to the rabbi of the Congregation two days in advance. 
Three years later he was not re-elected because he was not 
a theologian, which was deemed a necessary qualification 
thereafter. 

Up to this time the custom of wearing the hats re- 
mained in vogue, and Dr. Adler was invited by a resolu- 
tion to meet the Ritual Committee and report on the pro- 
priety of uncovering the head during the English lecture 
and divine worship. The reply of Dr. Adler was to the 
effect that the hat might be taken off during the lecture. 
The Congregation, however, decided to do away with the 
wearing of the hat entirely. 

In the fall of 1859 the plan of an orphan asylum 
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was launched, and collections were taken up for its benefit, 
$7000 being subscribed by the members of the temple. 
In December a call was made upon the Jews of the 
country for their brothers in Morocco and Gibraltar, and 
the Congregation's response footed up to $480. The 
suffering of the Jews in the East, because of the re- 
ligious persecution, led to the formation of the Board of 
Delegates of American Israelites. Its purpose was to 
represent the Jews of the United States in such a way that 
government action could be enlisted in behalf of the per- 
secuted Jews, through the State Department at Washing- 
ton. Temple Emanu-El took no part in the formation 
of this Boai'd of Delegates, although invited, but on the 
contrary was strongly opposed to it, and expressed the 
views of tlie Congregation in a long circular covering three 
pages of closely printed matter. The objections were, first, 
the social and political character of the proposed organiza- 
tion; second, the religious purposes for which it M^as 
formed; and, third, because, for purposes of benevolence, 
there was no need for its existence. Sometime after, when 
the good work that ^vas done by the Board of Delegates 
manifested itself clearly, the Temple joined the movement 
and became one of its most active pillars. 

In February, 1860, we find the first record of the 
activity in congregational matters of the descendants of 
the founders of the temple, when Mr. A. J. Dittenhoefer 
was appointed a committee on the revision of the laws. 
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About this time came the feeling that the building was 
not adapted for the growing wants of the Congregation, 
and an agitation was set on foot for the procurement of 
larger quarters. This agitation was kept up for two years, 
ivhen it found culmination in a special meeting, called 
November 27, 1862, for the purpose of considering the 
erection of a new building, and a subscription of $50,000, 
^vithout interest, was made up among the members, to be 
used until receipts came in from the sale of pews. It was 
proposed that the building should cost in the neighborhood 
of $125,000, and the following committee was appointed to 
report fully upon the matter : Lewis May, Joseph Fatman, 
James Seligman, Bernhard Mayer, M. Schloss, H. Cohen, 
Max Herzog, and Myer Stern. The necessity for the erec- 
tion of a new building was brought to the attention of the 
trustees by a delegation of members consisting of Messrs. 
May, Fatman, James Seligman, and Myer Stern, represent- 
ing the Congregation at large, and it was at their suggestion 
that a general meeting of the Congregation was called to 
take place on November 27, in order that the sense of the 
members might be taken on the necessity of the new struct- 
ure. Nothing came of the matter for the time being, how- 
ever. It should be said in passing that among the many 
calls upon the charitable inclinations of the members dur- 
ing the year, were $754.10 obtained by the Hebrew Benevo- 
lent Society as the net proceeds of a lecture given for its 
l3enefit, and $465 resulted from an appeal at Passover for 
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the benefit of suflfering soldiers, while $161 was subscribed 
to aid the Kansas sufferers. On February 8, 1863, the 
president reported that the cemetery was free of all incum- 
brances. On the 8th of the following month the Congre- 
gation showed its appreciation of the eminent services 
rendered to the poorest of the poor by Dr. John A. 
Mitchells without any reward but the consciousness of 
acting as became a good Israelite, and in consideration of 
this fact he was extended an honorary membership in the 
Congi'egation and a life interest in a pew. At the fol- 
lowing meeting of the Congregation, held April 26, Mr. 
Lazarus Rosenfeld was chosen vice president, which office 
he held until 1890. 

Dr. Adler reported that the second portion of the 
prayer-book referring to the holydays had been finished and 
published. It was agreed that confirmation services should 
be shortened and that the public examination should be 
held on the previous Sabbath. 

April 30 was declared a fast day by the President of 
the United States in view of the condition of affairs on 
the battlefield, and a suitable service was held in the 
temple. The poor of Ireland were distracted at this time 
with a terrible famine that was raging there, and on the 
Feast of Pentecost a special collection was made for their 
benefit, which netted $367.50. A special meeting of the 
Congregation was held on May 27 to open a subscription 
list in aid of the wounded and volunteers in the mili- 
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tary service, at the call of the Western Sanitary Com- 
mission. 

On October 13 the mortgage upon the temple was can- 
celled, and five hundred dollars was paid to the Mutual Life 
Insurance Company for the privilege of canceling the 
mortgage aud releasing the Congregation. The building has 
since been without incumbrance, as in spite of financial 
stringencies the Congregation's affairs have been uniformly 
prosperous. 

In February, 1864, when the great Sanitary Fair was 
held here for the benefit of the soldiers, the Congregation 
took an important part, Messrs. May and Schloss represent- 
ing it upon the Executive Committee. 

On February 22, 1864, the sexton and collector, Abra- 
ham Mayer, a gentleman of refined mind and very polite 
manners, such as are not always found in a person holding 
such a position, esteemed and beloved by all the Congre- 
gation, died, and to increase the sadness of the case, his 
wife died the next day. Both took the disease of typhoid 
while nursing their eldest daughter. The child recovered. 
As no means were left for the support of the children, a 
subscription was taken up which resulted in the magnifi- 
cent amount of over fourteen thousand dollars, and the 
Rev. Dr. Adler, Messrs. Abraham Michelbacher, Moses 
Schloss, and Myer Stern were' appointed as administrators 
and guardians over the children, as they were all minors. 

Up to this time the affairs of the Congregation had been 
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conducted so veiy closely that the secretary for the time 
being, Mr. Lewis May, reported that there was no desk or 
other conveniences for his office and no place for the ar- 
chives. A safe was then invested in and a desk purchased. 
At the meeting in April Messrs. Lewis May and James 
Seligman were chosen trustees, and have been in active ser- 
vice ever since. This year the English lecturer was not re- 
elected, because he was not a theologian. Many members 
were displeased at this, for if Mr. De Cordova did not dis- 
course learnedly on the Bible and Talmud, he was at least a 
ver)^ interesting speaker. A special meeting was called to 
consider the raattei*, and the agitation for English was kept 
up for a long time. 

The need for a new^ place of worship also occupied a 
large share of the membei's' attention, and after an eloquent 
appeal on Atonement Day by the minister, the trustees 
were authorized to sell the Twelfth Street building, and 
committees Avere appointed. On October 26 the principal 
committee decided to look for ground between Thirtieth 
and Forty-fourth Streets and Fourth and Seventh Avenues, 
and to issue two thousand shares of one hundred dollars 
each at six per cent, interest. 

On November 23 Mr. Abraham Michelbacher, who 
had been president for a number of years, resigned his 
position, and Mr. Lazarus Rosenfeld acted temporaiily as 
executive officer. 

The annual collection among the members for the bene- 
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iit of the Hebrew Benevolent and Orphan Asylum Society 
amounted in Januaiy, 1865, to $10,093.25. 

Appeals having been made for the aid and relief of 
refugee slaves, $100 was appropriated to the American 
Commissioners March 12, 1865, for that purpose, but a 
single vote being recorded against the gift. In April came 
the sad and distressing news of the assassination of our 
martyr President, and the temple passed fitting resolutions, 
draped the building, and held Lincoln memorial services. 

The plan to purchase and build at the corner of Forty- 
third Street and Fifth Avenue was unanimously adopted, 
and it was decided to erect a building costing from 
$300,000 to $500,000, including building lots, which 
<;ost $106,750 ; but it was agreed to go no further until 
$50,000 was subscribed. Messrs. Leopold Eidlitz and 
Henry Fernbach were chosen as the architects. 

Lewis May was chosen president on May 4, 1865, and 
S. J. Spiegelberg treasurer. Mr. May has faithfully per- 
formed the duties of that office ever since. 

About this time the Emanu-El Theological Seminary 
Association was formed for the purpose of encouraging and 
aiding deserving young American Jews to enter the min- 
istry, and the use of the rooms of the temple was given. 

On October 8 an appeal was received from the Board 
of Deputies of British Jews for aiding the unfortunate 
Jews in Morocco. A collection was made on the concluding 
day of the Tabernacles festival, which yielded $1312.26. 
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The collection for the benefit of the Orphan Asylum 
yielded in the following January, $16,781.31. 

In June, 1866, a committee was appointed to compile a 
history of the Congregation, but the work never material ized» 

The opportunity offering to acquire an adjoining tract 
of land for the cemetery, a plot was purchased for 
$25,000. 

In the meantime tlie foundations for the new building 
were going on apace, and on October 30 tlie comer-stone 
was laid, the exercises being participated in by Diu Adler, 
Einhorn, Gutheim, and May. The following February 
the Twelfth Street building was sold for $35,000 to the 
Mishkan Israel Congregation. 

At a meeting held A^ml 13, 1867, a letter from Mount 
Sinai Hospital was received, stating that the institution 
was in poor financial condition and required immediate re- 
lief. The temple members, always ready for an emergency^ 
made up $2750 at once for the purpose. 

In June the Kit\ial Committee urged the Board of 
Trustees to use its best endeavors to introduce uniform 
prayer-books for all Reform Congregations in the United 
States generally, and on motion, Mr. Myer Stem was ap- 
pointed a committee to call on the presidents of the various 
Congregations in New York to secure their co-operation for 
this purpose, but they did not succeed, as Dr. Einhorn had 
a w^ork of his own that he was particularly interested in, 
and did not care to have it displaced. 
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On account of yellow fever, on October 7 an appeal 
foi' relief was received in behalf of co-religionists in New 
Orleans and Galveston, which was responded to by a col- 
lection amounting to $1764. 

The need of an English-speaking minister again exer- 
cised the members, and a special meeting was called for 
February 23, 1868, at which it was stated that there was 
no chance of procuring an English lecturer in this country ; 
that members of the Congregation at the time in England 
be asked to be on the lookout for one whose theological 
views would suit the Congregation, but the chances were 
that they would have to go to Germany to find one for 
the supply in England was very limited. Subsequently a 
special meeting was held to extend a call to Rev. Dr. Max 
Lilienthal, then in Cincinnati. His Congregation, how- 
ever, declined to release him, and made him an offer which 
kept him among them. 

At the annual meeting held in May a committee was 
received from the Congregation Adath Jeshurun soliciting 
the temple's co-operation in the establishment of an organ 
of Jewish Refonn, and the trustees were directed to 
appoint a Conference Committee in the matter. 

Applications for the vacant position of English minister 
were received from the Rev. Dr. J. K. Gutheim of New 
Orleans, Simon Tuska of Memphis, and R. D. C. Lewin of 
Savannah, and Rev. Dr. Gutheim was chosen for five years 
at the salary of $6000. 
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The new temple was dedicated to tlie service of God 
on September 11, 1868, with imposing ceremonies. 

The first sale of pews was held on September 13 and 
14, Mr. Myer Stern acting as anctioneei-, when 231 V2 pews 
of the 366 within the building were sold at the appraised 
value of $481,900, plus a premium of $226,675, making a 
total of the sale $708,575, thus virtually leaving a surplus 
of over $86,000, in addition to I34V2 remaining pews, 
which had an appraised value of $143,300; 35 of which 
pews were rented at the same time at a total of $6100 
per year. Never before in the history of any Jewish Con- 
gregation was there such a wonderful success shown as 
with this new structure, which in spite of its very heavy 
cost left the Congregation with a surplus of nearly a 
quarter of a million of dollars. This is, however, simply 
an indication of the great success that has attended Temple 
Emanu-El, which has never done anything by halves. 

The Chairman of the Buildings Committee was Mr. 
Martin Dittman, and a very large proportion of the success 
of the work was due to the individual interest exhibited 
by him. The trustees of the Congregation passed appre- 
ciative resolutions to President Lewis May and Vice 
President Lazarus Rosenfeld, as well as to Mr. Dittman, 
and directed that their portraits be painted at the expense 
of the Congregation and placed in the trustee room of the 
Congregation, where they can still be seen. 

On April 6, 1869, a strong appeal was received from 
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Dr. Ludwig Geiger, in belialf of suflfering co-religionists in 
Kussia, and 2000 guilders were forwarded to him. 

On the 13th of April, the twenty-fifth annivei'saiy of 
the foundation of the Congregation was celebrated by a 
sacred concert and a religious celebration on the following 
Sabbath. 

Ill September a collection was made for the sufferera 
by the Avondale tragedy in Plymouth, Pa., the sum of 
$502.25 being forwarded. 

On June 30, 1870, 2000 francs were forwarded to the 

Alliance Israelite Universelle for the support of orphans 

of Russian Jews who had perished by the famine that had 

raged there for some time. 

« 
At the Jewish Charity Fair, held in December of the 

same year, the ladies of the Congregation brought in the 

sum of $31,000 at the various tables. 

On January 21, 1871, the attention of the Congregation 
was brought to the suffering existing in Pfaltzburg, when 
1200 francs were sent for distribution. 

On May 8, 1871, the opportunity was offered to pur- 
chase a valuable Hebrew Library in Amsterdam, consist- 
ing of 2800 volumes and valuable manuscripts. These 
were purchased, and in 1894 this library was presented 
to Columbia College, the duplicates being given to the 
Hebrew Union College in Cincinnati. 

In October, 1871, when the destruction of Chicago cast 
a gloom over the mercantile community of the United 



TEMPLE EMANU-EL 65 

States, and from one end of the land to the other money 
was poured into the suffering city, Temple Emanu-El sent 
the sum of $2771.97, and in Februaiy following, when Sir 
Moses Montefiore appealed for suffering correligionists in 
Persia, $560 w^ere sent without delay. 

In May, 1872, Rev. Dr. Gutheim, after having been 
four years with the Congregation, was urgently requested 
to return to New Orleans to take the pulpit of Sinai 
Congregation, and severed his connection wdth Emanu-El, 
much to the regret of the members. 

The Emanu-El Theological Seminary Association hav- 
ing accumulated a fund, gave over to the Congregation the 
sum of $10,000 in trust, and established the Emanu-El 
Preparatory School for Jewish Rabbis. 

It was finally decided to advertise here and abroad for 
an English lecturer, while Mr. I. Seligman, and other 
members who were then in England, wrote concerning the 
Rev. Dr. Gottheil, who was then officiating in Manchester, 
and on December 21 Mr. Seligman, accompanied by Mr, 
Steinhart, another member of the Congregation, reported 
that they had gone to Manchester to hear Dr. Gotthiel, 
that they were very much pleased with him, and advised 
that he be invited to preach. 

A special meeting was called in view of the excellent 
report made concerning Dr. Gottheil, but not wishing to 
elect anyone without a trial sermon, they offered to pay 
Dr. Gottheil $300, and reimburse him for his expenses, if 
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he would preach. Dr. Gottheil accepted the terms, and 
sailed for America on the Scotia on the 19th of April, with 
the intention of returning to his Congregation in time for 
Pentecost. 

The members of the Board of Trustees met him upon 
his arrival at Sandy Hook, and he spoke in English the 
3d of May and the 10th of May, and in German on the 
7th. They were so pleased with his utterances, and with 
the minister himself, that they called a special Tinistee 
Meeting for the evening of the 10th of May and recom- 
mended his election for five years at $6000. Dr Gott- 
heil at once found a warm place in the affections of the 
Congregation, and has retained it ever since. 

On May 26, 1873, the Congregation, which had hereto- 
fore kept aloof from the Board of Delegates, agreed to join 
that body. 

Yellow fever within a few months had carried death 
into the ranks of the Jews and Christians in Shreveport> 
Memphis, and other points on the Mississippi River, and 
$2500 were sent for their relief ; $500 went to the 
Howard Association in Shreveport, $1000 to the same 
organization in Memphis, $1000 to Mr. Henry Rice, who 
was intimately connected with business interests in that 
section, to be used as he deemed best, and a further sub- 
scription of $250 was sent in September to Shreveport 
and Memphis, and it was further agreed that a special col- 
lection should be made on Sunday, October 15, during the 
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service of the Feast of Tabernacles, the larger part of the 
proceeds to go to the Howard Association, whose ministra- 
tions were limited to no race or creed. 

On October 26, 1873, the Trustees invited the Rev. Dr. 
Felix Adler, who had just returned from Europe where he 
had prepared for the ministry, to preach on the following 
Sabbath, Dr. Adler's address awakened much criticism 
from the fact that the views he expounded were much 
broader than those that prevailed at the time, and it was 
noted that during the entire address he made no reference 
to God. He was severely criticised at the time, but his 
earnestness and elegance of diction attracted considerable 
attention and approval. 

The panic that overspread the country following the 
Black Friday of '73, naturally enough attracted the atten- 
tion of the ever-active officers of the Congregation, and 
various entertainments w^ere arranged in order to raise 
money to relieve the prevailing distress. The eminent 
painter. Constant Mayer, offered to furnish a portrait for 
the benefit of the fund, and the members were assessed 
one dollar each per week in order to swell the fund ; and 
Mr. R. J. De Cordova gave his inimitable " Mrs. Grundy " 
at Steinway Hall, which netted $923. The portrait of 
Mr. Mayer brought in $747, and the subscription by the 
members yielded $5865.28. 

At the meeting of the Congregation held May 10, 1874, 
it was resolved to inquire into the expediency of having 



68 TEMPLE EMANU-EL 

•German sermons on the Sabbath and English lectures on 
Sunday, and the matter was referred to a committee con- 
sisting of Joseph Seligman, A. L. Sanger, and E. Lehman. 
The committee, after consulting with Dr. Gottheil, reported 
adversely at the following annual meeting. At the same 
meeting a committee was appointed to consider the advisa- 
bility of uniting with Western and Southern Congregations 
in establishing a university for training Jewish teachers 
-and rabbis. In October, 1875, Mr. Myer Stern urged the 
appointment of a committee to report on the removal of 
the large pillars in the temple, which obstruct the view of 
nearly one quarter of the entire congregation, the minister 
being to them both invisible and inaudible by reason 
thereof. Mr. Stern has agitated this improvement continu- 
ously up to the present year, when the proposition was 
finally brought to the attention of the members, but with- 
out success. The removal of these pillars would improve 
the acoustics of the structure, and the enhanced value of 
the pews would more than make up for the necessary out- 
lay for the work. 

In December, 1875, it was proposed that the Emanu-El 
Theological Seminary should do active work, and the 
co-operation of Congregations Bethel and Ahawath Chesed 
was invited. In May following Messrs. Rosenfeld, Lim- 
burger, Schloss, and May were appointed as delegates to 
a gathering for the formation of a Hebrew College, the 
Congregation voting $2000 per annum toward it. 
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It having been agreed to co-operate with the Hebrew 
Union College of Cincinnati, a preparatory school of that 
institution, under direction of the Emanu-El Theological 
Seminary Association, was established with Drs. Adler and 
Gottheil at the head. In May, 1879, the school was placed 
under the charge of the Union of American Hebrew Con- 
gregations, becoming virtually an eastern branch of the 
Hebrew Union College. 

Believing that the younger generation ought to be 
drawn into the councils of the temple, Mr. Myer Stern, 
who had been actively identified with the management 
in one way or another since the earliest days, resigned as 
trustee to make room for younger blood, but then, as now, 
it was difiicult to interest it in the work. 

The serious depression of 1876 caused collections to be 
made all over for the relief of the suffering, and in Novem- 
ber it was agreed to solicit from the members of the Con- 
gregation one dollar per week for twelve weeks, and dis- 
tribute the same through a committee. 

In May, 1879, German in the pulpit was abolished, and 
it was moved to have a religious service on Sunday, which 
was referred to a special meeting held in December. The 
vote stood 53 to 43, but it was agreed not to institute the 
change on so close a margin of votes. 

On September 8 of the same year it came to the atten- 
tion of officers of the Congregation that Mr. Leonard 
Montefiore, a son of Nathaniel and a nephew of Sir Moses 
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Montefiore, was lying critically ill at Newport, among 
strangers, and Dr. Gottheil was requested to proceed there 
and see if he could render him any service. Mr. Monte- 
fiore had, however, breathed his last on January 8, before 
Dr. Gottheil's arrival. And one whose early years had 
given promise of a brilliant future was cut down in the 
prime of life. The British Legation took charge of the 
remains, which wei*e placed in the care of the Congrega- 
tion, and a public funeral was held in Temple Emanu-El 
the following Friday. 

In December, Mr. A. Limburger having resigned as 
Vice President, Mr. Lazarus Rosenfeld was chosen to suc- 
ceed him, and occupied the position until his resignation 
in 1889 

The death of Cremieux in the early part of 1880 sent a 
thrill through the entire Jewish world. It was through 
this French statesman that the Alliance Israelite Univer- 
selle was enabled to do such noble work in the East. 
Without having at its back someone who exercised a 
commanding influence in the political world, it could have 
achieved but a fraction of the great good that marked its 
history. 

Memorial exercises Avere held throughout the countiy 
on March 8, and Temple Emanu-El was selected for the 
union services held in this city by the diiferent Jewish 
<!!ongregations and institutions. 

Mrs. Minnie D. Louis, for many years connected with 
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the religious school of the temple, and engaged also largely 
in charitable work, conceived the idea of establishing a 
school in East Broadway, whose purpose it was to exercise 
a refining influence over the children of that district. 
Originally, the plan was simply to have exercises on 
Sabbath afternoons, for attendance at which it was a neces- 
sary requisite that the children be tidy-looking. A bath 
was given to such as came with soiled faces and unkempt 
hair, while those who needed shoes or clothing were pro- 
vided with these necessaries so far as the means of the 
school permitted. The children were also given liberal 
portions to eat and drink before dismissal each week, and 
the good influence of the school was soon apparent. Since 
then the scope has been considerably broadened, so that at 
the present time sewing, type-writing, drawing, cooking, 
«tc., are taught, as well as religion. On December 26, 
1880, Mrs. Louis asked of the trustees the moral support 
of the Congregation for her new project, in conducting 
which she was being largely assisted by confirmants of the 
Congregation, and not only was the moral support given, 
but subsequently at different times the school was assisted 
from the funds of the Congregation. 

The Emanu-El Theological Seminaiy had been doing 
its work unostentatiously, preparing a number of young 
men for the ministry, its first fruit being Mr. Abraham 
lUch, a bright young man from Albany. Having decided 
that he should take a course at a European university in 
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On account of yellow fever, on October 7 an appeal 
for relief was received in behalf of co-religionists in New 
Orleans and Galveston, which was responded to by a col- 
lection amounting to $1764. 

The need of an English-speaking minister again exer- 
cised the membei's, and a special meeting was called for 
February 23, 1868, at which it was stated that there was 
no chance of procuring an English lecturer in this country ; 
that membei's of the Congregation at the time in England 
be asked to be on the lookout for one whose theological 
views would suit the Congregation, but the chances were 
that they would have to go to Germany to find one for 
the supply in England was very limited. Subsequently a 
special meeting was held to extend a call to Rev. Dr. Max 
Lilienthal, then in Cincinnati. His Congregation, how- 
ever, declined to i-elease him, and made him an offer whicb 
kept him among them. 

At the annual meetino^ held in Mav a committee was 
receiveil tvoin the Con«:re2:ation Adath Jeshurun solicitius: 
the temple's co-opemtion in the establishment of an organ 
of Jewish Refonn, and the trustees wei'e directed to 
appoint a Confei'ence Committee in the matter. 

Applications for the vacant jx>sition of English minister 
were reoeiveil f ix>m the Rev. Dr. J. K. Gutheim of Xew 
Orleans, Simon Tuska of Memphis, and R. D. C. Lewin of 
Siwannah, and Rev. Dr. Gutheim w;^s chosen for five years 
at the Sidarv of ^6000. 
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The new temple was dedicated to tlie service of God 
on September 11, 1868, with imposing ceremonies. 

The first sale of pews was held on September 13 and 
14, Mr. Myer Stern acting as auctioneer, when 231 V2 pews 
of the 366 within the building were sold at the appraised 
value of $481,900, plus a premium of $226,675, making a 
total of the sale $708,575, thus virtually leaving a sui*plus 
of over $86,000, in addition to I34V2 remaining pews, 
which had an appraised value of $143,300 ; 35 of which 
pews were rented at the same time at a total of $6100 
per year. Never before in the history of any Jewish Con- 
gregation was there such a wonderful success sho\vn as 
with this new structure, which in spite of its very heavy 
cost left the Congregation with a surplus of nearly a 
quarter of a million of dollars. This is, however, simply 
an indication of the great success that has attended Temple 
Emanu-El, which has never done anything by halves. 

The Chairman of the Buildings Committee was Mr. 
Martin Dittman, and a very large proportion of the success 
of the work was due to the individual interest exhibited 
by him. The trustees of the Congregation passed appre- 
ciative resolutions to President Lewis May and Vice 
President Lazarus Rosenfeld, as well as to Mr. Dittman, 
and directed that their portraits be painted at the expense 
of the Congregation and placed in the trustee room of the 
Congregation, where they can still be seen. 

On April 6, 1869, a strong appeal was received from 
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value of $481,900, plus a premium of $226,675, making a 
total of the sale $708,575, thus virtually leaving a surplus 
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pews were rented at the same time at a total of $6100 
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gregation was there such a wonderful success shown as 
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of the Congregation and placed in the trustee room of the 
Congregation, where they can still be seen. 
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tal Montefiore, the personal sacrifices that he made for his 
brethren. Consider for a moment the large-hearted muni- 
ficence of Baron Von Hii^sch, who recognizes the necessity 
of achieving the real emancipation of the uncultured Jews 
in the East, by affording them the widest opportunities for 
education. He sees that the wealth and high social posi- 
tion of the minority serves rather as an incentive to an 
attack on the part of the envious enemies of the Jewish 
race. May we not, nay, must we not, profit by the wise 
lessons which they teach us. 

" We see the educated, enlightened, well-to-do minority 
of our American Jews swamped by the irrepressible influx 
of ignorant, uncivilized refugees from despotic and fanatical 
Russia, Poland, and Roumania. They not only drain our 
liberally supplied treasury of charity, but they threaten our 
standing and position in the community. Unfortunately 
the world will not judge them as individuals, but as part 
of the Jewish community, thus reflecting sadly upon our 
morals, our habits, and our position. Shall we wait until 
prejudice has entirely driven away the good will, the good 
opinion, of our fellow-citizens and neighbors, until all are 
confounded with the masses, who are what thev are from 
no fault of theirs ? Certainly not ! Our charitable help 
can do no more than alleviate, temporarily, distress and 
suffering. The real deliverer is the teacher and instructor, 
and even if we do not ourselves as a Congregation furnish 
these, we are at least morally bound to erect a building 
in which the less fortunate can receive teaching and in- 
struction, and try to make ladies and gentlemen of them. 
Give such opportunities to these people by inviting them 
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to a Temple Institute, and bid them welcome. They are 
eager to avail themselves of such opportunities. 

" And it is not for the class alone that I have already 
described that I plead and ask your votes to determine 
this evening to erect the building so much wanted. 

" The building should be large enough to contain a hall 
to seat comfortably five or six hundred persons. Besides 
the use of which I spoke of, it could be used for various 
meetings, social and otherwise, of members of this Temple, 
which it would not be appropriate or convenient to have 
in the Temple building. In this way the members can 
become better acquainted with each other, and greater 
enthusiasm could be aroused than is possible by simply 
congregating together during the hours of worship. 

" In the same building there could be also a number of 
smaller rooms adapted to various purposes, such as the 
meetings of Jewish societies and committees for philan- 
thropic work, who have no building of their own, or whose 
buildings are inconveniently situated for meeting purposes. 
Another great object of the building would be to carry on 
there the work of reaching the many thousands who are 
now, as before stated, becoming rapidly indifferent to 
Judaism, the actual work of which could best be com- 
mitted to societies like the Young Men's Hebrew Associa- 
tion and the Young Women's Hebrew Association, who are 
accomplishing that work, but whose means have been 
entirely insufficient to enable them to carry it on success- 
fully. 

*' Another great good that such a building can accom- 
plish, is by providing for those of our faith who are eager 
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to woi-ship with us, but whose circumstances through 
misfortune and various causes are such as to prevent their 
hiring pews or seats either in our or any other temple or 
synagogue on our sacred holidays. I say provide them in 
that Temple Institute with accommodations to woi*ship our 
God, and let all the seats in it be as free as the pure air of 
heaven. The fact that the building iias been erected by 
tJiiH Temple will afford to the young people of our temple 
abundant means for practising the precepts of philan- 
thropy which they learn from the lips of our preachers. 

" It is not enough that the members of our Congregation 
as individuals are charitable. The Congregation itself, as 
an oi'ganized body, nnist engage in humanitarian work, so 
that the community can see plainly the good effects of the 
religious exercises. Shall we see infidels around us busy- 
ing themselves in erecting and maintaining institutions 
which excite our deep admiration, while we stand idly by, 
satisfied to perpetuate old customs, Avhich is often done 
eitliei' from habitual practice, or through superstitious 
feelings; or, on the other hand, shall we continue to 
permit the hundreds and thousands of our young people, 
es[)ecially those of the working classes, to grow up in 
utter ignorance of Judaism, and becoming wholly indif- 
fei'ent to it ? 

" Sitting in our parlors of an evening, or meeting in 
harmony or friendship to watch the progress of the age, 
we little feel the misery of thousands and thousands of 
the working classes, avIio, when night comes, have either 
to shut themselves up in the close rooms of tenement 
houses, or frequent the disi'eputable haunts which abound 
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ill this city, when it is within our power, without any great 
effort to mitigate to a considerable extent the evils of 
city life to many of our own race and faith, and check 
the imminent peril to the good name of Judaism likely 
to arise. 

" We ought to be up and doing, without any delay and 
without any difference of opinion, so as to plant the ban- 
ner of Reformed Judaism and of the Temple Emanu-El 
over an edifice consecrated to religious, educational, and 
philanthropic work. Upon the legal question, as to our 
right to appropriate our money in this way, it is proper 
to say that the only restriction upon any religious society, 
incorporated under the laws of this State, in disposing of 
its property and revenue, is contained in the first section 
of Chapter 176 of the Laws of 1876, and that section 
expressly allows any such incorporation to contribute 
toward the support and maintenance of any church, relig- 
ious or benevolent institution, or object connected with 
the church or denomination to which corporation shall 
belong. 

" I regret to say that while you all, as members of the 
temple and as citizens of this community, do your full 
duty in every good and noble work, yet as a Congregation 
we indulge in apathy sadly in contrast with the obligation 
which devolves upon us — as the leading Congregation of 
this country. Let us lead in reality, not merely in name. 
Let us give an example which is worthy to follow. Let 
us place ourselves in front as a band of brothers who 
understand the needs of the time, and do that for our race 
and faith which no other Congregation is so well calcu- 
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lated to do as we are. Let us make a beginning by erect- 
ing the Temple Institute on our vacant lot with a view of 
providing for a great need of the community at large." 



The plan for such a building, however, has never 
materialized, for the reason that the sentiment seemed to 
prevail that the lot was too small. But the spirit of phil- 
anthi'opy and humanity prevailed, and not only the mem- 
ber of the Temple, but many other prominent co-relig- 
ionists, not members of the Temple, took up this important 
and praiseworthy matter, the result of which was the call- 
ing into existence of the Hebrew Institute, at the corner of 
Jeffei*son Street and East Broadway, which is so success- 
fully carried on under the presidency of Hon. Isidor 
Straus, ably seconded by such men as Louis Stern, Jacob 
H. Schiff, Samuel Greenebaum, Myer S. Isaacs, Professors 
Henry M. Leipziger, and E. R. A. Seligman, and other phi- 
lanthropists Avell knoAvn for their good works. 

On January 4, 1884, the eminent German statesman^ 
Edward Lasker, who was on a visit to this country, died 
in Xew York Avith^ scarcely a warning, and his obsequies, 
which were held at the Temple on January 10, were 
participated in by all the German Societies and Clubs in 
Xew York City, and the German Legation, as well as by 
the different Jewish institutions and Cono^refications. The 
main sj^eakei's of the day Avere the late Dr. Adolph 
Huebsch, Dr. Gottheil, the Hon. Carl Schui-z, and the Hon. 
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Andrew D. White. So intense was the interest in the 
event, and so great was the desire to secure admission, that 
a force of two hundred policemen was required in order to 
presei^ve decorum outside the building, and to keep back 
those who could not be admitted. 

In October of the same year the Congregation honored 
the venerable patriarch of Ramsgate, when he entered hi& 
one hundredth year, by a special service, at which the 
addresses were delivered by the late Henry Ward Beecher^ 
Rev. Stephen H, Camp of Brooklyn, and Dr. Gottheil. A 
handsomely prepared volume containing the addresses was 
sent to Sir Moses Montefiore, who acknowledged its receipt 
in due form. 

At different times the matter of holding Divine ser- 
vices on Sunday, or at least lectures which would attract 
members of the Congregation, was considered by the 
authorities of the Temple, and on December 2, 1884, a 
special meeting was called, at which the following resolu- 
tions were presented: 

" JResol/ved^ That, adhering to the principles of Judaism, 
we are of opinion that they will be advanced by the hold- 
ing of Divine service on Sunday in addition to the regular 
Sabbath service. 

"Resolved, That this Committee recommend to the 
Board of Trustees to advertise for an assistant minister. 

" Resolved, That the Ritual be revised, so that the ser- 
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vice may be shortened, and conducted mainly in tlie 
English language." 

Although the fii'st resolution was lost by a vote of 
25 to 51, the views of the Cono^resration underwent a 
change, and on the installation, subsequently, of Rev. Dr 
Jose})h Silverman, as junior minister, Sunday seiTices 
were made and have since continued to be an important 
feature of Temple Emauu-El's work. The second and 
third resolutions were adopted at a subsequent meeting. 

In July, 1885, the officers of the Temple took notice of 
the seventieth birthday of their beloved Cantor, Rev. 
Adolph Rubin. 

On October 5, 1885, memorial services were held in the 
Temple for Sir Moses Montefiore, who had passed a score 
and a half of years beyond the Psalmist's allotted term of 
life. 

On the 22d of November the pulpit of the Temple 
was again occupied by one of the young ministere whose 
early training had been conducted under the auspices of 
the Emauu-El Theological Seminary Association, Dr. Ber- 
nard Drachman; and again on the 12th of December, by 
another one of lin proteges^ Rev. Maurice H. Harris. 

On April 10 and 11, 1886, Rev. Dr. Jos. Krauskopf 
of Kansas City occupied the pulpit by invitation of the 
Board of Trustees. 

The earthquake which played sad havoc in Charleston, 
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South Carolina, during the month of August, affected many 
of our co-religionists, and a collection taken up among the 
members of the Temple yielded $1500. 

On October 18 the question of Sunday services was 
again brought up. During the previous winter lectures 
were delivered on Tuesday evenings by laymen and minis- 
ters, which had proven very successful, and it was decided, 
therefore, to hold weekly lectures any evening but Sunday, 
nor at any time on that day. The following month it was 
thought advisable that the minister of the Congregation 
should give a German discourse once in four weeks, this 
was done, however, for a short period only, being soon 
abandoned. 

On the 9th of February, 1887, the seventieth birthday 
of the honored Vice President of the Congregation, Lazarus 
Rosenfeld, was taken note of. This event coincided with 
Mr. Roserif eld's fortieth year of acti^^ity in the service 
of the Congregation. 

The death of Henry Ward Beecher occurring the fol- 
lowing month, the Congregation expressed its recognition 
of his services on behalf of humanity, and of the Jews 
particularly, by holding memorial services. 

At the close of the Thanksgiving services held Novem- 
ber 29, 1887, a magnificent presentation was made to Mr. 
Lewis May, the executive officer of the Congregation, in 
recognition of his services as President of the Congregation 
for a quarter of a century. 
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Dr. Joseph Silverman, who occupied the pulpit of the 
Galveston Temple, one of the leading Congregations of the 
Southwest, was invited to occupy the pulpit on Novem- 
ber 24, 1887. Dr. Silverman made an exceedingly favor- 
able impression upon the Congregation, so much so that he 
was unanimously recommended by the trustees as junior 
minister of the Congregation, at a special meeting of the 
Board of Trustees, held on December 5, and at a special 
meeting of the Congregation, held December 14, Dr. Silver- 
man was elected for a term of two years at $5000 per 
annum, and has since been re-elected at an increased salaiy. 
Dr. Silverman was installed on Saturday, March 3, 1888^ 
and on the following day delivered the first Sunday- 
lecture in the Temple. 

It is to be noted that when it was agreed to hold 
services on Sunday, the following resolution was adopted 
by the Board of Trustees on January 2, 1888, in order that 
there might be no misconstruction of the intention of the 
Congregation to weaken the importance of the Sabbath day. 

^'Resolved: That this Board, while recommending the 
introduction of Sunday lectures, after the election of a 
junior minister, unanimously pledge their good faith that 
the observance of the Sabbath services, as heretofore prac- 
tised in the Temple, be continued inviolate." 

In 1887 the members of Temple Emanu-El furnished 
a fund for the establishment in Columbia College of a 
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<;liair of Rabbinical literature, whicli was founded in the 
montli of June, the faculty of the college selecting Pro- 
fessor Richard Gottheil to occupy the chair thus pro- 
vided for. 

In the fall of 1888, when a call was sent throughout the 
country for relief for those who were afflicted by the prev- 
alence of yellow fever in Florida, the first subscription to 
the fund came from Temple Emanu-El. 

In February, 1889, a new feature of Congregational 
activity asserted itself. Dr. Gottheil enlisted the services 
of the ladies of the Congregation to engage in charitable 
work. Not in simply relieving the poor by means of gifts, 
frequently a doubtful way of giving assistance, but by 
personal contact with the lowly, giving them what they so 
often need more than money, and instilling within them a 
desire to raise themselves above their surroundings. He 
formed the Emanu-El Sisterhood of Personal Service, the 
first of a band of workers that has attached itself to each 
Congregation in the city, and whose value in the vast work 
of charity among our poor has received ample recognition 
at the hands of the United Hebrew Charities, as well as 
the general community. 

At the annual meeting in 1889, Mr. Lazarus Rosenfeld, 
the esteemed Vice President of the Congregation, resigned 
his office, and Mr. William Sulzbacher, who had been 
treasurer for twenty-two years, also asked to be relieved 
from his duties. In their places were subsequently chosen 
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Messrs. James Seligman and Charles L. Bernheim as vice 
president and treasurer respectively. 

Mr. Rosenfeld, who was in declining health, died in the 
early part of 1891, and memorial services were held in the 
Temple on February 15 of that year. 

The calamity at Johnstown, Pa., in 1889, by the giving 
way of th^ mill-dam, called forth aid from all parts of the 
country, and an appeal from the pulpit on the day of Pen- 
tecost brought responses amounting to more than $1500. 

On January 2, 1890, the Congregation met with a 
serious loss by the death of their beloved cantor, Rev. A. 
Rubin, in the seventy-fifth year of his age. Mr. Rubin, 
who had been connected with the Congregation for thirty- 
eight years, had attached himself very strongly to the 
individual members of the Congregation, and he died 
respected and beloved by all. 

Another death that occurred soon after, on March 23, 
was that of Mr. Jacob Stettheimer, one of the earliest 
members of the Congregation, connected with it from its 
infancy, and for some time its executive officer. 

In October, the Jewish community at Salonica suffered 
severely by fire, so that Minister Hirsch, then at Constan- 
tinople, cabled on Atonement Day for immediate aid, 
which was responded to likewise by cable by a draft 
for $2000. 

On January 20, 1891. the Congregation, having deter- 
mined to find a successor to Rev. A. Rubin, chose the Rev. 
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William Sparger, who was then officiating in Brooklyn as 
cantor. 

On June 9, of the same year, the Rev. Dr. Samuel 
Adler, the Rabbi Emeritus of the Congregation, who had 
lived a retired life for many years, died at the ripe old age 
of eighty-two years. 

The valuable library which had been secured by the 
Temple for the use of the Emanu-El Theological Seminaiy 
Association, had not for many yeai's been put to any prac- 
tical use, and the Congregation decided therefore, in May, 
1892, to give the same to Columbia College, where it 
would be of positive value. The duplicates, however, were 
reserved for presentation to the Hebrew Union College 
at Cincinnati. The volumes given to Columbia College 
formed a collection which is styled "The Temple Emanu-El 
Library of Hebrew and Rabbinical Literature." 

It had always been the policy of Temple Emanu-El 
to discourage the holding of funerals at the residences of 
members, for reasons that readily suggest themselves. It 
is certainly impossible for proper decorum to be observed 
when there is a large attendance of people at a funeral, few 
of whom can get within the sound of the minister's voice, 
so that invariably there are knots of people gathered upon 
the sidewalk who naturally are not influenced by the ser- 
vices which they have come to attend. Aside from this is 
the danger to health, because of the crowded condition of 
the house of mourning, and also the temptation that is 
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afforded often to the "light-fingered gentiy" to purloin 
valuables that are displayed in the homes unguarded. 
The trustees of the Temple therefore, in May, 1892, issued 
a forcible circular to the members and seat-holders of the 
Congregation, urging them to avail themselves of this per- 
mission when occasion required. 

On September 29, 1893, a special service was held on 
Sabbath morning in honor of the seventieth birthday of 
the President, Mr. Lewis May, and the twentieth year of 
Dr. Gottheil's connection with the Congregation. 

On the 3d of January, 1 894, the Temple mourned the 
loss of one of its brightest pillars, Adolph L. Sanger, whose 
death caused wide mourning in New York City. As a 
public man Mr. Sanger occupied a unique position ; a man 
of the highest honor and deepest probity, no breath of 
suspicion was ever sent forth against his name. As Presi- 
dent of the Board of Education of New York City he 
had won the admiration, the respect, and esteem of all 
interested in our public school system. As a Jew, he was 
beloved of his co-religionists throughout the length and 
breadth of the land, and at the funeral services, which were 
held in Temple Emanu-El, every phase of humanity, from 
the lowliest to the highest, whether in culture or wealth, 
was represented, and deep and earnest was the regret that 
-so bright a career, a life so full of promise, should have 
been brought to so early an end. 

On April 23, 1894, the Jewish world was shocked at 
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the news of the death of Jesse Seligman at Coronado 
Beach, Cal,, whither he had gone for his health. Mr. 
Seligman had been identified with Temple Emanu-El since 
1857, although never one of its officers, as he was actively 
interested in the Hebrew Orphan Asylum. By common 
consent Mr. Seligman was looked upon as the foremost 
Jew of this country. As the friend of Presidents, and as 
the confidential financial adviser of various administrations, 
he had won an honored position in the community, which 
was testified to amply on the occasion of his funeral, at 
which there were present men whose aggregate wealth it 
would be hard to calculate. 

The year 1894 brought serious losses to the Congrega- 
tion. Besides those of Messrs. Adolph L. Sanger and 
Jesse Seligman was that of Mr. Jacob F. Bamberger, who 
died in September. Mr. Bamberger had been identified 
with the Congregation for a great many years, and was 
active in its councils. He was a regular attendant at ser- 
vice, and on Friday evening had gone from the Temple to 
his home where, while partaking of his evening meal, his 
spirit departed. Besides being active in Congregational 
work, Mr. Bamberger was identified for long years with 
the Hebrew Orphan Asylum and United Hebrew 
Charities. 

The approach of the fiftieth aniversary of the founding 
of the Congregation began at this time to occupy the 
serious attention of the Trustees, and on the 7th of May it 
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was proposed to celebrate the event in a manner becoming 
the importance of Temple Emanu-El. The committees, 
with the various matters in charge concerning the celebra- 
tion, devoted much thought and time to the subject, and on 
Friday evening, April 12, there was inaugurated a three 
days' celebration of the momentous event, which has led 
to the publication of this work, and which is fully narrated 
herein. 



PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIFTIETH 

ANNIVERSARY 



With the approach of the fiftieth anniversary of the 
founding of Temple Emanu-El, it was decided by the 
trustees of the Congregation that a proper observance of 
the event should take place. 

The history of Temple Emanu-El, and its accom- 
plishments in the interests of Reformed Judaism, not only 
in the city of New York, but throughout the country, has 
been written, and is herein published by Myer Stem, the 
secretary of the congregation. 

Just how to celebrate this anniversary in an appropriate 
way was a question requiring broad considerations. At 
one time the idea was advanced of commemorating the 
occasion by a banquet. There Avere objections to this 
view, inasmuch as it seemed appropriate that every cere- 
mony associated with the Jubilee should be within the 
temple itself. A committee was appointed, with the Rev. 
Dr. Gustav Gottheil as chairman, to outline a plan of cel- 
ebration. It was finally resolved that the programme 
should open with the religious service on Friday evening, 
April 13, 1895 (5655 a. m.), and continue through the relig- 
ious service of the Sabbath morning, April 14; the social 
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event to take place on Saturday evening, and tlie celebra- 
tion to close with a festival of the religious school of the 
temple, beginning at ten o'clock on Sunday morning, 
April 15. 

The following committees were appointed to arrange 
all details : 

Memorial Committee, — Jacob H. Schiff, Lewis May, 
Isaac Eppinger, Joseph Loth (declined), D. L. Einstein, 
S. W. Glazier, Isaac Stern, Louis Goldsmith, S. Neustadt, 
Sol. Bachman, H. Sidenberg; Simon Borg, U. Herrmann, 
A. Friedlander, Isaac Wallach (declined), Julius Beer. 

Invitation Committee. — James Seligman, Emanuel Leh- 
man (declined), Solomon Loeb, Albert F. Hochstadter, 
Randolph Guggenheimer, S. M. Schafer, A. C. Bernheim, 
Rev. Dr. Gottheil. 

Decoration Committee, — Moses H. Moses, Isaac H. 
Herts, Jay H. Solomon. 

Press, Printing, and Police Committee. — Myer Stern, 
James H. Hoffman, DeWitt J. Seligman, William Einstein, 
A. J. Dittenhoefer, Professor Richard Gottheil, Rev. Dr. 
Gottheil, Lewis May, Randolph Guggenheimer. 

Coinmittee on Music, — James Seligman, Professor Rice, 
Moses H. Moses, Rev. William Sparger, Professor A. J. 
Davis. 

At the hour of service (five o'clock Friday evening), the 
temple presented a magnificent appearance. The pulpit 
and platform had been elaborately decorated with ever- 
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greens and lilies, and ropes of evergreens suspended from 
the roof to the platform, dividing on each side of the ark, 
and looped up to the north and south w^alls. The 
columns in the temple and the front of the balconies and 
choir gallery were also appropriately decorated. A floral 
design was also suspended from the roof upon the plat- 
form, bearing the inscription : 



1845-1895. 



5655 A. M. 



The services consisted of the regular Friday evening 
ritual, and began with an organ voluntary and a chorus by 
the choir, directed by Mr. Frank Van der Stucken. 

The Rev. Dr. Gottheil was escorted to the platform by 
Mr. Lewis May, president of the congregation. Others 
seated near the pulpit, were the Rev. Dr. Joseph 
Krauskopf of Philadelphia, the Rev. Dr. K. Kohler, the 
Rev. Dr. Joseph Silverman, assistant rabbi of Temple 
Emanu-El, and the Rev. William Sparger the cantor. 

Rev. Mr. Sparger led the service, and the first three 
verses of hymn 47 were sung. Then the Rev. Dr. Silver- 
man delivered the following prayer : 

" Almighty God, on this Sabbath eve, when we begin our 
fiftieth annivei'saiy festivity, our first thought is directed to 



94 THE FIFJIETH ANNIVERSARY 

Thee, expressing our gratitude for all the blessings and 
bounties that Thou hast sent to this cons^reecation of faith- 
ful worshipers. With humble and devout hearts we lay 
our thanks offering before Tliee. 

" We are grateful to Thee for America and its people, who 
love liberty, tolerance, God, and humanity; for the many 
opportunities that abound here for the development of the 
mind and heart, and the progress of religion and morality. 

" As Thou didst carry Israel as on eagle's wings from 
bondage to the Pi'omised Land, so didst Thou gather many 
of Thy children from all lands of oppression and bring 
them to this land of freedom. And then Thou didst so 
inspire the founders of this congregation with that zeal for 
our sacred religion, with that love for truth and righteous- 
ness, as to cause them who differed even from their 
brethren in faith, to band together and transplant the 
teachings of their fathers, enriched with their own ideals, 
into their new home. 

" We are not unmindful of the many other houses of 
prayer that have arisen here and been dedicated to Thy 
service and been blessed of Thee. Thou hast prospered 
them all according to their needs. We are grateful for all 
the many evidences of Thy love to our, as well as to other 
religions. 

" The prosperity that has come to us, and the spiritual 
blessings that have flowed to our home because of this 
hous3 of God, have been beyond even the fondest hopes 
of the founders and leaders. With Thy help they 
builded better than they knew. For all this, we ai'e 
ever grateful. 
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" We remember the noble and pious men and women 
who have labored out of love, and have gone to their 
eternal rest. Those pioneers of reform are with us in 
spirit. Bless their memory, O Lord ! 

" Those leaders whom Thou hast graciously permitted 
to remain with us longer, do Thou strengthen, O God ! 
and grant them many more years of service for Thee and 
Thy sacred cause. 

"Be with us in our rejoicing. Gladden our hearts. 
Accept our prayers and thanks offerings and keep us to 
labor, to wait, until the name of the Lord be praised 
from the rising of the sun to the setting thereof. Hasten 
it in Thine own time, O Lord. Amen ! " 

After music by the choir, the following address was 
delivered by the Rev. Dr. Gustav Gottheil : 

" In one of our ancient benedictions for a joyous occa- 
sion there occurs this thanksgiving : ' Blessed be our God, 
with whom dwelleth joy.' Literally, ^ in whose dwelling 
place there is the joy.' 

" I reiterate this blessing to-night in your name, because 
a ray of that pure and holy gladness which is before the 
face of God always has fallen into this earthly sanctuary, 
has brightened our hearts, and wings our hymns of praise 
to heaven. And not for our anniversary alone. Let us 
not forget that we are also celebrating the birthday of 
Israel, the time when, as the prophet says : ^ God took 
him by the hand and led him from bondage to 
freedom.' 
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"That was the time when the everlasting Gospel was 
proclaimed : ' The true God will be served by true men, 
and free men only can be true.' It has gone forth to the 
ends of the earth, that great trumpet call of soul liberty. 
What we call the birthday of Israel, is in reality the natal 
day of the dominant religion of the world, for the holiest 
feast of the Church, her Easter, is the direct offspring of 
our paschal feast. 

" Had not the descendants of the liberated bondsmen 
laid the foundation of Christianity broad and deep enough, 
and cemented them with their hearts' blood, how could the 
Church have been built on it ? 

" But our joy over the things that were, would be sadly 
marred were they not in harmony with things that now are. 
I mean, were we not free men ourselves, were any other 
yoke imposed upon us in this land than the obedience, 
which all free citizens gladly yield, to the laws which they 
have framed themselves. 

" When the name ' Emanu-El ' was created (it was in 
the time of Isaiah), the prophet spoke of Hhe stretching out 
of his wings through the breadth of the land.' Can we 
doubt that it was the mental and political breadth of this 
land that enabled our ' Emanu-El ' to unfold his wings and 
rise to the upper air ? Can we doubt that the motives of 
faith, and the love of culture which animated our founders 
received an added impulse from the feeling that they need 
take counsel with no one but their own reason, and their 
own conscience ; that they need fear nothing but the 
waning of their own zeal in the pursuit of their purpose ? 
Can we doubt that the young plantation required Ameri- 
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can soil, and American skies, to grow to its full height and 
yield its full fruition ? 

" Much might be said on this point, and I must not 
forestall those that shall speak on these things to-morrow. 
I could not, however, begin this festival without laying a 
wreath of gratitude on the altar of our country. 

" ]^ow let me briefly say what I consider the true cause 
of our joy. It is not our prosperity, though we do not 
underrate it. It is not the beauty of our shrine, nor the 
impressiveness of our music, nor the praise which we may 
earn from others — ^for all these things are no assured sign 
of inward worth and true desert. 

" The first cause of our joy I find in the firmness with 
which the congregation has upheld the flag which was 
raised over its cradle : ^ Reform, enlightenment, progress, 
the widening and deepening of the moral sense, and the 
expansion of the principles of our ancient faith.' 

" These were the things which our founders declared to 
be the inspiring goal of all their efforts, and how often do 
we see communities, forgetting the love of their youth, fol- 
low strange gods when they have attained worldly pros- 
perity and fame ? 

" Not so Emanu-El. The old flag still waves over our 
heads. We have never swerved from our path. We still 
know that there are things to be done, and I am happy to 
say that, though old age has placed its silver crown on the 
heads of some of those who called for reform at the begin- 
ning of our career, it has not chilled their fervor, and they 
still plead with the fire of youth for the liberation of our 
faith from the incumbrances of the Dark Ages. 
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" Secondly, I find that, with this deathless fervor, there 
Btill remains the attachment and devotion to our Judaism. 
Jews we were, and Jews we are, and Jews we will remain, 
so help us God, the God of our fathei^s. 

" And the people of His covenant, and the people of 
the book shall be our brethren, wherever they are scattered, 
whatever insult or disgrace be attached to that name. Our 
hearts shall be open to them, and our hands held out to 
them ; and whatever it is in our power to do for their wel- 
fare, it shall be done with willingness and alacrity. 

" In the third place, I find that we have maintained the 
same spirit and method of action which this congregation 
adopted at the beginning. The freedom we claim for our 
community, from the outside, we have ever accorded to 
those within the community. With mutual forbearance 
and the broadest toleration, we have endeavored to find our 
path through every difficulty, and searched for the way of 
peace through all differences of opinion. And so strong is 
our faith in these principles that we face the problems of 
the future with confidence that they will be solved without 
the least disturbance of the friendliness and good w^ill that 
have hitherto ruled in our congregation. 

" And finally, we have seen in the favor with which 
Heaven has blessed our efforts, an obligation to seek our 
place in the fore rank of those who labor in the cause of 
humanity, who endeavor to serve their God by prayer and 
worship, also by compassion for the suffering children. 
We know that since much has been given to us, much is 
demanded of us. Of all the honor before men we covet 
most that of beicg known among the lowly and the suffer- 
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ing as a refuge from the storms of life and a shelter from 
the arrows of misfortune. This shall be our continual 
thanks offering ; this the perpetual light that shall burn 
undimmed before our sanctuary. 

" Of my own feelings, at this hour, I cannot trust myself 
to speak. But I cannot close without reiterating to you 
the words I have spoken in this place before — that your 
kindness and confidence have sustained me and rewarded 
me; sustained me in all my labors and been my ample 
reward for everything that I would do for you. 

" In serving you to my last breath, I shall never cease 
to thank God that He has led me into your midst and 
spared me — if not as I hoped to be, yet in strength and 
health — to celebrate this festival of thanksgiving with 
you." 

At the conclusion of his address Dr. Gottheil said : 

" And now, friends, let us express our thanks to God in 
the singing of his praise together, in the words of the hymn 
No. 14 : ^ Now thank we all our God.' " 

At the conclusion of the singing, the closing parts of 
the service were conducted by the Cantor, the Rev. Mr. 
Sparger, and hymn No. 32, in the prayer book, was sung, 
after which the benediction was pronounced by the Rev. 
Dr. Gottheil, as follows : 

" May the Lord bless you and preserve you ; may the 
Lord let shine His countenance upon you and be gracious 
unto you ; may the Lord lift up His countenance upon you 
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and grant you peace in your hearts, peace in your homes, 
peace here and everywhere. Amen." 

End of Friday evening service. 

At ten o'clock Saturday morning, April 13th, there was 
a full attendance of the congregation and the regular 
services according to the ritual were conducted. The 
services opened with music and were conducted by the 
Cantor, the Rev. Mr. Sparger. 

The prayer was delivered by the Rev. Dr. Gottheil as 
follows : 

^' Thou, O Lord, who wast with our ancestoi^s when 
they built the Tabernacle, who wast with Solomon when 
he erected the Temple ; Thou who hast guided our fathers 
when they dedicated Emanu-El's first House of Prayer, be 
also with us, who on this Sabbath of our Festival of Free- 
dom assemble to pray and to commemorate a Golden 
Jubilee. We bless Thee and thank Thee that Thou hast 
kept us in health and strength and permitted us to see this 
day. This is truly a day which Thou, O Lord, hast 
made ; we will rejoice and be glad therein. 

" Mayest Thou be with this congregation in the coming 
days as Thou hast been in the past, to prosper its work in 
the synagogue, the school and auxiliary societies. May the 
zeal of our ancestors be with us and our dear children. 
May the faith and trust in Thee inspire all brethren to 
bring sacrifices for the cause of truth and righteousness and 
the preservation of Judaism. 

" Bless those who are here to rejoice and pray with us 
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and those wlio are prevented from coming, yet whose 
hearts are directed unto this place. Bless those who have 
come from far and near to bring us felicitations and to par- 
ticipate in our services of thanksgiving and festivities. 
Bless our sister congregations and mayest Thou cause this 
common bond of sympathy and gladness to lead us into a 
grander fellowship and brotherhood of Israel. Thine be 
the kingdom, the power, the glory, and majesty forever. 
Amen." 

The portion of Scripture appropriate to the day was 
read from the scroll and from the Book of Isaiah at the 
1st verse of the 14th Chapter. 

Dr. Silverman then read the 60th Chapter of the Book 
of Isaiah. 

The Rev. Dr. Gottheil then delivered the following 
prayer : 

" Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto Thy name 
shall be given glory and praise, as at all times, so 
especially on this day. Help us to preserve within our 
hearts the grace of humility. We thank Thee, our Father, 
for all Thy blessings, and we praise Thy name for all 
Thy goodness toward us; and in the midst of our joy, 
we remember those of our brethren who are still in the 
darkness of bondage and groan under the hoof of 
oppression. Be Thou merciful unto them and send 
redemption to all of them. We pray for the prosperity 
and the happiness of our country ; for all those hearts 
and souls that truly receive Thee, although their way 
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is not our way. We are all Thy children and we 
know that there is no one banished from Thy fatherly 
wardship. We pray for those who mourn ; for those to 
whom even this blessed day brings thoughts of sorrow and 
sacred recollections. May they accept Thy dispensations 
and willingly bend their heads to Thy will. Bless those 
who worship Thee here to-day and grant unto everyone 
that spirit which will tend to true and lasting happiness; 
and may we continue before God and may we be found 
worthy among creeds and nations to glorify Thy power, 
and to testify by the purity of our lives the sincerity of our 
feelings and the righteousness of our works, and to exem- 
plify the fact that Thou art indeed the only true and living 
God, the Refuge of all that need shelter, the Hope of 
nations, the true Overseer of mankind. Amen." 

After the singing of hymn No. 11 by the choir, Dr. 
Silverman said : 

"Before the sermon of the day is preached, I cannot 
refrain, my friends, from expressing, in a few words, my 
tribute at the inauguration of our festivities. The congre- 
gation Emanu-El has for fifty years maintained its own 
stand in Israel and in the general community for God and 
humanity. It is interesting to read the history of the early 
bes^inninixs and of the march forward and onward in its 
path of progress. All movements in the direction of 
reform, in the work of Temple Emanu-El, have been in 
a conservative spirit. The reform, however, has been 
onward slowly, but surely, and to-day we inaugurate the 
festivities which shall celebrate the grand efforts of our 
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valued men and women in behalf of the advancement of 
our religion. I am but a few years in your midst, and 
most of the events relating to our history were enacted 
before my entering upon the ministry. I can, therefore, do 
no more and no better than express to you, brethren, my 
personal congratulations upon the advancement of Temple 
Emanu-El. This house became a Zion, from which went 
forth the law. Many who worshiped here were inspired 
by prayer, and song, and sermon ; and then in their homes, 
in the homes of the poor, in the asylums, and in the hospi- 
tals, were found the proofs of all spiritual guidance in this 
house of God. Temple Emanu-El is far greater than the 
confines of these four walls. Its influence extends into 
the homes of members, among the poor, among the asylums 
and the hospitals, in educational departments, and in the 
field of philanthropic work. Reform broke through the 
synagogue and reached into the world at large. When we 
have so many men who have performed valiant service in 
this work, it seems difficult to name any one in particular. 
" Although much of our success has been due to you, 
Mr. President, and to your colleagues; yet to you. Dr. 
Gottheil, are due the thanks and congratulations of Temple 
Emanu-El, for the many years of your toil and earnestness 
and willing sacrifice that you have wrought for Judaism, 
God, and humanity. We of the younger generation have 
done little if anything in that struggle for reform. We 
enjoy the blessings of the victory that you have won. 
We can only bring our full measure of congratulation to 
you. We can only hope to be inspired by the same spirit 
and the same being and to be permitted to take up the 
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work where it now is and continue it in the time to come. 
I am thankful to God and to you, my brethren, that it has 
been permitted to me to come among you at least early 
enough to be one of those who can crown the victors 
in the time of peace. I regard it as one of the greatest 
blessings of my life to have become one of the leaders 
in this house before the full measure of fifty yeai's was 
counted out. 

" We had hoped that these festivities would be a family 
affair, but. our hope was the result of a modest estimate 
of the importance of this Jubilee to the community. These 
festivities have carried inspiration throughout Israel, and 
our sister congregations send their congratulations to us, 
even from foreign nations, and they have sent their repre- 
sentatives too among us, to present their felicitations, and to 
take active part in our rejoicing. We welcome those who 
have come among us to pray with us and to rejoice with us, 
and it is now my great pleasure to introduce to you one of 
these, the Rev. Dr. Maurice H. Harris of Temple Israel, 
Harlem, who will now address you. 

Dr. Harris spoke as follows, taking as his text the 
words from Deuteronomy iv. 4 : " But ye that did cleave 
unto the Lord your God, are alive every one of you this 
day." 

" In those fine exhortations in Deuteronomy, attributed 
to the law-giver, we have pictured in a dramatic review 
the great incidents of Israel's past life with the moral con- 
sequence in each case, these statements of moral conse- 
quence forming a fitting and solemn close of each chapter 
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of their history. For instance, he recalls their sin at Baal- 
Peor, where they had listened to the idolatrous promptings 
of the Midianites, and had yielded to those unholy passions 
which, alas ! were always the associations of ancient 
idolatry. And, telling of the fate that overcame the sin- 
ners, he turns to those that were loyal and true and says : 
^ But ye that did cleave unto the Lord your God, are alive 
•every one of you this day.' 

" This is my message to you on this fiftieth anniversary 
of your congregation. Not that all of those are alive 
who laid the foundation of your first house of worship half 
a century ago ; probably but very, very few of that genera- 
tion are alive to see this day. But the work that they 
put into this institution, that lives; for when men build 
well, their works outlive themselves, their influence goes on 
for good after they have been called home, and earthly, as 
well as heavenly, immortality is given them in the survival 
of the causes that they promoted. 

" ^ Read not thy builders, read thy children,' said Rabbi 
Eliezar, varying the spelling of one word in a text to bring 
forth the idea that God's children are those who take up 
God's work. They of fifty years ago were the builders, 
and you, who celebrate their work, are the children. They 
^ did cleave unto the Lord,' and you ^ are alive this day,' 
and they are doubly represented in you and the religious 
inheritance they left to you. 

"Temple Emanu-El had its small beginnings, as all 
great institutions have. We must turn from Fifth 
Avenue to Grand Street, and from this edifice to a room on 
the second floor, and yet you may be as proud of that little 
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room for worship, over tliere on the east side, as of this 
noble sanctuary. Not that you should not be proud of 
this, too, for architecture has ever been a great aid to 
religion, and colossal cathedi'als, we are told, were the chief 
religious inspiration in the olden days. You have a right 
to be proud of this noble house, and I do hope that it has 
been a sermon in stone for many of you. ' Why should we 
dwell in houses of cedar and leave our Ark of God in cur- 
tains ? Let the synagogue be the highest structure in the 
town,' said the rabbis. Yet, 1 say you have reason to be 
more proud of that little place of worship in Grand Street 
than of this shrine, for that represented the faith of a few 
men when their outlook was not as bright as yours. It 
was the seed and the promise of this, your present home. 
They came to this land, like so many of us, to find here that 
larger opportunity offered by its free institutions and 
undeveloped resources. And yet, with the desire to better 
their fortunes, they did not forget that not on bread alone 
doth men live. In the youthful rush and struggle to earn 
a competency, and perhaps to reach wealth some day, they 
did not forget the spiritual obligations of man, and found 
time and thought and inclination to turn aside from the 
thrall and passion of business to dedicate a house of God. 
And so, because they did cleave unto the Lord does their 
work live to-day. 

" Having made the old departure from the old country, 
they dared to make a new departure in their worship. 
While adhering faithfully to Judaism, to its beliefs and 
observances, they still dared to modify or simplify its ser- 
vice and some of its ceremonies in nearer accordance with 
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their own conviction, so that the faith might more readily 
appeal to their own spiritual needs. This new departure 
was called Reform Judaism, and it is said that this con- 
gregation laid its first foundation in America. Therefore, 
Temple Emanu-El becomes a landmark in our Jewish 
annals here, and its story adds a chapter to American 
Jewish history. 

" This reform movement was condemned at first as an 
apostasy from the faith ; it was ridiculed ; it was not 
recognized as Judaism at all. The best causes have had to 
run the gauntlet of abuse and condemnation in their early 
years. And, perhaps, the little band of worshipers, in the 
first years of their congregational life, may have keenly felt 
that they were resting under a reproach ; that the balance 
of their brethren honestly believed that they were false 
to their faith. Was this no longer Judaism ? Time has 
answered that question for them. We know that nothing 
false lives. It may flourish for a time, but its own 
un worthiness soon finds it out. 

"This is true of institutions, of men — of all things. 
The latter-day historian, of keener insight, sees that 
Mohammed could not have been an impostoj', because, after 
1200 years, 180,000,000 people are still spiritually 
nourished by his message. The fraudulent destroys 
itself — the genuine perpetrates itself. Truth soon sifts 
through the sandy subterfuge, and finds its solid level. 

"Reform Judaism has lived. It survived the age of 
its reproach and its condemnation ; and even those who 
differed from it once and differ from it still recognize it 
now as a legitimate phase of Judaism. It has proved its 
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genuineness by its surviv^al ; and, changing our text some- 
what, we might say that ' because it lives to-day, therefore 
is it a cleaving unto God.' Indeed, the reform movement 
lias grown so rapidly here in America that it hardly needs 
specification by the adjective reform. So widely has it 
developed that it has already fallen into divisions, and 
those who have not quite kept up with its progress, but 
who have left the moorings of orthodoxy, have called 
themselves conservatives by way of differentiation. 

" Reform Judaism is the Judaism of America. I say 
this as a sober statement, fully cognizant of the fact that 
there are manv thousands of the orthodox here, outnum- 
bering, perhaps, the reformers for the moment, just as ^ve 
would say that English is the language of America, recog- 
nizing that many thousands speak other tongues. Be it, 
then, what it may, it is the Judaism of this land, with the 
tendencies all in its direction. So those of half a century 
ago laid their foundations wisely. They dared to be true 
to themselves, and, therefore, could not be false to man 
or God. 

" Your present building is on Fifth Avenue, regarded, 
especially at the time that you built it, as distinctly the 
choice locality of the city. Where the best people, from 
a society point of view, live, the center of the citizens of 
wealth, culture, and eminence. And I consider this a very 
significant fact, so significant as indicating an epoch in our 
history. For it is not so very many years ago, in most 
countries of the world, that not only dared we not build 
our temples in the best highways of the land ; we dared 
not even live there. We were shut up in the meanest 
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corner of any city, walled in within a few alleys — the 
Judengasse. 

"I look back a little further yet, and find that onr 
fathei's in the Old World did not even have the right to 
build a synagogue on a level with the street. It had to be 
down below, on a level with the cellar; and, with that 
wonderful optimism that would ever see the best of all 
things, changed the restriction into an opportunity, and 
said that they went down to worship so that they might 
fulfill the injunction of the Psalmist, that ' Out of the 
depths have we cried unto the Lord, and He answered us.' 

" We go back a little further still, and find ourselves in 
Spain, and see our brother concealed in the cassock and 
cowl of the priest, perhaps administering the sacrament ; 
and then again, going down in the depth of the night to a 
subterranean cavern, he removes a brick from the wall and 
brings out the TefiUin and a little Hebrew prayer book, 
and, looking around furtively, dares for a moment to be 
true to his God and to himself. For that moment he is a 
Jew ; for that moment, he worships. 

" We go back a little further still, and find ourselves 
under the Roman regime just after the ill-starred revolt 
of Bar Kochba, when Turnus Rufus, the cruel agent of 
Hadrian, savagely decided on such barbarous courses that 
the Israelites would never revolt again. Therefore, ^vhen 
one man on the festival of Succoth dared use a lulab, he 
was flogged, and another who initiated his child in the 
Abrahamic covenant was slain ; and yet another who ate 
unleavened bread on the Passover was crucified. In spite 
of all remonstrances, Chaninah ben Teradion gathered his 
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pu[)i]s about liini to teach them the law of life from the 
ancient scroll. Tlie Romans soon found him, and the roll 
of parchment was mockingly Wound around his body and 
set on fire, and he and the scroll became ashes together. 
Juda ben Baba felt that, even in these awful times, he 
must infuse his pupils with the sacred authority by which 
they might teach tlie rules of the faith to the people — the 
Semichah — the laying on of hands. So he gathered them 
in what he thought was an unseen valley, and there ful- 
filled the holy ceremony. Soon a wliisper ran around the 
throng that the Romans were upon them. 

" * Fly ! ' said the teacher. 

" ^ No, we will stay with you. ' 

" * You must go. It is your duty,' said Juda ben Baba. 
^ You owe it to those who must learn the sacred message 
from you.' Later Juda ben Baba was found pierced with 
arrows. 

" When the friends of Rabbi Akiba tried to remonstrate 
with liim on the folly of trying to keep up his religious 
schools in open defiance of Roman law, which punished 
the observance and teachinsr of Judaism with death, he 
turned upon them with that grim Immor that did not 
desert him even at that awful hour, and playfully 
answered them in a parable : 

" ^ The fishes were running to and fro in great anxiety. 
" What is the matter ? " said a watchful fox, looking down. 
^* We are tiying to get out of the snares and nets that men 
have set to catch us." '' Why not come upon land ? " said 
the fox. " There are no nets here." '' No," replied the old 
fish. " Whatever may be the dangers, here, at least, we 
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have a chance to live. The moment we come on land, to 
that strange element to which we are unfitted, we would 
certainly die." 

"'So,' concluded Rabbi Akiba, ^whatever be the dan- 
gers that are open to us in studying and obeying the law, 
that is our element, and in that we can live, even though 
we die ; but if we leave that law, then we would die, even 
though we live.' And because they died, therefore are we 
living as Jews ; because they did cleave unto the Lord are 
we alive to-day. 

" And when I look back upon all these different phases 
of our history, when men worshiped God at the peril of 
their lives, or when permission to hold a synagogue in the 
cellar was regarded as a kind of toleration, I say it is a 
significant fact that this great structure should proudly 
raise its towers on this splendid highway of the great 
metropolis of the world, ^ ^\'ith none to forbid.' 

" What you have done in this last half -century will be 
told to-night by those who know more about it than I do. 
1 wish to say but a passing word of one of your great 
achievements — the inspiration of your venerable senior 
rabbi, your teacher and mine. In giving birth to the 
sisterhood, which noble example has been followed so 
widely, you have given a new dignity and a new impor- 
tance to the Jewish woman in the synagogue. Too long 
has she sat in the gallery, not to be counted in the quorum 
for worship. You have called her forward ; her work 
to-day far transcends ours, and as I see our ladies as sisters 
of mercy and charity among the unfortunate, time to the 
ancient traditions of our faith, with its tender thoughts 
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for the poor, I feel that you have added a benediction 
to the faith, in place of the one that does us less 
credit : ' Blessed art thou, O Eternal, who hast made nie a 
woman.' 

"And now, we who would cleave unto the Loixl, we 
who would live, what is the duty before us ? Each age 
presents its own problems that admit of distinct solution. 
Verily, your ancestors of Grand Street nobly solved theii-s. 
How will you perpetuate this temple, how shall we perpet- 
uate all temples ? How must we perpetuate Judaism ? 
Let us look our condition boldly in the face. Our people, 
our young men, are falling out of touch with their religion. 
Nor must we too hastily decide that the error is with them. 
The synagogue must be made to meet their needs, not 
merely by the negative policy of the abolition of the pre- 
sumed undesirable, the Shibboleth of the fii-st half century 
of reform. We cannot be saved by abolition. It is time 
we took up the trowel. 

" Nor need we go outside the faith to learn new lessons. 
Let us rather go back to first pi'inciples, and we will find 
that Judaism was a something that entered into every 
phase of life. It was not centered in the synagogue — that 
was but one phase. If it found a center anywhere it was 
the home, on the door posts of which the commandments of 
God were written. When the observance of our faith is 
confined to the synagogue, then the life-blood of religion is 
ebbins: fast. 

'' In another important respect may we take a lesson 
from the rabbins. They would always adapt their religion 
to the needs of the age, but by a strange device would find 
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authority for all their changes in the written word of the 
law. 1 believe that, without forcing the old teachings and 
the old text, the spirit of our ancient faith is really in 
harmony with the emotions of this nineteenth century civ- 
ilization of ours, if it be but translated in terms of modern 
thought. 

" Alas ! we do not know our own. Here and there an 
antiquated form is hiding a great idea, instinct with life,, 
that has come down to us on the tide of time, without 
losing its old freshness or its power. But we are shutting 
up our treasures in dead tongues, or letting others teach 
our lessons. Now, we must be true to our faith, and, to be 
true, at times we must be bold. To cleave unto the Lord^ 
we must often cleave for Him, doing yeoman's service — not 
always standing still and waiting for the salvation of the 
Lord. Within the fold we must dare to change whatever 
hampers the revelation of our divine message — and outside 
of it, we must dare to come before the world and let it 
know its indebtedness to us, and that much that it wor- 
ships and reverences is Judaism in disguise. 

" What awaits us in the next half century, when this 
congregation will be celebrating its centennial, we cannot 
say. Though we are sure that Judaism is to pass through 
many developments, we do not fear for it. It has survived 
the changes, of two thousand years, and adapted itself to 
every different style of civilization. We have but to be 
tnie to the faith while it is in our hands. The duty, and 
the opportunity is ours now — it will be our children's later 
on. And, in the words of Tarphan : ' It is not for you to 
finish the work, but it is your duty to do your share.' 
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" Almighty Father ! We thank Thee for the gift of 
life. Oh, may we learn to interpret it in the loftiest 
spirit — a working out of our salvation — a ripening into 
godliness, a cleaving unto Thee. Oh, may we receive 
with in the sacred walls of this sanctuary the revelation of 
all of life's puj'poses. May we see Thee in all we do, and 
hold fast to Thee, making religion a great fact of life. 

" Oh, give light and courage to the workers of this con- 
gregational brotherhood, so that they may direct all their 
holy work in right and helpful courses. May the prayers 
which their name has breathed for fifty years, Emanu-El, 
that God may be with them, be answered ultimately by 
their being with God, for Thy perfection changeth not, and 
Thou art nearest to us only when we come nearest to 
Thee. And when the time comes for them to lay down 
the burden to be taken up by their descendants, may they 
be as faithful to the self-imposed religious trust as that 
earlier band of pilgrims, who, like their great progenitor^ 
found that God was in the new land as much as in the old, 
and that even these distant shores could be made the house 
of God, and the gate of heaven." 

At the conclusion of Dr. Harris' address, the ritual ser- 
vice was continued under the direction of the Rev. Mr. Spar- 
ger, and this was followed by the singing, by the choir, of 
the anthem, '' The Lord is my Shepherd, I shall not want." 

The benediction was pronounced by the Rev. Dr. Gott- 
heil, as follows : " Blessed be your coming and blessed be 
your going, and may the benediction of these hours of 
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divine worship sanctify you, and may our God guard you 
and your homes eveiy one. Amen." 

This ended the morning service, Saturday, April 13. 

At the evening festivities the temple was crowded. 
The seating capacity was two thousand, and care had been 
exercised by the committee on arrangements, to admit only 
that number in order to avoid unseemly crowding and con- 
fusion. There had been many additions made to the deco- 
rations and the atmosphere was perfumed with choicest 
roses, which had been added to the trailing ropes of ever- 
green on the front of the galleries and the pulpit platform. 
The choir for the occasion had been selected by Frank Van 
der Stucken. 

The services were opened promptly at eight o'clock by 
the singing of the anthem, ^^Lift up your heads, O ye 
gates, and be ye lifted up, ye everlasting gates, and the 
King of Glory shall come in. Who is the King of Gloiy ? 
The Lord of Hosts, He is the King of Glory." 

At the beginning of the music the procession of trustees 
and invited guests passed from the room of the Board of 
Trustees to the platform. Invitations had been sent to the 
following persons to be present : 

His Excellency Governor Morton, His Honor Mayor 
Strong, the Hon. Seth Low, LL. D., the Hon. Charles P. 

Daly, Professor A. V. W. Jackson, Professor Edwin Selig- 

* _ 

man. Professor Abraham S. Isaacs, Philip Cowen, Esq., 
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Henry Rice, Esq., Hyman Blum, Esq., Hon. Isidor Straus, 
Hon. Joseph Blumenthal, Samuel Greenbaum, Esq., ex- 
Judge Myer S. Isaacs, Kieliard A. McCurdy, Esq., the Very 
Rev. Archbishop Corrigan, the Very Rev\ Bishop Potter, 
the Rev. Mr. Stephen H. Camp, the Rev. Dr. Thomas 
Buckley, the Rev. Dr. Charles Eaton, the Rev. Dr. Stimson, 
the Rev. Mr. John W. Chadwick, the Rev. Dr. Robert 
Collyer, the Rev. Mr. Deems, the Rev. Russell Bellows, the 
Rev. William Lloycl, the Rev. Dr. Kittredge, the Rev^ 
Father Malone, the Rev. Dr. Charles H. Hall, Rev. Dr. G, 
Gottheil, Rev. Dr. J. Silverman, Rev. William Sparger, 
Lewis May, Esq., James Seligman, Esq., Charles L. Bern- 
heim, Esq., Isaac Eppinger, Esq., James H. Hoffman, Esq., 
M. H. Moses, Esq., S. M. Schafer, Esq., Louis Stern, Esq., 
Emanuel Lehman, Esq., Myer Stern, Esq., Abraham Michel- 
bacher, Esq., Moses Schloss, Esq., Jacob H. Schiff, Esq., 
Charles Minzesheimer, Esq., Henry Newman, Esq., Adolph 
Scheftel, Esq., Philip Schloss, Esq., Michael Schwab, Esq., 
Abraham Schmidt, Esq., Abraham Speyer, Esq., S. H. 
Stonehill, Esq., Lazarus Straus, Esq., William Sulzbacher, 
Esq., Siskind Swan, Esq., Meyer Thalmessinger, Esq., 
Morris Tuska, Esq., Levi Spiegelberg, Esq., William Ein- 
stein, Esq., H. H. Meyer, Esq., A. C. Bernheim, Esq., the 
Rev. Dr. K. Kohler, the Rev. Dr. F. de Sola Mendes, the 
Rev^ Dr. Pereira Mendes, the Rev. Dr. R. Grossman, the 
Rev. Dr. B. Drachman, the Rev. Dr. Aaron Wise, the Rev. 
Dr. Falk Vidaver, the Rev. Dr. M. H. Harris, the Rev. R. 
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Benjamin, the Rev. Dr. A. M. Radiu, the Rev. Dr. L. Wint- 
ner (Brooklyn), the Rev. A. H. Geismar (Brooklyn), the 
Rev. Mr. Taubenhaus (Brooklyn), the Rev. Dr. J. Kraus- 
kopf (Philadelphia), the Rev. Dr. Isaac M. Wise (Cincin- 
nati), the Rev. Herman Goldstein, the Rev. David Cahn, 
the Rev. Gabriel Hirsch, the Rev. S. Rappaport (Brook- 
lyn), the Rev. Dr. Herman Baar, Professor Richard J. H. 
Gottheil, Professor Henry M. Leipziger, Hon. Mayer Sulz- 
berger (Philadelphia), DeWitt J. Seligman, Esq., General 
Daniel Butterfield, Jacob H. Fleisch, Esq., Hon. Joseph 
E. Newberger, Moritz Cohn, Esq., Solomon B. Solomon, 
Esq., A. Abrahams, Esq., Henry Rosenblatt. 

Members. — Albert F. Hochstadter, Esq., Hon. A. J. 
Dittenhoefer, Joseph Bach, Esq., Solomon Bachman, Esq., S. 
Bacharach, Esq., H. S. Bachman, Esq., B. Bernhard, Esq., 
rSimon Borg, Esq., S. M. Cohen, Esq., A. Fatman, Esq., P. 
W. Frank, Esq., Moses Heidelbach, Esq., Uriah Herrmann, 
Esq., Julius Katzenberg, Esq., William Kraus, Esq., Joseph 
Bachman, Esq., Mayer Lehman, Esq., D. L. Einstein, Esq., 
Julius Beer, Esq., Solomon Loeb, Esq., Joseph Loth, Esq., 
A. H. Louis, Esq., Henry Gerstle, Esq. 

Among those on the platform were the Rev. R. Ben- 
jamin, the Rev. Russell Bellows, the Rev. Dr. Thomas Buck- 
ley, President Lewis May, Vice President James Seligman, 
Treasurer Charles L. Bernheim, Isaac Eppinger, James H. 
Hoffman, Moses H. Moses, Samuel M. Schafer, Emanuel 
Xehman, ex-Chief Justice Charles F. Daly, General Daniel 
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Buttei-fiekl, Judge Ileniy R. Beekman, Comptroller 
Ashbel P. Fitch, Surrogate Frauk T. Fitzgerald, Hyman 
Blum, Henry Rice, Henry Rosenblatt, the Rev. Stephen 
11. Camp, the Rev. John Chad wick, the Rev. Dr. Falk 
Vidaver, the Rev. Dr. Grossman, the Rev. Dr. M. H. 
Harris, the Rev. A. H. Geismar, Albert F. Hochstadter, 
Professor Abrani S. Isaacs, Professor J. V. Williams Jack- 
son, the Rev. Dr. K. Kohler, the Rev. Dr. Joseph Kraus- 
kopf of Philadelphia, the Rev. Dr. S. W. Kittredge, the 
Rev. William Lloyd, and other's. 

These were among the replies received by letter and 
telegram from invited guests : 

Xew York, April 4, 1895. 
Archbishop Corrigan acknowledges with thanks the 
courteous invitation of the Board of Trustees of Temple 
Emanu-El, for the jubilee celebration which will take place 
on Saturday, April 13, and regrets that official duties will 
detain him at home on that evening. 



Sts. Peter and Paul's Church, 
BnooKLYisr, N. Y. 
Mr. Lewis May, President of the Board of Trustees of 
Temple Emanu-El. 
My Dear Sir : It is now more than thirty years since 
Mayor Kalbfleisch of Brooklyn, and my intimate friend 
for years, accompanied me to the banquet of the Friendly 
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Sons of St. Patrick, where we made speeches. After the 
banquet he invited me to go with him to the Purim ball. 
As we entered the hall, the mayor received an ovation which, 
when the people saw a Catholic priest accompanying him, 
grew into a grand shout of applause. We both spoke on 
the occasion. It was shortly after the war, yet so free were 
we in our conversation, that I said I was willing to vote 
for him for Governor of the State of New York, but not 
for a Federal position, which should not be occupied by any 
one who sympathized with the South, or with that party 
which had supported it. 

Our reception was something very remarkable, and I 
said to myself, " How is it that we Christians should be so 
unwilling to share the pleasures and joys of our fellow citi- 
zens, the Hebrew race ? " A feeling which, from that 
moment, I said, should never receive the least countenance 
from me. The most salutary effects followed this visit, 
effects beneficial to both the Christian and the Hebrew, for 
in the following years visits were interchanged between 
those at the St. Patrick's day banquet and those of the 
Purim ball. 

What I did then was without any consultation with 
any authority, it was my own pure and simple act, based on 
the magnificent doctrine of charity, proclaimed and taught 
by the Saviour of mankind. I am glad to know that this 
spirit has broadened out in this community, and we hear 
no longer the epithets that are so insulting to a people who 
are so sincere, and who form to-day such an important fac- 
tor in our civilization, conforming in eveiything in Amer- 
ican citizenship, bringing their children into the schools 
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And colleges to become, with all the other children of the 
<;ountry, true Americans. 

I would be glad to be with you on the 13th, for the 
reason alx>ve stated, that there is nothing in Catholic disci- 
pline or practice, as such, to prevent the most devoted mem- 
ber of that church from always, and in all circumstances, 
recognizing the child of God, and giving to him that honor 
and respect which he deserves. 

The only excuse for my absence, is that Saturday prece- 
ding Easter Sunday is one of the days that gives Catholic 
priests the greatest amount of spiritual work, besides the 
solemn feast following it requires of all priests to be 
present at the different services, and to preach at some of 
them. I could not, under any circumstances, be absent, as 
it would dissatisfy fiv^e or six thousand of a Catholic con- 
gregation. You have my hearty good wishes in celebrating 
the fiftieth annivei^sary of your noble work in Temple 
Emauu-El, and in a special manner, I wish you to convey 
to your learned rabbi, Doctor Gottheil, my highest congrat- 
ulations, as I have ever found him to be a kind and 
most sincere friend. lie has the true Christian spirit. 
Let me relate an incident: A young English Catholic 
(lied in New York, and his friends in England, knowing 
the goodness and generosity of heart of the rabbi, asked 
liim to see to the interment. He did this, going himself 
to the cemetery, and seeing the last sod deposited on 
the Djrave of his friend. 

1 will call on the rabbi on the 13th, and in person 
•congratulate him on the great joy of his life, if my 
health shall be so fai* improved that my physician will 
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endorse my leaving my house. With best wishes, I am, 
dear Mr. May, 

Yours very sincerely, 

Sylvester Malone. 



Holy Trinity Rectory, 

157 Montague Street, 
Brooklyn, N. Y., April 8, 1895. 
To Mr. Lewis May : 

Dear Sir: I feel greatly honored and pleased at 
your invitation to be present at the semi-centennial of 
Temple Eraanu-El on the next Sabbath, and would gladly 
come, if I could do so. 

I have explained to my friend. Dr. Gottheil, my 
reasons for my absence, and with best wishes, I am. 

Yours truly, 

Charles H. Hall. 



April 12, 1895. 
My Dear Rabbi Gottheil : 

I cannot forbear sending to you and to the congre- 
gation of the Temple Emanu-El, my warmest good wishes 
on the occasion of its fiftieth anniversary. In all the 
record of the temple, your act of large-spirited brother- 
hood in inviting the congregation of the Church of the 
Incarnation, at the time of the burning of the church build- 
ing thirteen years ago, to worship in your beautiful tem- 
ple, must stand out conspicuously and be long remembered. 
It was an act which tells of the spirit which has inspired 



122 TIIK FIFIIETII ANNIVKRSART 

your wise and successful admiuistration of a great religious 
organization, and of the character of your fellow wor- 
shii)ers. Your kind and hospitable action is warmly 
remembered and fi^equently mentioneil, and the large 
charity which it expresseil has made itself felt throughout 
the community. 

I congratulate you heartily on the blessing which you 
have received, and on all the work which you have done^ 
and I pray that the God of Israel may ever give to you His 
loving care, and lead you in the way of life. With warm- 
est regards and highest respects, I am, 

Youre very sincerely, 

Arthur Brooks. 
Rabbi Gottheil, 681 Madison Avenue. 



Diocesan House, 29 Lafayette Place, 
New York, April 11, 1895. 
Bishop Potter regrets that a previous engagement pre- 
vents his acceptance of the polite invitation that he has 
received from the Board of Trustees of Temple Emanu-El 
to be present at the celebration of the fiftieth anni- 
versary of the founding of Congregation Emanu-El. 



826 Carlton Avenue, 

Brooklyn, N. Y., April 12, 1895. 
Dearly Beloved : 

I have been looking forward to your anniversary cele- 
bration with lively anticipation of pleasure in seeing you 
and your people and entering into your joy. And now 
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alas ! I am prevented from being with you, by a funeral 
service, which is set for the very hour of your meeting. 

I congratulate your people that they have reached this 
station of their history and can look back upon their 
course with so much honorable pride, and most of all that 
they have had you with them for so long a period. You 
know how glad I am that you have other sheep which are 
not of that fold and that I am one of these. There are not 
many of my own household of faith in whom I have taken 
so much comfort and with whom I have had so much 
sympathy in the deepest things. It is because you have 
been so kind to me that I can understand what you have 
been to your people. Peace be within thy walls ! 

Ever affectionately, your friend, 

John White Chadwick. 



New Orleans, La., April 12, 1895. 
Lewis May, President, 21 West Fifty-sixth Street. 

Congregation Temple Sinai sends cordial felicitations to 
Temple Emanu-El upon her golden anniversary. 

Julius Weis, President. 
Max Heller, Rabbi. 



431 Washington Avenue, 

Brooklyn, April 6, 1895. 
My Dear Mr. May: 

I shall regard it as a peculiar honor to be in your midst 

next Sabbath evening, and I need scarcely tell you how 

thoroughly my heart will share in the sacred joy. Your 
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noble house of God has been a holy place to me for many 
years. Pray make my veiy kind regards to Mrs. May. 

Heartily yours, 

Stephen H. Caiiip. 



PpvEsidext's Room, April 10, 1895. 
My Dear Mr. May : 

I had hoped to be present on Saturday at the celebra- 
tion on the fiftieth anniversaiy of Temple Emanu-El, but 
an important educational gathering compels me to be else- 
where at that time. I take this opportunity of expressing 
to you, and through you to the congregation of the tem- 
ple, my congratulations on this happy anniversary. 

With grateful recollections of your valued gift to the 

Libraiy of the College, of the Temple Emanu-El Library 

of biblical and rabbinical literature, I am. 

Respectfully, 

Seth Low. 
Mr. Lewis May, 

President of the Trustees of Temple Emanu-El. 



CoLu^EBiA College ix the City of New York, 

April 4, 1895. 
To the Board of Trustees of the Temple Emanu-El, 
Lewis May, Esq,, President. 
Gentlemen : I have received with special pleasure the 
invitation with which you have honored me, for the service 
of the fiftieth anniversary of the temple. I am happy 
indeed to accept the invitation and to acknowledge the 
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particular courtesy you have paid me by sending me the 
card which includes my name among the number of those 
who may have a seat upon the platform. The celebration 
will be one of great interest ; I look forward to it with 
pleasant anticipations. 

I am, 

Yours very truly, 

A. V. Williams Jackson. 



1303 Girard Avenue, Philadelphia, Pa., 

April 12, 1895. 

Judge Mayer Sulzberger thanks the Committee of the 
Temple Emanu-El for the courteous invitation to be pres- 
ent to-morrow at the interesting celebration to be held, and 
regrets his inability to be present. 

May the long record of its usefulness in the past be 
but the beginning of a great and noble career, which will 
illustrate the features of Judaism and promote the welfare 
of all men. 



120 Broadway, New York, April 12. 
Lewis May, 21 West Fifty-sixth Street. 

I congratulate you sincerely upon the high position our 
congregation occupies at this the fiftieth anniversary of its 
existence and which is due so largely to your untiring, 
intelligent, and high-minded efforts during your long presi- 
dency. May God spare you yet many years to your family 

and to the congregation. 

Jacob H. Schiff. 
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Philadelphia, Pa., April 13. 
Lewis May, Esq., President, Temple Emanu-El, Fifth 
Avenue and Forty-third Street. 
Half a centuiy long have you stood in the van of 
Reform Judaism, fighting the foes and aiding the friends. 
When your century shall be completed, may Israel have no 
foes to be fought and no friends requiring aid. 

Philip Lewin, 
President, Temple Kenesseth Israel. 



Philadelphia, Pa., April 13. 

Dr. G. Gottheil, 681 Madison Avenue. 

To congratulate Emanu-El, its ministers and officers 

my hearty congratulations. 

Henry Berkowttz. 



Rome, April 12, 1895. 

May, 21 West Fifty-sixth Street, New York. 

Best wishes to you, board, ministers, and congratulation 

on this auspicious occasion. 

Louis Stebn. 



Galveston, Tex., April 10, 1895. 
Myer Stern, Secretary, Temple Emanu-El, Forty-thiixi 
Street and Fifth Avenue, New York. 
Congregation Bnai Israel sends greetings and congratu- 
lations to Temple Emanu-El. 

Leon Levi, President 
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Kansas City, Mo., April 13. 
Lewis May, President, Temple Emanu-El, corner Fifth 
Avenue and Forty-third Street, New York. 
Hearty congi'atulations upon the fiftieth anniversary of 
Emanu-El's existence. She is the vanguard of New York 
Judaism. Her generous influence is also manifest in many 
pulpits of the country. Gratefully, 

Sam. Schulman, 
Rabbi, Congregation Bnai Jehudah. 



Chicago, III., April 13, 1895. 
Mr. Lewis May, President, Temple Eraanii-El, coi*ner Fifth 
Avenue and Forty-third Street. 
Having been one of the first worshipers at Emanu-El 
congregation on Clinton Street, I tender best congratula- 
tions and greetings to the fiftieth anniversary. 

Jacob Rosenberg. 



Chicago, April 12, 1895. 
The Officers and Rabbis of Temple Emanu-El, corner 
Fifth Avenue and Forty-third Street. 
Anshe Mario congregation, their minister, and officers, 
within two yeai^s of their own Jubilee, send hearty gi^eet- 
ings, congratulations, and well wishes to your fiftieth anni- 
vei'saiy. May you continue to hold your high rank in the 
household of Israel. Personal regards to Doctors Gottheil 
and Silberman. 

Henry N. Hart, President. 
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United Hebrew Charities of the City of New York, 

April 11, 1895. 
Lewis May, Esq., President, Emanu-El Congregation. 

Dear Sir : In behalf of the Executive Committee, per- 
mit me to tender to you tlieir congratulations on the golden 
anniversary of the congregation over which you so 
worthily preside. This organization has so long enjoyed 
the courtesies and liberality of Emanu-El, that to felicitate 
you on the memorable event is the natural outcome of the 
pleasant relations that have for so many years existed 
between your congregation and the Charities. 

Very truly yours, 

I. S. Isaacs, Secretary. 



After the anthem "Lift up your heads," by Gounod, 
had been sung, the Rev. Dr. K. Kohler delivered the open- 
ing address, which was as follows : 

"It is my great privilege to utter the first word of 
joyous thanksgiving to-night on this memorable occasion, 
when the leading Jewish congregation of the land, fore- 
most in number and influence, in public spirit and phi- 
lanthropy, commemorates the completion of its fiftieth year 
of existence, under auspices so bright and fraught with 
blessings, as to fill every Jewish heart with pride. For it 
is the triumph of the most sacred cause, the triumph of 
religious liberty and progress, of humanity and American 
freedom, of loyalty to Judaism on this God-kissed soil of 
human rights, that Temple Emanu-El celebrates to-night. 
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" And in the name of the Jewish congregations and the 
ministry of New York, I congratulate you most heartily, 
the rabbis, the officers, and members of Temple Emanu-El, 
upon the unparalleled success you have achieved. To use 
the words of the sacred seer : ' Thou hast become a crown 
of glory in the hand of the Lord, and a royal diadem in 
the hand of thy God.' 

" This jubilee carries us back to the time when, fifty 
years ago, emancipation from oppressive shackles became 
the watchword of Germany, and the leading spirits of 
Judaism, men like Geiger, Holdheim, Einhorn, Hirsch, and 
Adler discussed the modes and measures of reform, in 
order to harmonize the ancient faith with modern life. It 
was the air of spring, of a new redemption, the spirit of 
regeneration wafted over the ocean, which cari'ied the 
ideas of reform over to America's enlightened Jews, to 
those thirty-three men, who started this great work under 
the watchword, " Emanu-El. With us is God." With us 
is the God of history, the God of mankind. No longer 
shall we leave the crown of the law in the dust of the ages 
past, but lift it toward the light, that its bright luster may 
shine anew upon the world. Ours is not a Judaism 
chained to the letter, but a living truth, humanity's ever 
luminous faith, the keynote of every lofty creed and soul, 
and substance of every righteous deed. And behold, the 
free soil of America was most congenial to this new birth 
of Judaism. 

" The eloquent Dr. Merzbacher did the planting, the 
learned Dr. Adler the watering and trimming of the tree 
that sprouted and flourished marvelously, offering life- 
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quickeniug nurture and shelter to larger numbers. And 
almost throughout all did silver-voiced Rubin breathe his 
soul into often soulless forms. 

"Temple Emanu-El's signal success lent the reform 
movement a new impetus, and under the reform leaders 
magnificent shrines rose all over America, showing the 
world that the fire which consumed Jerusalem's temple 
was not the death warrant of the wandering Jew, but that 
his staff had bloomed forth anew to hold out the promise 
of mankind's spiritual regeneration. The Americanization 
of reform was the next step, and this became eminently 
the object of solicitude of Temple Emanu-El's present 
faithful pastor. It is chiefly due to him that the voice of 
the synagogue is listened to with veneration by the leading 
churches and creeds of the city. 

" Temple Emanu-El has become a crown of glory in the 
hand of God, who blessed it with great prosperity, and its 
spirit of unity and harmony, its Jewish loyalty and noble 
pride, its true American patriotism and large-heartedness 
have formed bright jewels in its diadem. Its ever-prompt 
philanthropy has reflected new credit upon the American 
Jew. Its zeal manifested for every work of* beneficence 
and education during these fifty years gives splendid evi- 
dence that Judaism is a religion of noble deed. 

" Still, in what has been and is being accomplished by 
you in the field of redeeming love, I see but the promise 
and pledge of greater things to come. There is a 
Judaism of tlie creed as lofty above that of the deed as the 
fountain is above the running stream, a Judaism that 
shines through the ages as the lamp of eternal truth, as the 
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sun of righteousness, suffusing light and life and love to 
all creation, a Jiidaism which imbues all classes of men 
with the essence of faith and all the creeds with the pro- 
phetic spirit of truth, an immutable rock amid the flood of 
time. Yet its meaning is not grasped by this generation ; 
its sources are unknown. The study of Judaism, its litera- 
ture and history, has not found as yet a center and focus 
in our great metropolis. Here lie Temple Emanu-El's 
greater opportunities. To pioneer and champion the cause 
of Judaism as a great — nay, as the greatest world system of 
knowledge and faith, to lift up the crown of the law and 
make it a light for all humanity, is worth all the toiling 
for a greater jubilee. When enlightened yet loyal Jews 
and Jewesses will have spurred a new generation to these 
loftier and broader aims and ideals, then will they in 
unison with American Israel — ^nay, with the wide world 
around — cry out truimphantly : ' Emanu-El ! with us is 
Ood, the world's great Lord of righteousness and truth ! ' " 

At the close of his address, Dr. Kohler offered the fol- 
lowing prayer: 

" Not unto us, O Lord ! Not unto us. Unto Thy 
name we give honor and praise ! Thou hast been exceed- 
ing kind and gracious to us in American Israel. Thou hast 
not only taken the yoke of oppression from the shoulders 
of Thy first-born and raised him to the full stature of 
sovereign manhood, but Thou hast also endowed us with 
the power to lift up the down-trodden, to redeem the out- 
cast, to enlighten the untaught. Especially did Thy favor 
rest upon this congregation, which stands out like a tower 
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of strength, like a beacon of righteousness, and like an 
ensign of liberty and large-heartedness in the midst of all. 
We thank Thee, O Lord, that Thou hast prospered the 
work of these fifty years of its existence. It was Thy 
spirit that moved the founders of Temple Emanu-El, the 
builders of this house, the leaders and officers of this con- 
gregation. The fire of Thy truth kindled their hearts. O 
let Thy light shine and Thy blessing abide on them and 
all who promoted its welfare for Thy sake. Bless those 
that are privileged to-night to see this glorious sight, and 
also those who dwell in more glorious heights above. 
Grant that Israel's great heritage be transmitted in ever 
greater brightness and beauty to future generations. 
Kindle all of us with ever-new enthusiasm and love for our 
mission, that we may ever faithfully aud courageously 
champion the cause of Israel and humanity with the rally- 
ing cry : 'Emanu-El ! ' Be with us, O Lord, and bless the 
Word, that comes from joyous lips and from hearts tilled 
with Thy praise and glory, God of mankind ! Amen." 

The Psalm " We thank God with all our hearts," was 
then sung, to the music of Sulzer, by the choir, the soloist 
being the Rev. William Sparger, Cantor of Temple 
Emauu-El. 

An address was then delivered by A. Michelbacher, 
president of the congregation from 1848 to 1864, as fol- 
lows : 

" Mr. President and Friends : I feel deeply grateful 
for the honor you have bestowed upon me in inviting me 
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to come out of my retirement and take part in this great 
jubilee celebration. And with you, I thank the Almighty 
God for his many blessings and kindnesses to us these 
many years, and for prolonging my life to be with you on 
this happy occasion. 

" As I look around, I see but one face, that of the vener- 
able vice president, who stood with me at the cradle of 
our beloved congregation. Our numbers were few, — only 
thirty-three, — our work difficult, but we were not dis- 
couraged, as our aim was reform, education, and the 
highest sphere in Jewish life, and to evince the greatest 
loyalty to this blessed land of freedom. But not one of 
our most enthusiastic friends of fifty years ago could pos- 
sibly imagine that in half a century such a vast result 
would be obtained. The foundation was ours; but the 
success achieved is yours, Mr. President and Gentlemen 
of the Board of Trustees, a result w^hich could only be 
accomplished by conscientious and harmonious labor. 

"May the everliving God guide and protect this con- 
gregation in the future, shower its choicest blessings upon 
it, to continue its good work, and may all assembled here 
to-day live in health and happiness, to celebrate the Cen- 
tennial of our beloved congregation. Amen." 

Lewis May, president of the congregation since 1865, 
then spoke as follows : 

"Fellow Members and Friends: I give praise to 
Almighty God, who has permitted us to reach this golden 
jubilee of our beloved congregation, and I bless His gi*eat 
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name for all the mercies He has bestowed on us from the 
beginning even unto this day. 

" Fifty yeai's ago a few men, good and true, raised the 
banner of Reform Judaism in this city, in an unpreten- 
tious building. They formed a congregation and adopted 
the name of Emanu-El, and to-day more than two-thirds of 
the Jewish congregations in this country have followed 
in their way, toward reform and progress. Heaven has 
favored us with prosperity, and the congregation has gone 
from strength to strength. Although it seems not for man 
to claim any merit before God, this I may be permitted to 
say : We have tried to use the divine blessings in a man- 
ner that should redound to the gloiy of His name, to the 
welfare of our brethren, to the advancement of our ances- 
tral faith, and the good of our city and the nation at large. 
In this spirit of humble gratitude, we remember the past 
and look forward to the future. 

" I Mall now address myself to the task assigned to me, 
to trace, in brief outline, the history of our congregation : 

'^ The men who formed what may be termed the Con- 
stituent Assembly of April 13, 1845, had already been 
banded together in a Cultur Verein, that is, ^ a society for 
intellectual improvement.' They soon perceived that the 
sphere where such improvement was most needed was their 
religion and notably their public worship. Germans by 
birth, they had imbibed the ideas which the great leaders 
of Jewish reform had spread in their native land. It was 
their great good fortune to have by their side a minister 
admirably fitted as a leader in such a movement, Dr. Leo 
Merzbacher ; a name I can speak only with deep reverence 
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and gratitude. On April 6 the Cultur Verein was dis- 
solved ; a week later, the Congregation Emanu-El was 
ushered into life, and thirty-eight contributing members 
elected the following administration : 

" Directors : Isaac Dittenhof er, whose influence as first 
presiding officer is clearly traceable throughout the earliest 
records; I. Rosenbourgh, Treasurer, who had to find 
sureties in the sum of $500 ; L. Goldstein, and M. Leh- 
myer. Assistants: I. Mulhauser, Dr. Bruckman, and 
Jacob Stettheimer. 

" The first place where the reformed worship was held 
was in the house corner Grand and Clinton Streets. In the 
same year a charter was procured, a burial ground pur- 
chased, and a school organized. Two years later, in 1847, 
such progress had been made that larger accommodations 
had become necessary, and to that end a church building in 
Chiystie Street was acquired and properly fitted up as the 
first Temple Emanu-El in this city. I am happy to say 
that the name has been widely adopted throughout the 
United States. The removal to the new building afforded 
an opportunity for pushing forward the work of reform. 
The number of members in 1850, almost all heads of 
families, was 150, and the income reached about $3200. 
The largest part of Salem Field Cemetery was acQ^uired 
in 1851. You all know what Salem Field has become 
through the devotion of our members to the gathering 
place of their beloved dead. How soothing to the mourn- 
ing visitor are its beautiful and peaceful surroundings, and 
the evidences of ceaseless care for that God's acre, of which 
he sees evidences on all sides. Adolph Rubin was elected. 



136 THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 

in 1852, Cantor of the Temple, an office which he held to 
his dying day, January 2, 1890. It needs not that I say 
anything to his praise, for the memory of that good, pure- 
minded, and truly pious man is still fresh in our hearts. 

"The temple in Chrystie Street was sold in 1853, and 
another church building in East Twelfth Street was 
acquired. The removal to the new location was signalized 
by the adoption of a new ritual. Hitherto German was 
the language used for all modern prayers, for hymns, and 
in the pulpit. But in 1855, the need of sermons in Eng- 
lish was recognized, and attempts were made to satisfy it, 
but without success. 

" Leo Merzbacher died in 1856, on his way from the 
temple to his home. His last words spoken to the congre- 
gation were those of the priestly benediction. To fill his 
place the Rev. Dr. Samuel Alder, chief rabbi of Alsei, in 
Germany, was called. Then follow^ed years in w^hich the 
political issues leading up to the War threw all other ques- 
tions into the background. Still the congregation con- 
tinued to grow in numbers and in strength, so that in 1865 
the ground w^as purchased on which this building stands. 

"It was dedicated on September 11, 1868, Avith great 
rejoicings, despite the fact that a debt of $650,000 rested 
upon it. Four days later, after the public sale of the pews on 
April 13 and 14, the whole debt was liquidated, and a sur- 
plus of $120,000 found in the treasuiy. I recall this tri- 
umph to-day as a testimony to the generous disposition of 
our members, which has not diminished since, and which 
must be my excuse when I look upon our name Emanu-El, 
in the light of a talisman for all future emergencies. I 
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would have shrunk from mentioning this had your liber- 
ality been confined to our own congregation, but you have 
shown it on all occasions where public appeals called for it. 
To mention a few: The Norfolk and Portsmouth suf- 
ferers in 1855, the Chicago fire in 1872, the Irish famine, 
the yellow fever in Memphis and Jacksonville, the Johns- 
town flood, the conflagration in Saloniche, and many others. 
And the blessed work of the Emanu-El Sisterhood de- 
pends, next to the sisters' devotion to their work, upon 
the liberal support you are ever ready to grant to it. 

" Shortly after the consecration, the Rev. Dr. Gutheim, 
then of New Orleans, was called as lecturer in English, and 
remained with us for four years, when he returned to his 
former charge. The Rev. Dr. Gottheil was elected, in 
1875, to be joint rabbi with Dr. Adler. The latter became 
rabbi emeritus in 1874, and died in 1891. 

" It is a source of great gratification that the Rev. Dr. 
Gottheil is still with us in vigor and strength, notwith- 
standing he is well advanced in life, having been over forty 
years in the ministry. He has endeared himself to our 
members, and I may be pardoned for stating here, as a 
matter of record, that it was he who founded the Emanu-El 
Sisterhood, whose noble work has been recognized to such 
an extent that eveiy congregation in this city has now its 
own sisterhood, and is being followed by other congrega- 
tions in the Union. 

" It was resolved in 1887 to introduce Sunday lectures, 
and the Rev. Dr. Joseph Silverman of Galveston, Tex., 
was chosen as junior rabbi. By indefatigable industry and 
becoming modesty, he has won the esteem and respect of 
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the congregation. These services on Sunday morning have 
proved of great benefit to our menibei's, and especially to 
our young people who are unable to attend divine service 
on any other morning, and are well attended, also, by 
people not belonging to our congregation nor to our faith. 
As to our religious school, on which I might say much, I 
Avill, however, for})ear to say anything, as I shall have the 
privilege of speaking of it at to-morrow's school festival. 

"The Rev. Adolph Rubin died on January 2, 1890, 
and in the year following the Rev. William Sparger of 
Brooklyn was elected to fill his })lace. 

"Of memorable events I may mention the erection of the 
new building in the cemetery in 1877 ; the Beecher me- 
morial service in 1877 ; the Cremieux memorial service in 
1880 ; the funeral of the great German statesman, Edward 
Lasker, in 1884 ; the celebration of the centennial birthday 
of Sir Moses JMontefiore ; the transfer of the temple library 
to Columbia College in 1891, and the religious celebration 
of the Columbia centennial in 1892. 

"In the year 1892 the sum of nearly fifty thousand 
dollars was expended in improving the lecture, school, and 
meeting rooms of the temple. This has enabled us to util- 
ize them for many purposes of great usefulness, and also to 
offer them as meeting places to charitable institutions and 
humane societies. But just in connection with this subject 
I have to crave your indulgence for a few moments. 

" A circular letter has been sent to you, recommending 
the erection of the Emanu-El chapel on the vacant lot 
adjoining the temple by voluntary subscription as a thank 
offering to the Almighty for all the blessings we have 
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enjoyed. Generous responses Lave been already received. 
The various uses to which the edifice would be put have 
been stated in the same document. 

" Dear fellow members, in all likelihood this is the last 
appeal I shall make to you, as I already have passed the 
ordinary span of human life. You always have responded 
generously ; let this be no exception. The occasion surely 
is fitting for such an offering ; let all have their share in it, 
for eveiy gift will be welcome. 

" And so I close, saying : We have walked together in 
peace, we have worked together in peace ; for thirty years 
I have enjoyed your confidence. Let me say in return that 
there was not a day in this long period when my service to 
the congregation was other than a joy to me, due in a great 
measure to the kindness and devotion of my fellow-trustees 
and the manner in which our spiritual leaders perform the 
duties of their sacred ofiice. God has granted nie health 
and strength to serve you so long. I have no words to 
express my gratitude. With the Psalmist I will say, 
^ Let my silence speak Thy praise, O God ! ' " 

Mrs. M. H. Moses, the vice president of the Emanu-El 
Sisterhood, delivered the following address, in a clear voice 
and with good elocutionary effect : 

" It ie only in deference to the wish af my associates 
that I venture to raise my voice in this assembly, and for 
that reason trust that you will bear with me if I fulfill the 
task imposed upon me in an imperfect manner. 

" The members of the Emanu-El Sisterhood of Personal 
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Service have asked me to express the feelings of joy and 
gi-atitiide with which they greet this jubilee. How can it 
be otherwise i The sisterhood owes its existence and pros- 
perity to the spirit that is fostered in this congregation, as 
well as to the initiative of our revered and dearly beloved 
rabbi, Dr. Gottheil, wlio has shown us the way and guided 
our steps from tlie beginning to this day. Seven years ago 
we l)egan our work. Like the founder's of the tem|)le, Ave 
were but few in number. The field we entered upon was 
to most of us new, and our hands were untried. Our 
plans appeared like ideals, beautiful indeed, and inspiring, 
but all too difficult to realize. We had as yet no experi- 
ence of the strength that lies in a union of heart and soul, 
animated by an earnest desire to do good and help the 
helpless. 

"Among the problems to be solved, not one of the 
easiest was the question of ways and means, as it had been 
resolved not to resort to the ordinary resource of dues, but 
to make personal service the only but indispensable condi- 
tion of membership. The needful funds should come from 
voluntary donations bv both members and non-members, so 
as to enable persons who have nothing to spare for such 
purposes to join the sisterhood on a feeling of absolute 
equality with those who have. Nevertheless, we set out 
boldly, placing our hope entirely on your large-heartedness, 
and it has not failed us. Your liberality grew from year to 
year, with the growth of our work ; so that I am able to 
speak to-night in the name of 150 sisters. Not one among 
them but rejoices in her share of our common task; and we 
never doubt that the large amount needed for the mainte- 
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nance of our organization will continue to flow from the 
same sources from whicli it has hitherto been supplied. 
We, on our side, pledge anew, to-night, our best efforts, our 
unabated zeal in the pursuit of our various works. 

" Merely that you may know what that work is, I will 
mention the five sections into which we are organized ; they 
are as follows : 

" First. The friends of the sick and needy. This sec- 
tion is conducted in connection with the United Hebrew 
Charities. 

" Second. The friends of working girls. 

" Third. The teachers of children. Three hundred and 
fifty children are gathered in various classes for their reli- 
gious and industrial training. 

"Fourth. The friends of workingwomen. The chil- 
dren of workingwomen are cared for in a day nursery and 
kindergarten, while their mothers are at work. 

" Fifth. The Employment Bureau. Through the agency 
of this bureau between sixty and seventy men and women 
find profitable occupation every month. 

" Our reward has been abundant. Not only has our 
success inspired others in this city and throughout the 
country to go and do likewise, but we, ourselves, have 
found how blessed it is for sisters to dwell together in the 
unity of humane endeavors. The good Father in heaven 
has been with us also. We hope that the time is not far 
distant when all womankind of Temple Emanu-El will be 
united in sisterhoods for one kind of service or another. 

" The sisterhood felt the desire of placing within the 
walls of the temple a permanent and visible token of its 
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gratitude, and has chosen, with the approbation of the 
board of trustees, a new clock to take the place of the one 
now in use ; but on account of the temporary structure it 
could not be placed in position until after the celebration. 
We accompany our offering with our prayer that it may 
mark only happy hours for our congregation, and, at the 
same time, so impress us with the flight of time that we 
may be found up and doing in our chosen service of God 
and man. 

" I cannot close without thanking our Heavenly Father 
for His aid and guidance, and humbly solicit His blessings, 
so that all efforts in our work of benevolence may be 
crowned with success, and may this temple, with its beauti- 
ful worship and its helpful instruction, be to all its members 
a true house of God ; a place where we may always find 
gladness of soul, comfort, and peace at all times. Amen.*" 

"The Song of Zion," aiTanged by Frank Van der 
Stucken as a festival march, was rendered by the choir^ 
and upon its conclusion there was much applause. Then 
Dr. Gottheil said : 

" It is undoubtedly an addition to our pleasure that we 
have here among us this evening, a representative of a con- 
gregation outside of this city — a man who has made his 
name well known, not only throughout the United States 
but far beyond ; one whose energy and eflSciency have 
resulted in the establishment of institutions hitherto 
unknown among us, and whose power in the pulpit and on 
the platform has secured for him a place of influence far 
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beyond that whicli men of his age usually attain to. It is, 
therefore, with unfeigned pleasure that I welcome the Rev. 
Dr. Joseph Krauskopf of Philadelphia to this pulpit, and 
especially to this Jewish celebration, and I hope the fact 
of his appearance here, to-night, will go forth like a signal 
to all other congregations desirous, as we are, of coming into 
closer communion, and joining our hands together, to labor 
for the advancement of our faith and the good of our 
fellow-men. I present to you, brethren, Dr. Krauskopf of 
Philadelphia." 



Dr. Krauskopf was received with hearty applause, and 
spoke as follows : 

" I have often disapproved of ironbound ecclesiastical 
organization, as menacing individual liberty and intellectual 
freedom. To-night, however, I wish that a bond of union, 
more powerful than that which now exists, had linked the 
Jewish congregations of this land. Such a union would 
have made of the celebration of this evening a national 
one, and instead of listening now to an humble toiler in 
a neighboring field, a distinguished representative of all 
American Israel would have conveyed to you, in stiiTing 
eloquence, their plaudits for your glorious past, and their 
w^ell- wishes for a still brighter course in the future. Yet, 
if I have not the authority to speak for all, still I feel that 
not one of all of them but will heartily second my 
expressing to you to-night American Israel's profound 
appreciation of all that you have done for its elevation. If 
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fault be found, it will be that it was not better done than 
my limited powers permit me to do. 

" But, whatever I lack in power of expression, is com- 
pensated for by intensity of feeling. Of all who are 
proud of you tonight, — and there is not an American 
Israelite but is, — none is prouder than I, and of all who 
rejoice with you to-night, — and there is not a Jewish con- 
gregation from Temple Emanu-El near the shores of the 
Atlantic to your distinguished namesake near the shores of 
the Pacific, but does, — none rejoices more than Congregation 
Kenesseth Isi'ael of Philadelphia. From a congregation 
that for more than a quarter of a centuiy enjoyed the 
blessed leadershi[) of the twin stars of American refoiiu, 
of the brilliant and scholarly Drs. David Einhorn and 
Samuel Ilirsch, who side by side with your own equally 
distinguished Drs. Merzbacher, Adlei*, and Gottheil, val- 
iantly championed and nobly battled for the cause of 
rational Judaism, from that congregation, that is but two 
years your junior in age, I come to-night with laurel 
wreath in hand, inscribed with Goethe's words : ' IVer 
anqelancjt am Ziel ist^ wird gekront^ charged with the 
pleasant duty of depositing it upon your altar, to symbolize 
the crowning of a sister's honor-laden head. 

" And yet another duty it is my proud privilege to dis- 
charge to-night. From the city of Cincinnati, from the 
seat of my alma mater^ and that of your worthy junior 
rabbi, my friend and classmate, Dr. Silverman, the message 
has come to me to voice the feelings of joy and pride, 
which permeate to-night the hearts of the board of trus- 
tees, of the president, and faculty and students of the 
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Hebrew Union College, which almost from the first, unto 
this day, has uninterruptedly and liberally enjoyed your 
moral and intellectual and financial support. 

" It is a signal triumph that the two cities which have 
been set up as your peers, even as your superiors, in the 
amount of influence exercised upon the development of 
American Judaism, should to-night be the foremost to 
place a crown of victory upon your head, and to lay a 
tribute of esteem at your feet. A rival's honest praise is 
the highest praise. To be crowned by those whom the 
world regards equally distinguished, is an honor that but 
rarely falls to the lot of men and institutions. Such an 
honor is yours to-night, and is as meritoriously deserved as 
it is sincerely bestowed. 

" True it is, that both Cincinnati and Philadelphia are 
entitled to distinction. We may compare the former with 
Zion, and say of it, with the words of the Scriptures: 
* From Zion goeth forth the Torah,' and we may liken the 
latter place to Jerusalem, and apply to it the other half of 
the verse : ^ And the Word of the Lord from Jerusalem.' 
Cincinnati has kindled, in our laud, the light of the Torah, 
Its venerable Dr. Wise is annually gathei'ing around the 
sacred flame the ^Atzilai Bhiai YisroeV (the chosen sons 
of Israel), and is sending them, filled with fiery zeal 
for Israel, all over our land, to illumine what has 
grown dark, to inflame what has gro^vn cold. Philadel- 
phia has been the first, even as she has remained the 
last, to send forth, throughout our land, ^the Word 
of the Lord.' She has given us our first vernac- 
ular Bible, and is preparing now to give us a newer 
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one. She was the first to create an American Jewish 
literature, and at the present time she sends forth annually 
in the neighborhood of ten thousand books and seventy- 
five thousand pamphlets, all having for their object the 
kindling of new love for old Judaism, the shedding of 
new YiiAit on the deed and creed of Isi*ael. 

" Considered in the liglit of influence exercised on the 
development of American Judaism, Cincinnati and Phila- 
delphia certainly present powerful rival claims, but not so 
})owerful as to eclipse the luster of Temple Emanu-El of 
New York. Fai' as tlie spirit of Cincinnati has gone, 
wide as tlie influence of Philadel})hia has spread, that of 
Temple Emanu-El has gone as far and spread as wide, far 
and wide euouo-h to seem almost a fulfillment of the words 
of Isaiah : ' Thy outstretched wings fill the breadth of thy 
land, O Emanu-El.' 

" There is not a Jewish comj^rec^ation in our land that 
has not, in a greater or lesser degree, felt Temple Emanu- 
El's ennoblino; influence. But for its fannino; and life-sus- 
tainino; winw, Cincinnati's '' Lii^lit of the Torah " micrht 
have been extinsfuished. But for its far-reachina*, aesthetic 
and progressive spirit, Philadelphia's ^ AYord of the Lord ^ 
might have fallen upon arid soil. Though not neglecting 
the fostering of Jewisli leai'iiing, having been the first to 
aiijitate the foundino; of a Jewisli colleGie, the first to start 
the second Jewisli Publication Society upon the ruins of 
the first, if it has done less than Cincinnati and Phila- 
delphia in their distinctive spheres of labor, it is because 
it saw a work of a most important kind to be done in 
another direction; that work, until then almost wholly 
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neglected, it took upon itself, devoted itself to it with 
unparalleled zeal, and Las continued faithful and foremost 
in it to this day. 

"What Moses Mendelssohn did a century ago in Ger- 
many, Temple Emanu-El has done on a somewhat different 
plan, in our land. It transformed Ghetto Jews into 
American Jews. It changed Ghetto Judaism into 
American Judaism. It showed to the Jew what Judaism 
is, and what it might be made to be. To the Gentile it 
showed what the Jew is and what he might be made to 
become. And this blessed work it did by reawakening 
the pride and self-consciousness of the spiritual Jew. It 
did it by appealing to the heart and mind of the Jew 
through the aesthetic sense, a sense which eighteen hundred 
years of misery and degradation had well-nigh smothered. 
It took the Jew out of the ^ Judenschule ' and ^ Judengasse ' 
and placed him into this magnificent temple, the first 
sanctuary of art consecrated to the God of Israel in 
modem times, in any part of the globe, and one that,^ 
in chaste and exquisite taste, stands unrivaled among 
the synagogues of our land, if not of the whole world. 
And this awing and sanctifying shrine, together with its 
inspiring music, reverential service, eloquent sermons, 
soon affected a marvelous change in the character of the 
American Jew. 

^' Accustomed as we are to-day to the sight and sound 
of ennobling sanctuaries and elevating services, we little 
realize the courage it took, and the bitter hostilities that 
were encountered in attempting and effecting such innova- 
tions. Reformers in Israel have never been hailed with 
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Hosannas, neither had their road been festooned wdth gar- 
lands, nor tbeir path strewn with roses. The attempt to 
change the creeping and repulsive caterpillar into an 
atti'active, golden-winged butterfly, was charged to Temple 
Enianu-El as a grievous sin, as a thrust at the very heart 
of Israel, as a prologue to the tearful tragedy soon to 
follow — that of bodily turning Israel over into the hand 
of the Gentile. Temple Enianu-El, however, aided by a 
few brave congregations, persevered and to-day ^thy out- 
stretched wings fill the breadth of thy land, O Emanu-El.' 

"Tlie change in the form of worship led to a corre- 
sponding change in its spirit. Temple Emanu-El entered 
upon its gradual, yet ever progressive and ever consistent 
reform. It ^vas no easy task. Bigotry cried out against it, 
and fanaticism assailed it. It had to face and brave the 
onslaughts, which all those liave encountered who enlisted 
in the army of progress, and went forth to battle for the 
truth. In that service there is no conquest without con- 
flict, no trophy without torture. An inscrutable Provi- 
dence has decreed that the cultivator of the tree of prog- 
ress shall never eat unpunished the first fruit thereof. 

" The enemy it encountered Avas of that fabled hun- 
dred-armed sea monster species, that constantly grows a 
new arm for eveiy one torn off. It was a constant fight. 
Every ship landing in the port brought new immigrants 
Avith old contracted views of Judaism, who straightway 
joined the ranks of the enemy, and imparted new strength 
to the opposing forces. There were yet other enemies, 
less troublesome, but more disheartening. There were 
those who, possessing culture, had been counted on as 
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friends, but, instead, finding Emanu-El's reform progress- 
ing too slowly, they banded themselves under a flag hostile 
to the cause of Israel. It was ever thus. Reform has ever 
been more persecuted by its foes than it has been 
strengthened by its friends. Thus Temple Emanu-El 
stood between two enemies, and yet, like its God, it was 
mighty, because of its loneliness. As its name Emanu-El 
signifies, God was with it, and the smallest minority, allied 
with God, outnumbers the greatest majority without Him. 
Backed by the scholarships of its leaders, and guided by 
that wisdom, that neither permits hasty advances nor 
cowardly retreats, it gradually sent throughout our land 
a conviction that they who follow Emanu-El are safe, 
that they who build upon its platform, build upon a strong 
and solid rock. More and more its spirit permeated con- 
gregations and people, and to-day ' thy outstretched wings 
fill the breadth of thy land, O Emanu-El.' 

" In yet another way has Temple Emanu-El benefited 
American Israel. It was the first to cultivate Christian 
fellowship, a credit that is especially due to your genial 
senior rabbi. No rabbi before his advent in your pulpit, 
and no rabbi since, in any Jewish pulpit of our land, has 
so understood the art of showing the Jew in a proper light 
to the Christian world, and wanning for him respect and 
appreciation, as has your Dr. Gottheil. His pulpit has 
ever been as open to Christian divines as he has been wel- 
comed in Christian pulpits, and whether host or guest, he 
has never failed to win hundreds of friends for Christians 
and Jews. Jews would come with prejudices, and go away 
with fraternal feelings in their hearts. Christians would 
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<!ome to scoff, and stay to marvel , and come again and 
again, to listen and to pi-ay. Gradually that fraternal spirit 
found imitators throughout our land, and Avhenever intro- 
duced, it brought Jew and Christian nearer and nearer 
together, and pushed hatred and prejudice fuii;her and 
further away. Thus it is that ' thy outstretched wings fill 
the breadth of thv land, O Emanu-El.' 

" On its own community its influence has been incom- 
parable. In the numl>er and in the intellectual and social 
position of its members, it has stood at the head from the 
first. It has ever stood worthily represented among its 
city's celebrated, professional and commercial, and philan- 
thropic and patriotic people. To be an Emanu-Elite has 
almost come to mean a man or woman of culture, of liber- 
ality, of communal usefulness. To chink of Temple 
Emanu-El almost obliges one to think at the same time of 
strength, of integrity, of patriotism, of philanthropy, of prog- 
ress, and of peace. AVhile in Venice, last summer, I read 
on the Church of St. Giacomo de Rialto this inscription : 
^ Around this temple let the merchant's law be just, his 
weights true, his covenants faithful.' I have not dis- 
covered such an inscription on this building, but many 
thousands have discovered it in the thoughts and actions 
of the people worshiping here. 

'^And their spirit of honorable devotion to their faith 
and to their laud has spread far and vnde. New York, 
being the metropolis of our land, has always attracted 
legions of our people to its marts, thousands of whom, 
attracted by Emanu-El's fame, made a visit to its shrine as 
much of an obligatory pilgrimage as the Catholic, when at 
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Home, regards his visit to St. Peter's, or the Mohammedan 
his visit to the Caaba stone when at Mecca. And when 
within this sacred edifice, the chaste beauty of its architec- 
ture, the grandeur of its service, the eloquence and erudi- 
tion of its sermons, the magnificence everywhere, swelled 
their hearts and minds with joy and pride, made them to 
feel that Judaism is a living, acting power in the land, 
made them to breathe in new hope for its ultimate tri- 
umph, inspired them with new courage to battle for it 
against the indifference of the Jew, and the hostility of the 
Gentile. Thus it is that ' thy outstretched wings fill the 
breadth of thy land, O Emanu-EL' 

"During a visit to the high-domed baptistiy of Pisa, 
my guide sang a few notes, that I might hear the wonder- 
ful echo of that sanctuary. The higher the sound arose the 
sweeter grew the tones, and when it repeated itself again 
and again from side to side in ever-sweetening melody, and 
when at last it soared to the top, the music ceased to be 
human, it became seraphic. A choir of angels seemed to 
have caught it up, and to sing it as a I'e Deuiii before the 
throne of God. And in listening to it, I seemed no longer 
earthly, nor upon the earth at all. I seemed within the 
heavenly abodes, and of the heavenly hosts. 

"Such notes you have sung during your half-century 
existence. The melody has gone forth, and in ever-sweet- 
ening harmony is echoing and re-echoing throughout the 
breadth of our land. And they will continue to resound 
in ever- widening, ever-deepening melodies, until our earth 
will become a heaven, until all its people, like a chorus of 
Angels on high, will, as a common truth-loving and peace- 
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pursuing brotherhood, entuiie their hymns of praise and 
thanksji^ivin^ to the common Father of them all." 



At the close of Dr. Krauskopfs address, the anthem 
"Thus sayeth the Lord: * Behold I create a new heaven 
and a new earth," etc., from Isaiah Ixv. 17, 18, 19 ; vi. 1, 2, 
3, by A. R. Gaul, was rendered by the choir. 

Then the Rev. Dr. Joseph Silverman spoke as follows : 

" The inspiration of this golden anniversary I find in 
the words of Scripture : ^ Ye shall hallow the fiftieth year, 
and proclaim liberty throughout the land unto all the 
inhabitants thereof: it shall be a jubilee unto you ; and ye 
shall return every man unto his possession, ye shall return 
every man unto his family.' Leviticus xxv. 10. 

*' These words sound the keynote of our celebration. 
They have a special import for us to-day, because by a 
fortuitous circumstance the fiftieth anniversary of this con- 
£rre«:ati(>n occurs durins: the Passover week — the Festival 
of Freedom. Another gratifying coincidence is the fact 
that those words adorn the old Independence Bell, that 
rang out liberty for our country over a century ago. This 
coincidence is not a mere accident. 

'^ In that proclamation of freedom Judaism and America 
are forever linked. In that proclamation they both 
find their birth and development. Without liberty, no 
America ; without freedom, no Judaism. 

" The very emancipation of Israel and the founding of 
the new nation were the result of the petition of Moses to 
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Pharaoh, to let the people go free for three days that, 
unfettered in body and in mind, they might truly worship 
the Lord their God. 

" So American liberty was cradled in the religious 
reformation that swept over the continent of Europe for 
several centuries. The ancestors of our country came to 
these shores in quest of the right to worship God according 
to the dictates of their own conscience. The protest 
against religious absolutism was the precursor of rebellion 
against political oppression. 

^' The free state and free church, since their establish- 
ment, have reacted beneficially upon one another, broaden- 
ing principles, humanizing doctrines, breaking down social 
barriers, and tempering religious dissensions. 

"Judaism, some fifty years ago, came under the same 
genial influence of the spirit of freedom. During centuries 
of oppression it had become encrusted with a legalism and 
formalism whose power was absolute. To be a Jew meant 
conformity to this prescribed order. The natural, inde- 
pendent spirit of the Jew rebelled against this tyranny of 
the rabbinical law, even in monarchical Europe, and here, in 
free America, it soon manifested itself in an unequivocal 
revolution and reformation. 

" But the reform movement in Judaism has been mis- 
understood, misnamed, often misrepresented. It was not a 
protest merely against foims and ceremonies, it represented 
the desire to worship God according to the dictates of con- 
science, to be free servants of the Lord and not unwilling 
slaves of the Talmudical law and the letter of Scripture. 
Reform meant freedom of worship in Judaism ; meant 
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loyalty to God, to truth, love, justice, and humanity, 
whatever cost. 

"• That struggle was not without its pangs, its sacrific 
It was a contest against co-religionists on the ground tl 
Israel, having gained religious liberty from the wor 
notaljly from the American nation, should, in time, recc 
nize the same princi[)le within its own pale. What avc 
and mental sufferings, what anguish of spirit, often brok 
hearts that contest involved, only those know who av( 
pitted against father, l)rother, or sister and mother, in t 
synagogue and religious home. 

" The princi[)le of freedom of worship, once recognize 
saved Judaism from the death that absolutism is sure 
bring to any institution in which it prevails. The inc 
})eneficial results are a modern creed, an American ritu, 
services on Sabbath and Sunday, and greater emphasis up< 
faith and works. That principle has not caused us, as \ 
feared, to Ijreak \vith the past, but rather places us in li 
with the pro[)hets who contended for a worship of t 
unfettered heart, rather than of the soul, enslaved by a 1 
service and a meaningless cult. That principle has n 
severed us from our sister congregations. See, even 1 
night, many of the various shades of opinion are repi 
sented here, for freedom means tolerance and love. ^^ 
form a iniited Israel, working for a united and redeem( 
humanity. That pi'inciple of freedom permits and encoi 
ages brotherhood with all men. On this platform a 
gathered together Christians and Jews, representatives 
state and church, of art, music, and science, law and liter 
ture, education and religion — all the various forces workir 
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for God and humauity, joined together in one gi^and chorus 
of rejoicing, under the banner and protecting aegis of civil 
liberty and religious freedom. This Golden Jubilee is 
Temple Emanu-El's triumphal procession for the victory of 
that divine principle — freedom of worship. 

"Pyrrhus, the Grecian general, in the very zenith of 
his victory against the Romans, looking about on the 
battlefield and counting all the flower of his army that had 
been cut down, cried out, ^Another such victory and we 
are lost.' Now, in the very flush of our triumph for fifty 
years, here under the golden halo of our victor's crown, 
amid the gladdening shouts and hallelujahs, when we 
look around and see among this vast concourse many that 
have deserted us during our struggles, many that have 
lagged behind, or drifted away, many of the flower of our 
army that are no more counted of us, some may cry like 
Pyrrhus, ^ Another such victory, and w^e are lost ! ' I do 
not share that pessimism. We have every reason to hope 
for greater victories, of w^hich the present is but a fore- 
runner. 

"This event would lose in grandeur and importance 
if it were merely a gloi'ious pageant to commemorate the 
achievements of the past. This is not an occasion merely 
for self-glorification and mutual congratulation. We are 
in the first flush of victory. Let us not drink so deeply of 
the cup of joy that, becoming intoxicated with rapture, we 
omit our accustomed vigilance. Let us set the pickets on 
the frontier even while there is yet time. 

" The true Jubilee commands that we proclaim freedom 
throughout the land, to all the inhabitants thereof — pro- 
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claim freedom of worship to the rank and file of Israel, to 
every congregation in the land. Let reform go on until 
there be no more revelation, no more inspiration from 
Heaven. 

"The true jubilee enjoins that every man return to his 
possessions, to his family. No man is truly happy, truly 
free, until he returns to his natural rights, privileges, and 
duties — to his birthrights. The true jubilee for us bids 
every son and daughter of Israel, of Emanu-El, to return 
to Judaism, to come back to the God of his fathers and to 
the family fold in which he was reared and nurtured. 
Many are enslaved by the materialism and skepticism of 
the day, by a specious philosophy that sits lightly upon the 
tomrue. Let them be free, and return to the tried and 
tested moorings, to the House of God, their eternal 
possession. 

" Many have sought freedom outside of Judaism. This 
Jubilee proclaims to them freedom from Judaism. It is as 
if a father had a child which had left home to seek liberty 
and then the parent sent him a loving message — ' Be free, 
but return to your father s house.' 

"Let this celebration of past achievements be at the 
same time a herald of the future. We are to-day, as it 
were, placing the dome upon the Temple Emanu-El that 
was begun fifty years ago, and it shall serve as the founda- 
tion for the superstructure that shall be erected by the 
next generation. We are placing the crown of glory upon 
the brow of those who have led and guided its destiny till 
to-day, and that shall be a guiding light on our future 
path. We have made this triumphal arch for the victors 
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in the battle of reform ; let it be a trysting place where 
meet today the men and women who will not rest on the 
laurels of their fathers, but will take up arms in the 
ecclesia militants for God and humanity. 

^'The lesson of this day turns our jubilee into a feast 
of consecration. We are laying the cornerstone of a new, 
and, let us hope, a greater Temple Emanu-El; we ai-e 
to-day dedicating the new generation to the future Judaism. 

" To the elders we say, Blessed is your work, ye faithful 
servants of the Lord, To the young we say, Be brave, be 
bold, be hopeful, and so labor that your hope be realized 
during your own time," 

The anthem " I waited for the Lord," by F. Mendels- 
sohn-Bartholdi, was sung by the choir. 

Then followed the Adoration, conducted by the Rev. 
Wm. Sparger. 

Rev. Dr. Gottheil then said : 

"My Friends: Tome has been allotted the closing 
words of this celebration. I shall not employ my time in 
either reiterating to you the thoughts and feelings that 
have been expressed here in so impressive a manner, nor 
shajl I say, or attempt to say, what my feelings are to- 
night. Nor can I even utter the sentiments that are 
uppermost in my mind. Dear friends, I can only speak of 
the twenty-two years during which I have been among 
you. They were the best part of my life — best, not only 
in vigor, in health, and in success, but best in the grace 
that God gave me to utter His word from this place ; — the 
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best ill the bond of love and iniitual confidence that these 
yeai*s have woven around us ; — best in the experieiice that 
I liave gatliered ; l>est, also, in the fruition of my label's. 
For twentv-two vears we liave worshiped toirether in this 

liouse. I liave triiMJ so to bind vour hearts to the foiinda- 

t/ 

tion stone of the divine influence, that vou should feel in 
coniini; here how in)Oi\ it is to dwell under the shado^v of 
the Almighty; how sweet it is to sing his praise, and how 
soothing and comforting, when our hearts are heavy, and 
learn to submit ourselves to the everlasting will and take 
the burden of life upon us. I have tried to do my 
duty; — how well I have succeeded, lie alone, the Searcher 
of hearts, knows ; lie also knows how earnestly I have 
striven to do His blessed work faithfully, and give Him all 
I had and all I could to this great task. 

" When, twenty-two years ago, your members were 
gathered together in the vestiy-room down stairs and the 
good tidings were brought to me that you had accepted me 
for your guide, I came and said to you, in the words of 
Moses, that ' this ground now is holy for me.' It is holier, 
since it will be my holy ground, when it shall please the 
Almighty to call me away. This much 1 only want to tell 
you <'is an expression of my own feelings. And now let 
me say, in the name of this congregation, that we thank 
those \w\\i) have come to-day to be with us, those w^ho share 
the labors of the ministry, those who have spoken many 
acceptable words ; and I will acknowledge especially the 
presence of Dr. Kohler, in whom we honor the scholai'ship, 
the uprightness, the earnestness of his intentions, and the 
purity of his life. All brethren are cordially welcome here 
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among us. And those who are separated from us in 
belief, in the construction, in the conception of the Divine, 
but are with us in heart and soul, the representatives of the 
great Christian faith, they also must feel that they are wel- 
come here. I desire to express our joy at not only seeing 
our honored president here to-day after thirty years of such 
service as he has given us, but our joy in hearing him 
speak in the vigor of youth ; and I can assure you that, in 
the superintendence of our affaii's, we could not feel as he 
himself has told us, that he had passed the span of human 
life. Once, in ancient times, the great leader in Israel, at a 
critical period of his people's history, arose and with his 
noble independence said : ' My brethren, choose to-day 
whom you will serve. If God is good, serve Him ; if Baal 
will serve his God, serve him, but as for me, I and my 
house will serve God.' As for our dear friend, he and his 
house have ever served the Lord. 

" And to you, the honored people of our congregation, 
representatives of this year as well as forty or fifty years 
ago, when your hearts were young and the span of your 
lives was before you, and the blood ran young in your 
veins, how proud you should be and how thankful we are . 
that you and we should gather here to-day and manifest 
the orreat work that has been done for us all. And here I 
hold in my hand what I must call a part of the work of 
Temple Emanu-El, a book which bears the name of Doctor 
Merzbacher, your first preacher. It has been faithfully, 
kept and guarded by the hands of a good and devoted 
daughter of our congregation, and in this book I find the 
first German prayers ever uttered by a minister of Temple 
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Emanu-El — ^prayera that some of you must have heard 
wlien they were fii*st uttered; and I find here a passage, 
which I think I shall do your hearts the kindly service of 
reading, so that the sounds which striT^e your ears may 
awaken in your hearts the recollections associated with 
your first hearing of them. 

" And now at the close of this festival, there is little 
remaining for us to do. As for myself, 1 have placed here 
before you these signs of sacred niemoiy [Dr. Gottheil here 
called attention to a pair of candelabra composed of silver, 
which he had contril)uted as pulpit lamps, in the way of 
memorial to his wife recently deceased]. I place them in 
your charge, and when I shall be no more, think of them 
for my sake ; let them carry their memory of affection and 
submission to coming generations. 

" And now I have further to acknowledge the timely 
gift of our sister congregation of Philadelphia. I charge 
you, dear brother [turning to Rev. Dr. Joseph Krauskopf], 
to take our acknowledgments to your people. Tell them 
that this gift [referring to the laurel wreath, gold 
mounted, mentioned in the address by Dr. Krauskopf] has 
been received by those who are w^ell able to appreciate the 
kindness thus shown to us. It will surely remain forever 
among the gifts which our people shall cherish. As you 
have commenced this new era of fellowship and good will 
between the various bodies of our scattered faith, I say in 
the name of God — ' go on and prosper.' " 

Turning toward the Rev. Dr. Silverman, the associate 
rabbi, Dr. Gottheil said with much impressiveness : 
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" And now, my fellow- worker, Dr. Silverman, I here 
acknowledge my appreciation of your services. I have 
watched you in your developments as your power has been 
growing and unfolding. Our intercourse has woven a 
bond of friendship between us. Never have you given me 
the slightest cause to regret that here in this place I held 
out to you that hand of friendship. So may we unitedly 
advance in the work of our God and prosper in our hearts. 

" And now I have tried to express my feelings in a way 
that I believe is well understood by you all. May I ask 
you now to rise and sing, as you well can, from the depths 
of your hearts, my little offering in the form of the Jubilee 
Hymn." 

The congregation than sang, to the tune of " Ameiica," 
the hymn composed for the occasion by Dr. Gottheil, as 

follows : 

JUBILEE HYMN. 

Praise be to God on high, Still do Thy blessing grant, 

Mim let us magnifj'^, God of the Covenant 

His goodness tell. Of Israel ; 

l^ot that we seek the fame, With love our hearts endue, ' 

Only for His great name, With fervor, pure and true. 
Let word and deed proclaim : ' As we our vows renew : 

Eraanu-EI ! Emanu-El ! 

O God ! beyond compare, O God ! our country bless, 

Who can Thy works declare. Cause peace and happiness 

Thy power excel ? In it to dwell. 

As with that little band May all our hearts accord 
That first joined heart and hand. Praising Thee only. Lord, 

In Him our hope shall stand. Echoing forth the word : 

Emanu-El I Emanu-El ! 
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Di\ Gottheil then offereil the following prayer : 

" Alniiijfhtv Fatlier, tliouizh late the hour, we will not 
part without askiuir Thv benediction. AVe will not s:o 
asunder until \ve have secured Thv intercession and without 
thanking Tlice for Thy lx>unty and asking of Thee Thy 
blessing. AVe know, Fatlier, that before Thee all prayers 
are ecjual. AVe know that the savage upon iue banks of 
his sacred stream is as much regarded by Thee as the 
proudest son of civilization : that it mattei^s little to Thee 
what mav be the creed so lonir as the deed be ris^ht: that 
it matters little, too, what shall be the faith professed so 
lone: as the works are creditable: little even as to what the 
conception or the form of Avorship may be, so long as it 
teaches kindness and irentleness and mercv to our kind. 
Therefore, Father, these Thy children hazarded new paths 
of truth. May liberality of sentiment, of action, always be 
theirs ; may they view all things correctly, and so preach 
that they shall know no vanity."* 

The benediction was pronounced shortly after eleven 
o'clock by the Rev. Dr. F. De Sola ^Nlendes. 



The Children's Festival took j^lace in the Temple, Sun- 
day morning, A]_)ril 14, at ten o'clock. The attendance was 
equal to that of the evening before, and the exercises con- 
tinued for more than three hours. 

The exercise opened with a procession of the children 
by classes, from the front of the Temple, rearward, to the 
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pulpit. There were eleven classes and each had a banner 
bearer and a leader. The advance was first by a class of 
gh'ls and next by a class of boys, thus alternating through- 
out the march. Mean^vhile Professor Van der Stucken 
played a voluntary upon the organ. This was one of 
the most impressive scenes associated with the entire 
jubilee celebration. 

The banner bearers and inscriptions were as follows : 



1. Albert Speyer, 5th boys* class, 

2. Edna Dalsheimer, 5th girls* 

3. Armand Heavenrich, 4tli boys' 



( t 



(< 



4. Rita Engelbart, 

5. Chas. Bickart, 

6. Edwin J. Herts, 

7. Irma Hess, 

8. Geo. Miner, 

9. Gertrude Coher, 

10. David Hays, 

11. Clara Lewisohn, 



4th girls' 
3d boys' 
3d boys' 
3d girls' 
2d boys' 
2d girls' 
1st boys' 
1st girls' 



it 



it 



(< 



«< 



<( 



The Lord our God is one. 

Have we not all one Father ? 

Love God with all thy heart, soul, and 
might. 

Holy, Holy, Holy, is the Lord our God. 

Love thy neighbor as thyself. 

Break thy bread to the poor. 

Israel, the people of the Covenant. 

There arose no prophet like Moses. 

All the earth shall worship God. 

God bless our native land. 

Emanu-El, our watchword through life. 



A platform had been ari-anged in front of the pulpit, 
and against the pulpit was a tablet composed of white car- 
nations and of the dimensions of four feet. As each 
banner bearer at the head of his or her class came forward, 
he or she ascended the platform and the leader of the 
class recited a motto or legend, either in poetry or a 
passage of Scripture. The quotations were : 

1. For lo, the winter is past, the rain is over and gone. 

2. The meadows are clothed with flocks, and the valleys are en- 
veloped with corn ; even shout for joy : — yea, they even sing. 

4. 65. 14. 
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3. The flowers appear on the earth, the time of the singing of the 
birds is come, and the voice of the dove is heard in our land. 

4. How manifold are Thv works, O Lord ! in wisdom hast Thou 
made them all : the earth is full of Tliy riches. 

4. 104. 24. 

5. Thou coverest the lieaven with cloud, Thou preparest rain for 
the earth, and causest grass to grow upon the mountains. 

4. 147. 8. 

6. I will be as the dew unto Israel, he shall grow as the lily and 
cast forth his roots as Lebanon. 

Hosea xiv. 5. 

7. The heavens are the heavens of the Lord : — but the earth hath 



He ficiven to the children of men. 



4. 115. 



8. The grass withereth, the flowers fadeth : — but the word of God 
-will stand firm forever. 

Isaiah xl. 8. 

9. Sweet flowers are blooming so bright and so fair. 
Then scatter them freely, with many a prayer. 
Go where the sick and the weary ones stay. 
And scatter them, scatter them, over their way. 

10. Lay them not low on the graves of the dead. 
But bring them to hands that are toiling instead. 
Let each petal of beauty sweet stories unfold 

Of mansions on high where are glories untold. 

11. Then hope will arise mid shadows of night. 
And the tear-heavy eyes grow joyous and bright 
Yes, carry them, carry them flowers so fair. 
Where sweep the dark pinions of sorrow and care. 

Each cLild carried a red carnation and inserted the 
stem into the white bed of the tablet, under the direction 
of a superintendent, so that when the two hundred children 
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had crossed the dais and deposited their offerings, the 
inscription 



Emanu-El. 

1845. 1895. 



was wrought. The girls were clothed in white and the 
boys wore short clothes of the knickerbocker pattern, and 
presented a beautiful appearance during their march and 
when they ranged themselves along the platform, the girls 
to the left and the boys to the right of the pulpit. The 
flower offering having been completed by the school, a 
greeting and prayer was made and offered by the Rev. Div 
Gottheil, as follows : 

"Dear friends and fellow- worshippers in this place^ 
and those who have come to join us and partake of our 
joy, I welcome you to this our children's celebration of our 
jubilee. But it is not to you that I have to address my 
words this: morning, nor is there any necessity for it. 
Where the things themselves appeal so forcibly to our 
deepest feelings, words of interpretation would only mar 
and weaken their effect. To-day God has ordained the 
highest, the purest, the deepest strength which can be 
afforded — that which childhood contributes, and I shall, 
therefore, let you enjoy and continue under this influence. 

" To you, my dear children, my words are few to-day. 
I welcome you here in this place, where you are gathered 
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toi^ether, to recall wliat vour aucestors did for you ^vhen 
they labored to establish a house of worship of the God of 
your fathers, and so to smooth the path for you that at the 
luorniiis: of your life vou should be able to receive the ever- 
lasting word of God in a manner that shall instill into your 
souls the sense of God's goodness and sanctify your lives 
forever. I welcome vou this mornins;, and desire that 
what you have carried into the sanctuary on your banners 
may be the guiding stars of your life. The banner of vic- 
tory over evil, over prejudice, over passion, and over all 
kinds of enmity, that you may have to encounter in your 
lives. I hope you know, and I hope that you will never 
forget, the meaning of the words you have inscribed — 
words so dear to us — the words you have written by your 
own hands in floral triljutes of duty u[)on this tablet. 

" You have written them in brilliant flowers, of great 
beauty. May I ask that you will so write the words 
on the tablet of your own hearts, and let the word 
* Emanu-El ' be the watchword of your lives. 

"And now, since all blessings come from on high ; since 
it is our rule on every Sunday morning, before we address 
ourselves to our toil in this world, to bend our heads before 
the Almighty and invoke His blessing, even so let us do on 
this great and blessed morning, and let us arise and worship 
the God to whom this congregation is dedicated. I will 
ask you to join Avith me in prayer : 

"Almighty Father, Thou who art so near to the 
humljlest of Thy creatures ; Thou who art the all-perfect 
and only One, the power on whom alone we can cast all 
our burdens in humility and weakness, we bow our heads 
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and our hearts before Thee ; we thank Thee for the 
glorious fruition of this time; we thank Thee that the 
words of prophecy have been fulfilled. Now shall Jacob 
not be ashamed when he looks upon his children, nor shall 
his foes stand forth in the midst of them, the Holy One, in 
Isi'ael. Oh, God of our fathers ; God of all mankind, we 
present these our most precious possessions to Thee and 
pray that Thou mayest keep them under Thy powerful 
guardianship. Their hearts are pure ; their souls are not 
stained by sin, and the dearest hopes of human hearts are 
linked with their young minds. Merciful God, let not one 
of them fall to the ground, let not one of these that stand 
here amongst us to-day be ever lost ; let them serve 
Thee and worship Thee and so guide them that they 
shall serve Thee and worship Thee. May they be the 
builders of the future; may they be the strength of 
this congregation and, through their labors, may they conse- 
crate their lives to the sanctification of their souls and 
hearts to work in behalf of mankind, and be a perpetual 
strength to our people. Hear our prayer, O God, and 
answer the petitions that now arise to Thy throne. Hear 
our prayers and bless us for evermore. Amen." 

Then followed this responsive reading of the Scrip- 
tures : 

O Lord our God, how excellent is Thy name in all the earth. 

Thou hast set Tliy glory in the heavens. 

When I consider Thy heavens, the work of Thy hands ; the moon 
and the stars which Thou hast ordained, 

What is man that Thou art mindful of him, and the son of man tliat 
Thou visitest him ? 
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Yet hast Thou made liim but little lower than the angels. 

And hast crowned him with glory a!ul honor. 

Thou madest him to have domiuiou over the works of Thy hands* 

Thou hast put all things under his feet. 

Lord, how manifold are Thy works ! 
In wisdom hast Thou made them all. 

1 will lift up mine eyes unto the hills ; from whence cometh my 
help ? 

My help cometh from the Lord, who made heaven and the earth. 

He will not suffer thy foot to be moved : He that keepeth thee will 
not slumber. 

Behold ! He that keepeth Israel sliall neither slumber nor sleep. 

The Lord is thy keeper ; the Lord is thy shade upon thy right 
hand. 

Tlie sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night. 

The Lord shall j)reserve thee fro!n all evil. He shall preserve thy 
soul. 

The Lord shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in, from this- 
time forth and even for evermore. Amen. 

Under tlie direction of the Cantor, the Rev. Mr. 
Sparger, the following hymn was sung by the school : 

God is in Ills holy temple, God is in the holy temple. 

Earthly thoughts be silent now, In the pure and holy mind ; 

While with reverence we assemble In the reverent heart and simple. 

And before his presence bow. In the soul from sense refined. 

He is with us, now and ever. Then let every low emotion 

When we call upon his name. Banished far and silent be, 

Aiding every good endeavor. And our souls in pure devotion, 

Guiding every upward aim. Lord, be temples worthy Thee. 

An address was then delivered by the Rev. Dr. Joseph 
Silverman, on "The Significance of Israel's History," as 
follows : 

" What is it that invests this anniversary with such 
unusual interest as to call forth these extraordinary demon- 
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strations of festivity ? Has anything new been discovefed, 
any new religion or philosophy been promulgated, or any 
new institution founded which deserves to be heralded into 
the world with paeans of rejoicing and bursts of eloquence ? 
Is it the present or the future that inspires this glorifica- 
tion ? Both ! but only in so far as they are related to 
the past. 

"The history of this congregation, for the fifty yeai's 
that have gone, stands before us in all the beauteous color- 
ing of varied events and heroic achievements. It reveals 
to us the early endeavors of a small band of young men, to 
transplant the ideals of their fathers from their native land 
into the land of their adoption. It teaches us their earnest 
efforts to overcome the materialistic and skeptical tenden- 
cies of their times and to devote themselves to their 
spiritual development, the promotion of religion and ethics, 
and the preservation of Judaism. The significance of that 
history of the past fifty years is the fact that Temple 
Emanu-El was founded by the young men of that time to 
whom the teachings of Judaism were dear and sacred. 

" That history of Temple Emanu-El, with this particular 
significance for us, assumes even a greater importance in its 
bearing on Judaism when we connect it with the history of 
Israel. No congregation can be taken by itself. As the 
individual is the result of inheritance, training, and environ- 
ment, so are institutions. The past is the father of the 
present. History is the universal parent, teacher, and 
guide. 

"Israel's history teaches us the origin of the Jewish 
nation, the Sinaic revelation, the establishment of the 
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Palestinian theocracy, the development and vicissitudes of 
Judaism and Israel throughout the ages — their failures and 
triumphs. But, al)ove all, it testifies to the position ttat 
the young have taken in this grand, sublime stand of 
Israel in behalf of Judaism, against the opposition of the 
world. 

" Abraham, in his old age, places reliance on Isaac, Isaac 
on Jacob, and Jacob on his twelve sons. Thus the heritage 
of Israel is transmitted from father to son. Joseph, at 
the age of thirty, becomes viceroy of Egypt and saves 
his family, the forerunners of the Israelitic nation, from 
impending ruin. Pharaoh does not fear the aged Israelites. 
They will die out quickly enough. He fears the rising 
generation and seeks to destroy it. It remains for young 
Moses to strike the first blow for liberty. The old genera- 
tion mui^t perish in the wilderness, only young Israel can 
enter Palestine to establish the new commonwealth. 

"The subsequent destines of Israel are often intrusted 
by the Lord into the hands of the young. Sampson is 
judge over Israel at twenty. David, a mere youth, the 
youngest of the eight sons of Jesse, slays Goliath, delivei'S 
Israel from the Philistines, and is annointed king. Solo- 
mon is a mere lad when he ascends the throne. Isaiah 
prophesies at twenty. Jeremiah, when he receives the 
divine summons, says : ^ I am but a lad and know not how 
to speak.' 

" When Antiochus attacks Israel and opposes Judaism, 
the young Maccabees enter the lists and save the temple. 
When Titus destroys Jerusalem and Judaism seems lost, 
the young students at Jabneh preserve the law.. When 
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Hadrian seeks to exterminate Israel's religion he punishes 
with death the teaching of the young and the ordination of 
rabbinical candidates. At that time ten teachers in Israel 
are reported to have suffered maryrdom for teaching the 
law of God. The last of these was Rabbi Juda ben Baba 
(or Damas), who, fearing an extinction of tradition and the 
want of ordained rabbis, assembled the remaining seven 
pupils of Rabbi Akibah in the lonely valley between the 
cities of Usha and Shefaran, and there ordained them. 
The ceremony was hardly concluded when they were 
espied by Roman soldiers. Rabbi Juda importuned the 
young men to escape while he engaged the soldiers in their 
efforts to capture him. After the pei'secution was at an 
€nd, these seven ordained teachers came out of their places 
of refuge, and by their eloquence and learning, revived the 
spirit of Judaism. 

'' Whatever else the history of Israel may teach, these 
instances alone, which I have selected out of a great 
number, reveal the important relation that the flower of 
Israel and the instruction of the young hold to the preser- 
vation of Judaism. We cannot ignore that relation. The 
vitality of Judaism depends upon the spirit of the youth 
and the religious school. ' Youth,' it has been well said, 
* is the aromatic flower upon the tree, the grave life of 
maturer years its sober, solid fruit.' Young Israel only 
can perpetuate Judaism. In the places of thy sires shall be 
thy children. The oak rises majestically toward heaven. 
Tear off all its leaves, cut off all its branches, and in time it 
will die and decay. What will replace it? One acorn 
saved, planted, and well nurtured will again bring the oak 
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sj>ecies. * Give me cliiklreii or I die ! ' cried Rachel. ^ G 
me children or I perish ! ' cries Judaism. 

" Without its religious school, Temple Emauu-El mi, 
not have lived to celebrate this event. Many of those, v 
to-day are zealous workers in congregational and eommu 
affaii*s, imbibed in this school their first lessons of faith £ 
their love for Israel's historv and relio:ion. With all 
errors and faults of early years (they Avere not errors a 
faults then ; they are only regarded as such to-day in 1 
light of better experience) this school has done iiol 
service for Temple Emanu-El and Judaism. 

" To-day it rises to greater heights. Originally regard 
as secondary to the tem[)le service, it is conceded to-day 
be of equal importance. Instruction in the law of God 
also serving the Lord. Teaching and preaching are alm« 
identical. Praying and studying the law of God are oi 
different forms of worship. The rabbis of old have e^ 
said, * The study of the law of God is superior to all thinj 

" In many respects the religious school is even of m( 
importance than the temple service, for the latter mi 
depend, in time, for worshipers upon the former. Wi 
out an efficient religious school there would be no cong 
gation. The school is the recruiting camp for the congrej 
tion. The class room is the first battle ground on whi 
to meet effectively, skepticism and atheism. Those fi: 
victories for God make the young heart proof against lai 
attacks of materialistic philosophies. Lord Brougham 1: 
said : ' Let the soldier be abroad if he wdll ; he can 
nothing in this age. There is another personage h 
imposing, in the eyes of some, perhaps, insignificant. T 
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sclioolmaster is abroad, and I trust to him, armed with his 
primer, against the soldier in full militaiy array.' So I say, 
we need not fear the scoffer. The religious school-teacher 
is abroad, and we may trust to his or her religion of the 
heart against all the buffoonery of the scoffing gladiator and 
the specious eloquence of the sophistic philosopher. 

" What with our school, our society for Bible study, 
Post-Graduate Class, Bright Side Club for Kind Acts, 
Emanu-El Literary Circle, Choral Union, Mission School, 
not to forget the greatest of all, the Emanu-El Sisterhood, 
we have many organized bands of the young that may be 
marshaled in line for the great battle for truth, right, love, 
and faith. 

"Just as these children have to-day built up out of 
flowers this inscription "Emanu-El, 1845-1895," so, vrith 
these organized forces, their faith and their good deeds, the 
flowers of all true religion, they will build up, in living 
reality, the great and eternal temple of God and humanity." 

Following Dr. Silvennan's address, seven children, girls 
and boys alternately, made recitations bearing upon the six 
periods of Jewish history, in the following order : 

1. At Mount Sinai, by Lilly Frank. 

" When the children of Israel made a covenant with 
God, at Mount Sinai, promising to keep the \a^v, tradition 
relates that an angel came down from Heaven and 
demanded a pledge from the people, for the fulfillment of 
their promise : 
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** ' Let Heaven and earth, that are witnesses to-day, be 
our pledge,' said Isi^ael. 

" ' Heaven and earth will pass away,' answered the 
angel. 

" * Let, then, the piety and virtue of our ancestors, of 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, be surety for us.' 

" ' No,' answered the heavenly voice, ' your fathers that 
have died cannot be a guarantee for you.' 

" ' Let then, our prophets, who will arise in Israel, be our 
pledge.' 

" ^ There will also be false prophets,' answered the 
divine messenger. 

" ^ Then let our children, whom we will teach the law^ 
be a guarantee for the fulfillment of our promise.' 

" ' Your children are acceptable unto the Lord as surety,' 
cried the voice from heaven. 

^' In the spirit of this tradition we repeat the words of 
David : ^ Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings Thou 
hast founded Thy might, O Lord.'" 

2. Solomon's Te:\iple, by Moxroe Blumgart. 

" And Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord, in the 
presence of all the congregation of Israel, and spread forth 
his hands toward heaven, and he said : ' Lord God of 
Israel, there is no God like Thee, in heaven above, or 
on the earth beneath, who keepest covenant and mercy 
with Thy servants that walk before Thee, with all their 
heart. 

" ' But will God indeed dwell on earth ? Behold, the 



THE FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 175 

heaven and heaven of heavens cannot contain Thee ; how 
much less this house that I have builded ? 

" ^ Yet have Thou respect unto the prayer of Thy servant 
and to his supplication, O Lord my God, to hearken unto 
the cry and to the prayer which Thy servant prayeth 
before Thee to-day. 

" ^ If any man trespass against his neighbor, and an oath 
be laid upon him to cause him to swear, and the oath come 
before Thine altar in this house. 

" ^ Then hear Thou in heaven, and do, and judge Thy 
servants, condemning the wicked, to bring his way upon 
his head, and justifying the righteous, to give him accord- 
ing to his righteousness. 

" ' When Thy people Israel be smitten down before the 
enemy, because they have sinned against Thee, and shall 
turn again to Thee, and confess Thy name, and pray, and 
make supplication unto Thee in this house : 

" ^ Then hear Thou in heaven and forgive the sin of Thy 
people Israel, and bring them again unto the land which 
Thou gavest unto their fathers. 

"*If there be in the land a famine, if there be 
caterpillar ; if their enemy besiege them in the land 
of their cities ; whatsoever plague, whatsoever sickness 
thei'e be. 

" ' What prayer and supplication soever be made by any 
man or by all Thy people Israel, which shall know eveiy 
man the plague of his own heart, and spread forth his 
hands toward this house, 

'" ' Then hear Thou in heaven, Thy dwelling place, and 
forgive, and do, and give to every man according to his 
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ways, whose lieait Thou knowest (for Thou, even Thou 
onlv, knowest the heiirts of all men). 

'* * That thev niav fear Thee all the davs that thev live 

• • • • 

in the laml which Thou giivest unto our fathei's. 

" ' Moivover, ooneerning the stniuger that is not of Thy 
j>eople Israel, but oonieth out of a far countrv for Thy 
name's sake to pray here in this house. 

" ' Hear now, in heaven, and do all that the stranorer 
calleth to Thee fr»r, that all the people of the earth may 
know Thy name, to fear Thee, as do Thy people Israel, and 
that thev mav know that this house which I have biiilded 
is called bv Tin name." 

'' And it was so that when Solomon liad made an end of 
praying all this prayer and supplication unto the Lord, he 
arose from before the altar of the Lord, from kneelino: on 
his knees with his hands spread forth toward heaven. And 
he stood and blessed all the couixreixation of Israel v/ith a 
loud voice, savimr, 'Blessed be the I.ord, that hath mven 
rest unto His people Israel, according to all that He 
promised ; there hath not failed one word of all His good 
promise, which lie promised bv the hand of Moses His 
servant. The Loi-d oui' God be with us, as He was with 
our fathers; let Ilim not leave us nor foi'sake us; that He 
mav incline our hearts unto Ilim, to walk in all His ways, 
and to keep His conunandments, and His statutes, and His 
judgments, which He connnanded our fathers. Let your 
heart, therefore, be pei'fect with the Lord our God, to walk 
in His statutes and to keep His conunandments.'" 
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3. The Banner of the Jew, by Minnie Schaffer. 

Wake ! Israel wake ! recall to-day 
The glorious Maceabean age ; 
The sire heroic, hoary, gray, 

His five-fold lion lineage. 

The Wise, the Elect, the Help of God, 
The burst of Spring, the Avenging Rod, 

From Mizpeh's mountain ridge they saw 

Jerusalem's empty streets, her shrine 
Laid waste where Greeks profaned the Law 
With idol and with pagan sign. 

Mourners in tattered black were there 
With ashes sprinkled on their hair. 

Then from the stony peak there rang 

A blast to ope the graves ; down poured 
The Maceabean clan, who sang 

Their battle anthem to the Lord. 

Five heroes lead, tlie following, see 
Ten thousand rush to victory ! 

Oh ! for Jerusalem's trumpet now. 

To blow a blast of shattering power 
To wake the sleepers high and low. 

And rouse them to the urgent hour. 

No hand for vengeance ; but to save, 
A million naked swords should wave. 

Oh, deem not dead that martial fire. 

Say not the niystic flame is spent ; 
With Moses' law and David's Ivre 

Your ancient strength remains unbent. 
Let but a!i Ezra rise anew. 
To lift the banner of the Jew. 

A rag, a mock at first — ere long 

When men have bled and women wept, 
To guard its precious folds from wrong ; 

Even they who shrunk, even they who slept 
Shall leap to bless it, and to save ; 
Strike ! for the brave revere the brave ! 
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4. Jerusalem and Jabneh, by Edgar Bernheimer. 

" In the year 70 C. E., Titus besieged Jerusalem. Israel 
was menaced by internal dissentions. There were a peace 
party and the Zealots, the party of war. Sober minds saw 
the inevitable downfall of Jerusalem. The Zealots, how- 
ever, insisted on war to the bitter end. Rabbi Jochanan 
ben Zaccai forsaw the impending catastrophe. His object 
was to save Judaism since Jerusalem was doomed. How 
to escape from the city and preserve the law, and teach it 
to tlie young, was his problem. That, he knew, w^as the 
only salvation for Judaism. lie feigned to be dead, had 
himself placed in a coffin and covered with decayed meat, 
and thus was carried out of the city in safety. Once free, 
he petitioned the Roman (xeneral Vespausi for peiTnission 
to establish a school at Jabneh, which was granted. Mean- 
time the war goes on ; the city is taken and soon stands 
in flames — soon it is in ruins. Xot so Judaism. There in 
Jabneh it is taking new root ; there stands Rabbi Jochanan 
in his little school with his pupils, holding aloft the banner 
of Israel, the Law of God. The tableau is pathetic. 
Jerusalem in flames makes the illumination glorifying, for 
new birth of Judaism." 

5. SpAIX, by MyKA SciIWARZ. 

"After the destruction of Jerusalem the Jews were 
scattered throughout the world, and became now the 
favorites and then the outcasts of nations, as it suited the 
varying fortunes of rulers. But wherever blessed with 
peace, they founded homes and cultivated learning. In 
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Spain they became especially prominent in science, litera- 
ture, and philosophy. And here they also suffered the 
bitterest martyrdom, described by a Spanish poet, as 
follows : ' From somewhere a beast most monstrous and 
most foul has come into our midst. Its very appearance 
strikes terror into every soul. When it raises its hissing, 
piercing voice, all Europe trembles. Its body is made of 
the hardest steel, and the deadliest poison. In strength, in 
capacity for murder, in size and speed, it excels the fiercest 
of lions, the most poisonous of serpents, the tallest of 
elephants, and the speediest of eagles. Its very voice will 
kill quicker than the bite of the basilisk. Fire issues from 
its eyes, its jaws breath forth flame, it lives on human 
bodies alone. Wherever it comes, though the sun shine in 
noontime brightness, the densest darkness will at once set 
in. In its presence every blade of grass, every flower, 
blossom, and tree withers and perishes. Like a pest, it 
changes fertile valleys and luxurious fields and laughing 
njeadows into unproductive deserts and howling wastes. 
Its name is the " Inquisition." ' 

"This the children of Israel bore with a spirit of 
martyrdom, remaining faithful to God and the covenant. 
When Spain expelled Israel, Providence pointed the way 
to the New World as to another ^ Promised Land.' " 

6. America, by Master Sciienner. 

" In this countiy was founded a new republic on the 
spirit of the Mosaic doctrine, ^ Proclaim freedom through- 
out the land to all the inhabitants thereof.' This land 
became an asylum for the oppressed, a refuge for those 
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fleeing from tyranny. Here Israel founded a home — here 
Judaism was planted anew and Las flourished under the 
spirit of freedom, and tolerance. 

" O beautiful, my country ! 
Be thine a nobler care 
Than all thy wealth of commerce, 
Thy harvest waving fair ; 
Be it thy pride to lift up 
The manhood of her poor ; 
Be thou to the oppressed 
Fair freedom's open door ! 



" For thee our fathers suffered, 
For thee they toiled and prayed ; 
Upon thy holy altar 
Their willing lives they laid. 
Thou hast no common birthright. 
Grand memories on tliee shine ; 
The blood of pilgrim nations 
Commingled ilows in thine. 

" O beautiful, our country ! 
Round thee in love we draw; 
Thine is the grace of freedom, 
The majesty of law. 
Be righteousness thy scepter. 
Justice thy diadem ; 
And on thy shining forehead 
Be peace, the crowning gem." 

7. Emanu-El, by Fanxy May. 

" This congregation, founded on the basis of Reform and 
Progress, has rounded out a half centuiy of existence. It 
stands at the golden portals of a new era. The men who 
have guided its destinies hitherto in tlie congregation and 
the religious school deserve the blessing of God and Israel. 
They have labored not for themselves but for future gener- 
ations. Many of them have passed away and are with us 
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to-day only in spirit. Those who are still with us, still 
working for God and man, like Moses, seem to be standing 
on Mount Neboh, looking into the promised land, into the 
future Judaism. 

"The children of Temple Emanu-El's religious school 
will carry on the good work that is handed down to them 
as a heritage. They will redeem the promise of the elders, 
' to hear and to do,' to work and to wait for the triumph 
of truth and right and the salvation of man through the 
law of God. May this golden festival bring to us new zeal 
for our cause and make of this day the beginning of 
another golden era." 

Professor Kichard Gottheil then gave a history of the 
congregational religious school, its origin, development, and 
present condition and methods. A children's chorus then 
beautifully rendered a song, "The Good Angels," after 
which Professor Henry M. Leipziger, Assistant Superinten- 
dent of Public Schools, delivered an eloquent address on 
"The Position of the Religious School in the Modern Syna- 
gogue." Dr. Leipziger gives weekly talks to the post- 
graduate class of the congregation. His address, which 
was a magnificent oratorical effort, was as follows : 

" * Upon tlie children of the schools 
Does all the world depend — 
Saved by their breath of innocence 
From coming to an end ! ' 

"This rabbinical saying illustrates the position of 
Judaism to childhood and to education. Its watchword 
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through the ages has been the precept of Moses : ^ And 
thou shalt teach tlie law diligently to thy children, when 
thou sittest in thy house, and when thou walkest by the 
way and when thou liest down, and when thou riseth up.' 
And so, ever since our race became a peculiar people, edu- 
cation has been its guiding star. 

" But the chief subject of study has not been the topics 
that make men wiser or stronger or ncher, but those that 
shall make men better and happier and nobler. 

" Attached to every synagogue was a religious school ; 
in fact, the synago^ie itself was a place of instruction 
rather than of worship, the Jewish ideal being that each 
human being should know the moral law, and, therefore, 
from early childhood the words of Scripture became his 
mother tongue. The marvelous survival of the Jewish 
race, amid its strange and eventful history, its ability to 
withstand trial and suffer martyrdom, can be attributed to 
the careful religious training of the young. Religion is the 
strongest influence in human conduct and the mightiest 
historic force. Without it, morality is cold and uninspir- 
ing. The proper development of religious habits and of 
moral purposes must be connnenced early in life. Primroses 
grow only in the spring, and certain virtues, if they do not 
put forth vigorous roots in youth, are not likely to put 
forth any luxuriant leafage in after age. Wherever relig- 
ious schools have flourished, there religion has flourished ; 
there philanthropy has been awakened and benevolence 
practiced. Where religious schools have been neglected, 
there have moral and political decay followed. We are 
fortunate in being able to present to our children a religion 
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that, while it stretches beyond the mightiest intellect, can 
be brought down to the conceptions of the little child. We 
are the inheritors of the noblest moral literature that the 
world has yet known. For the Bible is the greatest ethical 
as well as religious influence among men. In its pages we 
have story and parable, poetry and song, and proverb. 
Fortunate, indeed, is the child fed on this literature. 

" The really good men that history records, all received 
inspiration from the Bible, and it still remains the greatest 
single source of moral inspiration. The religious school 
\ holds up to its pupils lofty ideals ; it makes the Bible 
characters live again in the children ; it teaches faith by 
Abraham, obedience by Isaac, endurance by Moses, and 
does more to implant lofty principles than any other form of 
literature. Of all forms of instruction, religious instruction 
is the most necessaiy. 

"Professor Huxley says, 'No human being and no 
society composed of human beings ever did or ever will 
<;ome to much unless their conduct is guided by the love of 
some lofty ideal.' Besides the Bible, the story of the 
Jewish race is taught, so that from its wonderful past, 
inspiration may be caught for a brighter future. He who 
possesses the youth possesses the future. Therefore is the 
moral and religious education of the young the most press- 
ing concern of our times. The future of Judaism is in the 
hands of the rising generation. 

" We live in a time of social and religious unrest ; free- 
dom of opinion has unsettled many beliefs. Such times are 
times of great moral danger. The young, particularly, are 
subject to the temptations of worldliness, cupidity, and 
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crime, and the power to withstand tbem can come only 
from the possession of a pure religion. In the religious 
school the pupil must be stirred up to a noble pupose, 
inspired l>y a love of truth, and come in touch with the 
eternal goodness. There should he learn from the enthusi- 
astic teacher the reality of duty and religion ; both of these 
bear on the real everyday life. Never Avas a time when the 
parents should be more desirous of the proper education of 
their children. The (piestion of how your children may 
prosper in life is secondary. Give them force of character 
and yon give them more than a fortune ; you give them 
somethini]^ that will enable them to withstand all the storms 
and trials of this life. This gorgeous temple is radiant 
with flowers, and to celebrate its jubilee the superb tones 
of choral music have risen on the air. The temple and the 
service are an honor and a \vitness to the lofty and religious 
idea of Judaism. But sweeter far than floral decoration, 
and more inspiring to me than the volume of music fi*om 
the orchestra, is the sight in the basement of this building, 
when, on Sunday morning, are gathered together the most 
beautiful flowers on earth — our children. 

" It is wise, indeed ; the synagogue rests upon the 
schoolhouse. ^ It is the children to-day,' as the rabbi says, 
' who are the saviors of the world.' What a rare privilege to 
engage in so noble a work ! And what high gifts should 
we demand for our teacher. The scholars must feel the 
glow of his enthusiasm, and back of the teacher's words 
there must be a man. His lofty duty it is, not to impress 
his views on the learner, but to get him to admire the best 
view ; not to burden his memory with facts, but to awaken 
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his spirit ; not to impress him that religion is a code of rules 
and ceremonies, but to awaken his conscience ; not to tell 
him God is good, but to make him feel it: ^ Remember, he 
who teacheth a child,' says the rabbi, ' is like one who writes 
with ink on clean paper.' 

"What a gratification it must be to the officers and 
teachers of this temple to reflect on five decades of moral 
usefulness. The future is even more promising. A 
revival of Jewish spirit is noticeable. A new religious 
ardor pulsates in our time. When the century shall roll 
over this temple's life, the record of the next fifty years will 
tell of advanced religious instruction, when, not alone the 
children but the youth shall have an enthusiasm for lofty 
studies ; when they shall go as of old from strength to 
strength. Then shall the tem[)le be filled with the young 
men and women of our city, for here they shall have been 
inspired \vith a love for that ancient faith — old, yet ever 
new. And in that day the rarest and noblest ones in our 
midst, carrying the banner Emanu-El, shall spread the new 
light throughout our city and shall dedicate themselves to 
a work that shall outlive empires and the stars." 

The anthem " Great is the Lord, and greatly to be 
praised in the city of our God, in the mountain of His 
holiness," etc., was then rendered by the choir. 

Nathan Stern, a student at Columbia College, and 
associated with the religious school of Temple Emanu-El, 
then delivered an address on " The Abiding Influence of 
the Religious School," as follows : 
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"As a fi^nuliiate of the reliscious school, I am called 
U[)on to speak of the abiding influeuce of Israel aud of 
the religious school. I shall treat of it in its two-fold 
character; fii*st, the general, and secondly, the personal 
influence. In general, the religious school seeks to instill 
into its pupils the true spirit of Judaism, and to convey to 
them the development of Israel's religion, especially as to 
the conception of God and morality, and how, by these two 
ideas, Israel impressed itself upon the world and its civil- 
ization. This I would briefly sum up as follows: 

"How could a nation, as large and as powerful as 
Israel was during tlie reign of Solomon, at which period 
Judea was at its licMght, fail to hav^e some influence on the 
progress of the world i It is true that Greece has left us 
art and literature ; Rome has left us a code of civil laws, 
the fundamental doctrines of government ; but shall Israel, 
a kingdom of priests and a holy nation — a nation in its 
time in a measure as large and as powerful as either Greece 
or Home, fail to leave its imj)ress on civilization? 

" Israel was the flrst nation that believed in a spiritual 
God, tlie source of light and of truth. The revelation on 
Sinai wrought, so to speak, a new era in history. Before 
it, there was no one, with the exception of Abraham, who 
conceived the idea of a living God. But he, because his 
authoi'ity did not extend l)eyond his own family and pos- 
sessions, was unal)le effectively to propagate his beliefs. 
After the revelation, we see tliat the faith in one God, 
though at first very slowly, took root. And now what do 
we find ? We find that all civilized nations, even if at 
variance in regard to their particular religious doctrines. 
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Lave for the basis of their religion the belief in a spiritual 
God. 

" With the law, a new spirit was instilled in man ; pity 
was to be exercised toward the poor, the widow, the father- 
less, and the stranger ; respect was to be shown for the 
property of others; and truth became more universal. 
This same spirit made man more elevated, and, when 
practiced by Israel, during the years of his persecution, 
could not fail to leave some impression on the civilization 
of those nations in whose country the Israelites sojourned. 

" Thus we have been taught that Israel brought among 
men truth and justice, and the most important idea of all, 
the knowledge of one spiritual, one living God. 

" But I have not only imbibed this spirit from our 
religious school, but also an ardent desire to become a 
teacher and leader in Israel. Several years ago, while still 
attending the religious school, I resolved to become an 
expounder of the law of God. The prospect before me has 
not become, like so many others spread before us in youth, 
less pleasing. If the commandments of God, the doctrines 
of our religion, and the laws of our people were dear to me 
then, they have become even more so now. And I con- 
tinue my path with a more joyful heart and a more deter- 
mined will. For, only too truly has it been said in regard 
to the Torah, ' It is a tree of life to those who lay hold 
of it and the supporters thereof are truly happy.' In 
whatsoever book I read, I find the illustrious sayings and 
teachings of our ancestors which urge me on to ever 
greater effort. 

" As yet I know but little of what the future will 
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require of me. But what I do know is what this religious 
school meant for me. It was here that I fii'st became 
accjuainted with the history of our forefathers. Here first 
were instilled into my breast the doctrines and beliefs 
of our faith. Here fii^st I became acquainted with the 
noljle characters that are so beautifully depicted in the 
Bible, so that I might try to fashion my ow^n life after 
them, in order to be woithy of the trust put in me, and 
deserve the blessings invoked upon my head on the day of 
confirmation. The words I uttered on that day have ever, 
rested in my heart. On that day I laid down my heart 
and life at the altar of mv God and of mv reliction: and on 
this joyful day of our Golden Jubilee, I gladly reiterate 
that pledge: to labor in behalf of humanity; to further the 
cause of my religion ; and to spread light, truth, and Jus- 
tice, wherever I may be called. If God be with me, I 
surely cannot fail. But whatever may be reserved for me 
in the future, my prayer will always be : " God bless, pro- 
tect, and prosper Emanu-El, and let His spirit rest upon its 
teachers and o^uides. Amen." 

The school then sang, to the tune of *^ My Own Native 
Land," a series of verses, as follows : 

Tliere is many a flower on the pathway of life 

The eye of the pilgrim to clieer ; 
But what flower is so fragrant, so sweet and so fair, 

As the flower of trutli blooming here — 

Here in the garden of truth, 

Here in the garden of truth ; 

But what flower so fragrant, so sweet, and so fair, 

As the flower of truth blooming here. 
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There is many a treasure, full, precious, and bright, 

Delighting the heart and the mind ; 
But what treasure so fair, in its worth, to compare 

With the treasure which here we may find — 

Knowledge, the purest of gold, 

Knowledge, the purest of gold ; 

But what treasure so fair, in its worth, to compare 

With the treasure which here we may find. 

Then blessed be these halls where religion's bright flame 

Shines clear and undimmed in its glow ; 
In the day when we prosper to guide us aright. 

Our comfort in sorrow and woe ; 

Here may it dwell evermore. 

Here mav it dwell evermore : 

In the day when we prosper to guide us aright. 

Our comfort in sorrow and woe. 



At this point it was announced that a flag was to be 
presented to Temple Emanu-El by the children of what is 
known as the "Louis Down-Town Sabbath and Daily 
School." Mrs. M. D. Louis, a few years ago, was encour- 
aged to establish a Sabbath school in the lower section of 
the city, and she selected the location and has conducted 
the school ever since. 

With the occurrence of the jubilee festival the chil- 
dren of the school expressed a desire to contribute 
something as an expression of their gratitude for the 
benefits they had received. The flag was made by the 
hands of the children of the school themselves. It was 
of silk, and on the front represented the stars and stripes 
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and on the rear worked in purple silk was the inscription 
as follows: 

" Who is like unto Thee, among the mighty, 
Jehovah." 

A little girl made the address. The appearance of 
the flag as it was carried up the aisle, followed by five 
little girls dressed in red, white, and blue, created much 
enthusiasm, and the congi^egation almost involuntarily 
arose from their seats and spontaneously applauded the 
ap])earance of the banner. The children were conducted 
to the platform, and there the flag was received. The 
presentation speech by Miss Jennie Hawkshaw was as 
follows : 

"Into Thy house, O Lord, 
Directed by Tliy word, 

Our tribute glad we bring 
Email u-El we sing, 
Tiiat soul-vibrating chord ! 

" From her pure mercies flow 

■ 

To lighten darkest woe. 

And Heaven's glories swell 

We sing Emanu-El, 
' God aye with us,' below ! 

"Down through this lofty vault, through these expan- 
sive arches, down to the very depths of this majestic struc- 
ture, spreads the Divine Spirit, filling with its- fullness the 
heights and depths of ripened age and budding youth. 

" Through the fifty long and varying years has it lov- 
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ingly floated here, wafting and swaying tboughts and wills 
ever upward, to summits of mercy and lioliness. 

"Near fifty years agone, it one day lingered past its 
wonted time; within the religious school entered all the 
children's hearts, and swelled them out with pity and 
desire to remove the woes of little stranger hearts, whose 
woes they then heard of. 

"Then down to our drear ward, where no bright temple 
woos the wanderer or suiferer to worship and repose, with 
generous purse and deed guided by older, wiser heads, 
these children brought the seeds of happiness untold, and 
planted them in that barren waste, where they grew into 
goodly fruit, long since known as the ' Louis Down-Town 
Sabbath and Daily School.' From the blest seed I glad 
have sprung, and, by your kind permit, stand here to-day to 
represent near seven thousand sisters, and some brothers, 
too, whose lives are broader, truer, happier, for nourish- 
ment from that soil. And for those bettered thousands, 
and for their devoted directors and preceptors, I am com- 
missioned to bear to you all these fifteen years' of accumu- 
lated appreciation and gratitude, and to present to you this 
flag, made by their own helpful hands, which binds 
together our country and our God. 

" May its colors never fade ! May mercy brighter glow 
within its folds, and, through Emanu-El, lead our hearts to 
nobly strive for righteousness, for peace, and love ! " 

The flag was received on behalf of the congregation 
by Lewis May, the president. Mr. May was quite over- 
come and called upon Mrs. Louis to come forward. He 
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subsequently desceudeil from the platform and walked 
down the main aisle and escorted Mi's. Louis to the side of 
the puli)it. Mrs. Louis said : 

*' I may not require an introduction, as Mr. May said^ 
but I ih> re(|uire courage. ^Ir. May just said, * He is 
not embarrassed before his own, but he is, in the presence 
of this little ^x\\\\'^ /am not embarrassed before mv own, 
(turning to tlie little speaker) but I am before this 
immense audience. I had hoped our little representative 
had said evervthins: we wished to sav ; but no ; she has 
not expressed a little of the gratitude we owe to Temple 
Emanu-El. It has long been a cherished w^ish of my col- 
leagues and myself to give some testimony of our apprecia- 
tion of the support we have received from the Temple, 
but have waited for some opportunity to offer it; this 
' Golden Jubilee ' is the beautiful occasion that summoned 
our energies to the accomplishment of our hearts' desire. 

"Well do 1 remember the day when the project for 
starting the ' Down-Town Sabbath School,' was made 
known to the children of this reli^^ious school, and the 
enthusiasm with which they greeted it ; to-day we are 
happy to see the results greeted with the same enthusiasm. 

" This expression of our thanks is but a tithe of what 
we feel toward Temple Emanu-El, its president, its pastors, 
and its congregation." 

Following the presentation of the flag, Albert F. Hoch- 
stadter made this address, in behalf of the school committee, 
of which he is chairman : 
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" A few moments more and the magnificent celebration 
of Emanu-Ei's semi-centennial will be a memory of the 
past. A more fitting conclusion than this festival of chil- 
dren could not have been devised, for in them is centered 
all our hopes for the future. They stand here to-day, fac- 
ing two generations of their predecessors, and join grate- 
fully and hopefully in these joyous festivities. 

" Among us are the survivors of those brave spirits who 
a half century ago, despite the opposition of many of their 
sincere co-religionists, advocated an emancipation from the 
conventional ceremonies which tradition had fastened upon 
our religion. We can scarcely appreciate the courage of 
those who inaugurated the movement of reform in Judaism. 
The ceremonies, which are still strictly observed by some of 
our brethren, and which to us appear to overshadow our 
religion, were then universally observed as a part and par- 
<;el, not only of our former worship, but were regarded 
as Judaism itself. The slightest infringement on any of 
the established customs was considered a violation of 
a religious principle, and the perpetrator stigmatized a 
heretic. Only those who have participated in this evolu- 
tion can realize the great work that has been accomplished. 
A new era in Jewish history has been created by Wise, 
Einhorn, and their associates ; and their followers — first 
among whom is numbered the congregation of Temple 
Emanu-El — have great cause for congratulation on this 
important anniversary. Fifty years have passed away 
since the birth of this congregation, and during these 
fifty years, in the last half of the nineteenth century, 
changes have taken place that could not have been 
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anticipated by the wildest imagination. Progressive 
movements, some of wbicL have overturned govern- 
ments and chanired the map of the world, have not 
hesitated to lav their hands on ancient traditions, that 
have covered and hidden our onnti simple faith, and by 
mighty efforts they have brought forth the true spirit of 
the Jewish religion and liave placed it, new-born and 
resplendent, on the pedestal which it now occupied 
throughout the world. This has been accomplished, and 
many of those who were the chosen instruments are among 
us to-day, rejoicing with us at the triumphs achieved. 
They have fought the good fight, and now look confidently 
to the younger members of Emanu-El to keep the banner 
of Reform floating unsullied in the breeze, the emblem of 
that indomitable people, bound together by their religion, 
and whose destiny will not be fulfilled until the whole 
world acknowledge their God as the only one. There need 
be no fear but that the present generation, the second of 
Keformed Jews, will do their duties. The position held 
by this congregation as a body is equaled by that held 
by its members as individuals. Their names are among 
the foremost in the sciences, literature, and the profes- 
sions, in commerce, and in every field of human activity, 
w^here men and women are found striving to improve their 
fellow-men. Keformed Judaism is safe in the hands of 
such, and w^e may rest secure in the present. Our duty 
then lies before us. Our task is to provide for the future. 
Temptations, such as we never dreamed of, beset our chil- 
dren. They are being educated in a manner and with 
advantages that were unusual a few years ago. In appear- 
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ance, in manner, in habits of thought, there is no longer 
anything to distinguish them from their associates who are 
not of our faith. To them will come, as has come in every 
age, and in every clime to the intelligent, ambitious Jew, 
the temptation to desert the faith of his fathers for the 
sake of the worldly advantages and for the sake of avoid- 
ing the persecution that has survived the Middle Ages and, 
crossing the wide ocean, has even found a lodgment in this 
land of liberty. Our safeguard for the future is in the 
support and increase of our religious schools. Look at 
these radiant children, carefully instructed in the history 
of their people and the tenets of their faith ; they are the 
descendants of a race who were strong and powerful 
before history was written ; they are the children of those 
who gave to the world the idea of a God-head, the basis 
of every religion practiced by civilized man. They are 
crowned by the memories of a long and glorious history. 
They are proud of their faith, and to them we intrust the 
future of Judaism, and they will not be found wanting. 
Let us, then, recognize our obligations. Let us rally to 
the support of our religious schools. Let us work for the 
future, so that our children may walk proud and erect, 
conscious of their glorious mission and commanding the 
respect and admiration of their fellow-men." 

The anthem "Hear My Prayer, O Lord," etc., was 
then sung by the choir. 

The Rev. Dr. Silverman pronounced the benediction as 
follows : 
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" May the Loixl GckI bless you and keep you ; may He 
lift his couuteiiauce upon you and be gracious unto you. 
May He ever guard you and grant you peace in your 
hearts and in your homes, and may God be with Emanu-El, 
and all her children for evermore. Amen." 

Then the children, descended from the platform and 
passed down the south main aisle to the entrance of the 
temple, the organ meanwhile playing a march and the 
congregation remaining seated. This closed the jubilee 
festivities. 

The Jubilee festivities were suitably ended by a 
review of the proceedings, by Rev. Dr. Silverman, on the 
following day : 



ECHOES OF THE JUBILEE. 



Delivered by Rev. Dr. Joseph Silverman on the last 
day of Passover, April 15, 1895. 

" It seems to me proper not to give a set sermon to-day, 
but rather to listen and to interpret the echoes of the 
jubilee that has just ended. We are still in a festive 
mood ; this House of Praver is still adorned in habiliments 
of added beauty. Let us, before the scene is transformed, 
before the echoes have died out, contemplate the events 
that have been crowded into the past three days and review 
the lessons they teach. Events succeed one another so 
quickly in this busy world of ours that most impressions 
are fleeting. It requires a particular effort of the mind to 
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retain any one desirable impression. The carpenter, after 
driving in a nail, takes a dull instrument and, adjusting it 
properly on the head of the nail, with another blow of the 
hammer drives the nail home. That is our oflSce this 
morning, to give some of the impressions of the last few 
days another touch or two so that they be more than 
ephemeral. After looking over a portfolio of pictures you 
often desire to take a second look at one or two ; it is that 
second look that fixes the likeness upon the mind. So let 
us look back upon some of the scenes of yesterday and the 
day before. If it had been possible, w^e should have had 
pictures to preserve, in permanent form, the gladsome 
appearance of this House of God in its festive attire ; of the 
vast and august assemblies that were gathered here, and of 
the scene which this pulpit and platform presented on 
Saturday night, when men of various shades of opinion in 
religion, art, science, music, law, and education, sat togetlier 
here in peace ; of the triumphal march of the children, of 
their floral offering, and their presence here before the ark. 
We would also have been gratified to have had permanent 
impressions of four presentations : 

^^Mrsf, of the gift of a handsome golden laurel 
wreath by the Kenesseth Israel Congregation of 
Philadelphia. 

^^ Second^ of the gift of an elegant clock by the 
Emanu-El Sisterhood. 

" Thirds of the presentation of a flag combining the 
American and Jewish banners by the children of the Louis 
Down-Town School. 

^^Fowi'thy of the modest gift of two silver candelabra 
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by the Rev. Dr. Gottlieil in memory of the great sorrows of 
his life." 

[Turning liere to Dr. Gottheil, Dr. Silverman said: 
" May these lights, good friend, be a symbol to you, as they 
will always be to this congregation, of the immortal spirit 
of your dear ones ; as they will illumine this pulpit so may 
they give light to you and often bring you a cheering 
hope." Dr. Silverman then continued as follows :] 

" Such a group of pictures would have made a gratify- 
ing souvenir of this jubilee. AVe must, however, be content 
with the mental pictures we retain and rely upon tradition 
to hand them down to future generations. To aid us in 
preserving the memory of these scenes and the spirit that 
pervaded them and filled every soul, we will liave the 
permanent description and the record of the words 
spoken. AVe also hope, witliin a short time, to see a frui- 
tion of our president's and the committee's appeals for the 
erection of an Emanu-El Chapel. Such a little sanctuaiy 
will be a most fittino; offering]!: of o-ratitude to God for the 
blessings he has sent to our congregation and a testimonial 
of our continued devotion to the best interests of Temple 
Emanu-El and Judaism. When the children of Israel had 
crossed the Jordan, Joshua took the twelve stones that they 
had taken with them from the Jordan and set them up in 
Gilgal, as a monument that they had safely crossed the 
Jordan. Such a chapel as it is intended to erect shall be a 
memorial of our passing the fiftieth year of the existence of 
this congregation. In consideration of these objects and 
the purposes for which the chapel shall serve, we trust that 
our appeals will meet with an early and generous response. 
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" This jubilee has given rise to many good ideas and 
suggestions, some of which ought to receive our serious 
consideration. The first and most important subject is the 
reawakened interest in the bond of sympathy among sister 
congregations both of this and other cities. The fact that 
this jubilee has succeeded in calling forth the recognition 
of several sister congregations, and has, Avithout any effort, 
enlisted the interest of the community and of Israel, 
throughout the land, reveals to us the great good that - 
results from a general co-operation in Jewish matters. 

" The old time rivalry among congregations, due to over- 
zealousness, has given way in most cities to peace — but to 
a peace that means isolation and indifference. There is 
much work which metropolitan congregations could and 
should do in common. There oui^^ht to be a union of such 
congregations, for the purpose of opening free mission 
schools, free synagogues, and especially, a Normal School 
for the training of competent religious school teachers. 

" The next important subject that has been brought to 
our attention is the relation of our religious school and of 
our young people to the Temi)le. Let us perpetuate the 
spirit of this jubilee and commemorate the beginning of 
the second half century by recognizing more thoroughly 
the great value of the religious training of the young. I 
wish now to urge only one practical reason that should 
induce all parents to give heed to this subject. Religious 
training of the young does not mean, as an eminent 
lecturer of this city has held, an attempt to bias the minds 
of children before they are capable of forming independent 
judgment, but a necessary method of preparing the mind 
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and heart for the better appreciation of religious truths. 
Just as we are responsible for the physical development of 
our children, so are we also, if not more, responsible for 
for their spiritual development. 

" At the close of the Passover festival, it is customary, 
especially in orthodox circles, to pray : 

" ' This year w^e are still in bondage, next year, let us 
hope, we will be in a free country. This year we are still 
in a foreign land ; next year, let us hope, we will be in 
the land of Palestine.' We cannot second that prayer, but 
we can conscientiously give utterance to the following: 
^This year there is still some indifference in our ranks; 
next year, may there be a fullness of zeal. Next year may 
more interest be taken in synagogue, home, and school. 
Let there be more inspii^ation from Heaven to guide om* 
people into greater activities and give us a glorious 
future. Let us pray for the speedy building of the city of 
God ; the city of truth, love, and justice.' " 



SALEM FIELD CEMETERY 



It had been the ambition of the members of the congre- 
gation that they should become possessed of a tract of land 
to be used as a place of burial for their families, so that 
those who in life had been associated together in the works 
of religion and charity, as well as by the ties of friendship, 
might lie near each other when their earthly course had run. 

Thus it came that a section of land was secured from 
Abraham Snedeker in East New York, Long Island, on the 
Jamaica Plank Road. This has been laid out in the most 
improved methods that obtain in cemetery architecture, 
roads and avenues fittingly named divide the place into 
plots of convenient size, so that each one is adjacent to a 
main thoroughfare. 

Trees and bushes have been placed about, flowers and 
ornamental plants abound, and particular care is taken that 
no unsightly stone or fence mars the aesthetic sense. The 
ground has been called SALEM FIELD, and it has already 
become one of the finest of our many cities of the dead. 

No finer examples of the sculptor's and stone-worker's 
art are to be found anywhere than in Salem Field. Let us 
give an illustration : 

201 
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The Seligman Mausoleum 

The Selio-man Mausoleum erected at Salem Field Ceme- 
teiy is one of the finest and most substantial structures of 
the kind in this country, and stands as a fitting monument 
to the Seligman family for whom it was built. 

The structure is of the Doric order of architecture, hex- 
agonal in shape, finished witli a dome. From four faces of 
the buikling are projections, each containing ten catacombs, 
making forty in all. The entrance, through a Doric porch 
on the front face of the building, is very imposing. The 
columns are of polished granite supporting an entablature, in 
the frieze of which is inscribed the family name; the door 
is formed of a massive polished granite slab ; beyond this^ 
is a pair of very handsome bronze gates of suitable and 
appropriate design. 

Entering the cham])er through the porch and vestibule, 
we see a beautiful stained-glass window in the rear face of 
the building, directly opposite the entrance ; this window 
was made in London, the design Ijeing typical of immor- 
tality, and represents an angel with the chain and fetters 
of life fallino; from her outsti'etched arms. Under the 
figure is the inscription, "And I will make the valley of 
tribulation for a gate of hope." 

The exterior of the building is of Clark's Island gray 
granite ; the interior or chamber is finished in Italian 
marble of beautiful and varied tints. The intersections of: 
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angles have columns, finished with caps, from which the 
groin roof moldings spring. The floor of the chamber is 
laid with marble tiles ; beneath this floor is a large ciypt 
or vault. 

The edifice of which the above is a brief description 
stands in the open, on one of the finest plots in the ceme- 
teiy, and is at once striking in appearance ; its chaste and 
beautiful architecture and imposing character as a memorial 
temple impressing all who visit the grounds. 

Description of Salem Field, 1895 

The following is an extract from " Leonard's Manual " 
of the cemeteries of New Yoi'k, being a description of 
Salem Field Cemeteiy. This was published January 
1st, 1895 : 

" Salem Field is by far the leading and most important 
Jewish cemetery in the vicinity of New York. It is one of 
the most beautiful in the world by reason of the lavish care 
and labor bestowed on its maintenance and improvement, 
and therein are located some of the most artistic as well as 
costly monuments and family vaults to be found in any 
cemetery in the country. Within its limits are the family 
plots and tombs of the wealthiest and most influential 
Hebrew residents of the metropolis, and the jealous in- 
terest taken in its improvement and embellishment by its 
owners is amply shown by its attractive and impressive 
appearance. 
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" The cemetery is located on the Jamaica Plank Road, 
Brooklyn, and lies opposite Cypress Hills Cemeteiy. Its 
area is about forty acres, and it is owned by the Temple 
Emanii-El of New York City. It is reached by the same 
route as Cypress Hills Cemetery. The grounds are laid out 
into family plots and graves, are watei'ed, and the roads and 
paths are in asphalt. The cemetery was founded November 
23, 1851, and opened in the early part of 1852. It is 
estimated that there are about 12,000 bodies interred, 
and the average number of interments per year is 250. 
The plots are 16 x 20 ft. and 20 x 20 ft., and cost $1000 
and upward, according to location. The single graves are 
$50, and the cost of opening a grave is $6 for adult, and $4 
for a child. There ai'e twelve to sixteen graves to a plot, and 
only one body is allowed to a grave. The receiving tomb 
charges $25 per month, and twenty-four hours' notice to 
secure opening of a grave. The rules governing inclosures 
of plots and the erection of headstones and monuments are 
very strict, and only granite or marble inclosures are per- 
mitted. All plans for inclosures and monuments must be 
submitted to, and approved by, the officers of the cemetery. 
Lewis May is President of the Congregation ; James Selig- 
man. Vice President ; Charles L. Bernheim, Treasurer, and 
Myer Stern, Secretary. Peter J. Hiltman is Superintend- 
ent. The cemetery committee is composed of Isaac 
Eppinger, Louis Stern, and Samuel M. Schafer." 



